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PROGRAM
Piano Trio in C Major, Op. 87 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833, in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: April 3, 1897, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1880-82 
Duration: 28-30 minutes 
 
It seems to have taken Johannes Brahms over two years to 
complete the Op. 87 C Major trio for piano, violin, and 
cello, but the result evidently pleased him, and he boasted 
of the work to his publisher, Simrock. Brahms's close friend 
Clara Schumann pronounced the piece “a splendid work” 
and “a great musical treat.” A generously proportioned 
work in four movements, it features a second movement 
Andante and third movement Scherzo. 

 
Piano Pieces, Op. 119 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1893 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
The Four Piano Pieces (German: Klavierstücke), Op. 119, 
are the last compositions for solo piano by Brahms. Each 
of the first three pieces is called an intermezzo, and the 
last a rhapsody. Intermezzo can be seen as an umbrella 
term under which Brahms could collect anything which he 
regarded as neither capricious nor passionate. He 
completed these pieces during his summer holiday in 
northern Austria, in 1893, the first intermezzo being 
written in May and the following three pieces in June. The 
first intermezzo, characterized by Clara Schumann as a 
“grey pearl,” is as close to the “impressionistic” sound of 

Debussy as Brahms ever got. The second intermezzo 
contains a central waltz. In the third piece, the contrasts 
are more nebulous and in many ways it has an almost 
comical character. The final rhapsody (Rhapsodie), which 
represents the end of Brahms’s work for solo piano is 
largely heroic and joyous. 

 
Piano Quartet in G Minor, Op. 25 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1857-61 
Duration: 40 minutes 
 
Brahms’s G Minor Piano Quartet for piano, violin, viola, 
and cello (his first), was seemingly conceived in 1857 and 
polished up in 1861. The genesis of the G Minor quartet 
spans from the turbulent years of the mid-1850s to the 
more considered, classical stance of Brahms’s late 20s. It 
combines a troubled romantic vocabulary with a poised, 
almost symphonic mastery of musical architecture. The 
finale, with its unbridled gypsy music, displays all the 
young Brahms’s taste for vigorous horseplay. The whole 
quartet seems to strive continually towards an orchestral 
sense of color, scope of expression, and range of 
development. 
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