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PROGRAM 
Two Slavonic Dances [Arr. for Quartet] 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czech Republic 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1878 and 1886 
Duration: 5-10 minutes 
 
The two sets of Slavonic Dances by Dvořák (Opp. 46 and 72) are 
wonderful examples of the Czech nationalism that was to 
become so closely associated with him. Though he did not quote 
actual folk melodies in this music, as had Johannes Brahms in his 
Hungarian Dances, Dvořák was so imbued with the spirit and 
style of indigenous Slavic music that he was able to create such 
superb, idealized examples of its genres. 
 
On an Overgrown Path [Sel.] 
Leoš Janáček 
Born: July 3, 1854, in Hukvaldy, Czech Republic 
Died: August 12, 1928, Ostrava, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1900-11 
Duration: 10-15 minutes 
 
Janáček was approaching 50 when he began On an Overgrown 
Path. The cycle is an early example of the autobiographical 
works that became increasingly important in Janáček’s music. 
The title refers to the countryside around his home town of 
Hukvaldy, on the border between Moravia and Silesia. The 
composer later commented that he was “walking along an 
overgrown path of old memories.” 
 
Miniatures, Op. 75a 
Antonín Dvořák 
Composed: 1887 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Dvořák wrote his Miniatures, Op. 75a, having recently met and 
promised to write a piece for his neighbor, Josef Kruis, a 
chemistry student and amateur violinist. The resultant piece 

became the Terzetto, Op. 74, which proved too difficult for Kruis 
to play. Thus Dvořák began writing an easier trio for two violins 
and viola, about which he wrote, "They are, of course, intended 
for amateurs, but didn’t Beethoven and Schumann also 
sometimes write with very simple material? – and how!"  
 
Aus der Heirmat 
Bedřich Smetana 
Born: March 2, 1824 in Litomyšl, Czech Republic 
Died: May 12, 1884, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1880 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
Completed shortly after Smetana finished his nationalistic tone 
poem cycle Má vlast, “From My Homeland,” is a two movement 
work for violin and piano and one of only two works written by 
Smetana for this combination of instruments. He had by this 
point completely lost his hearing and he wrote of the work, 
“They are written in a simple style, with a view to being 
performed in the home rather than at concerts….They are 
genuinely national in character, but with my own melodies.”  
 
Piano Quintet in A Major, Op. 81 
Antonín Dvořák 
Composed: 1887 
Duration: 40 minutes 
 
The Piano Quintet, Op. 81, was written in just seven weeks 
during 1887 at the composer's country cottage at Vysoká. 
Chronologically, it falls between two of Dvořák's greatest 
symphonies, the Seventh and the Eighth, marking it as the work 
of a fully mature composer as well as one of his most 
characteristic and idiomatic compositions. Indeed, it is ranked, 
along with the quintets of Schumann and Brahms, as one of the 
finest works of its kind. Two qualities of this music will strike the 
listener almost immediately: the fullness of texture bordering at 
times on the symphonic, and the wealth of inspired, romantic 
melody. 
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