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PROGRAM 
Piano Sonata in C Major, Hob. XVI:50 
Franz Joseph Haydn 
Born: March 31, 1732, in Rohrau, Austria 
Died: May 31, 1809, Rohrau, Austria 
Composed: 1794-95 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Haydn’s last three piano sonatas (Hob. XVI: 50-52), were 
written during the composer’s second trip to London. All 
three were composed with a specific dedicatee in mind: the 
female keyboard virtuoso, Therese Jansen Bartolozzi (1770-
1843), a student of Clementi that Haydn had met while in 
England. They were also written for the distinctive qualities 
of the English fortepiano, more powerful in sound and wider 
in range than the delicate Viennese pianos which Haydn was 
accustomed to playing. 

 
Piano Sonata in A-flat Major, Op. 110 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770, in Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, in Vienna Austria 
Composed: 1821 
Duration: 20 minutes 
 
Beethoven’s late piano sonatas have long been as much a 
source of puzzlement as of joy. The Op. 110 Sonata 
composed in 1821 was the only work that Beethoven 
completed during that year, although at the time he was also 
working on the Missa Solemnis and the Ninth Symphony, and 
Op. 111 was to follow shortly. It was originally to have been 
dedicated to Beethoven’s pupil Ferdinand Ries. But 
Beethoven saw the score of a concerto by Ries and became 
angry because of what he considered plagiarism. Through 
confusions in correspondence, Beethoven’s intended 
dedication to his friend Antonia Brentano did not reach the 
publisher, and the sonata was published without one. 

Darknesse Visible 
Thomas Adès 
Born: March 1, 1971, in London, UK 
Composed: 1992 
Duration: 7 minutes 
 
This piece is an explosion of John Dowland’s lute song In 
Darknesse Let Mee Dwell (1610). No notes have been added; 
indeed, some have been removed. Patterns latent in the 
original have been isolated and regrouped, with the aim of 
illuminating the song from within, as if during the course of a 
performance. 

 
Piano Sonata in C Minor, D. 958 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1828 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Schubert's final piano sonatas—stunning achievements that 
only began to grab a place in pianists' repertoires during the 
latter half of the 20th century—were all finished in 
September 1828, just two months before the composer died. 
The first of these three massive and challenging sonatas is 
the C Minor, D. 958, which like the other two sonatas of 
1828, is a work that Schubert dedicated to pianist Johann 
Hummel. The Sonata, however, was not published until 1839, 
a few years after Hummel's death, and the publisher unjustly 
struck Schubert's dedication from the piece and made a new 
one to Robert Schumann. 
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