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PROGRAM 
String Quartet in B-flat Major, K. 589 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Born: January 27, 1756, in Salzburg, Austria 
Died: December 5, 1791, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1790 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
This work is part of the “Prussian” quartets, which owe 
their name and genesis to what has generally assumed to 
have been a commission for six quartets from King 
Frederick William II of Prussia. With the notable exception 
of the great String Quintet in D, K. 593, the two quartets 
represent the only major works composed by Mozart 
during the whole of 1790, a year in which increasing 
financial worries resulted in the bleakest compositional 
year of his adult life. In the three completed quartets, 
Mozart concentrated on giving the cello-playing king a 
dominant role, often pushing the second violin and viola 
into the background to enable the cello to present 
thematic material or engage in dialogue with the first 
violin.  

 
String Quartet No. 6 
Béla Bartók 
Born: March 25, 1881 in Nagyszentmiklós, Hungary 
Died: September 26, 1945, in New York, NY 
Composed: 1939 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
The second half of the 1930s was a time of intense soul-
searching for Bartók. Increasingly alienated by the 
deterioration of the European political landscape in 
general, and by the increasingly fascistic stance of the 
Hungarian government in particular, he first banned all 

performances of his music in his native country before 
opting for self-imposed exile in the United States. 
Understandable, then, that a combined sense of dread 
and resignation in the face of the inevitable should 
permeate all aspects of the Sixth Quartet, composed in 
the months prior to the outbreak of World War Two. 

 
String Quartet in F Minor, Op. 80 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Born: February 3, 1809 in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: November 4, 1847, in Leipzig, Germany 
Composed: 1847 
Duration: 28 minutes 
 
The String Quartet in F Minor (No. 6) was the last piece 
Mendelssohn completed, written in the shadow of his 
sister Fanny’s death in May 1847. Mendelssohn and his 
sister were very close: she was his equal as a musician, a 
talented composer, pianist, and conductor, though the 
conventions of the day limited her professional exposure 
(in fact, she suffered her fatal stroke while rehearsing her 
brother’s cantata Die erste Walpurgisnacht). Mendelssohn 
took her death very hard, and there’s some suspicion that 
it played a role in his own demise just six months later. 
The F Minor Quartet is Mendelssohn’s most unrelentingly 
dark composition. 
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