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PROGRAM 
String Quartet in E-flat Minor, Op. 30 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Born: May 7, 1840, in Votkinsk, Russia 
Died: November 6, 1894, in St. Petersburg, Russia 
Composed: 1876 
Duration: 35 minutes 
 
Though Tchaikovsky wrote his String Quartet No. 3 at 
about the same time as his Piano Concerto No. 1 (1874-
1875) and the ballet Swan Lake (1875-1816), the chamber 
work never achieved the popularity of those beloved 
compositions. Perhaps this is because the quartet is 
particularly elegiac in tone, written in memory of the 
composer's friend Ferdinand Laub, a violinist who had 
participated in the premieres of Tchaikovsky's two earlier 
string quartets. 

 
From Amber Frozen [Philadelphia Premiere] 
Mason Bates 
Born: January 23, 1977, in Richmond, VA 
Composed: 2004 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
This quartet forms itself gradually, growing its melodic 
and textural ideas at an evolutionary pace. We find 
ourselves in a rose-colored world as if viewed by an insect 
from the Jurassic, forever sealed in a crystal of dried 
amber on a tree.  The ensemble hatches from its shell in 
embryonic form, a lopsided groove of plucked out-of-tune 
notes and woody rustlings, with bell-like sustained notes 
foreshadowing the coming melody. This texture of 
shattered lines that weave in and out of each other is as 

much informed by today's electronica as it is from 
Indonesian gamelon — all passed through the prism of 
the string quartets rich and varied textures. 

 
Clarinet Quintet in B Minor, Op. 115 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833, in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: April 3, 1897, in Vienna, Austria  
Composed: 1891 
Duration: 38 minutes 
 
For many people, Brahms’s Clarinet Quintet, is not only 
his last chamber work, it is the greatest chamber work of 
the 19th century. The Quintet is one of four opuses 
Brahms wrote with Richard Mühlfeld’s clarinet playing in 
mind. Mühlfeld was solo clarinetist in the private 
orchestra belonging to the Duke of Sachsen-Meiningen. 
Although Mühlfeld had plenty of virtuosity at his 
command, it was his sound that so attracted Brahms. The 
clarinetist had taught himself to play his instrument, 
having been trained as a violinist; with a string-player’s 
ear, he had developed a silken sound (and almost 
certainly a vibrato) not usually associated with the wind 
instrument. Moreover, he played on a boxwood clarinet 
of slightly smaller bore, which provided a rather bright 
tone and smooth transitions across the three registers of 
the clarinet. 
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