
 
 
 

TRUMPETS 5, MUSIC OF OUR TIME 
David Bilger, trumpet; Thomas Rolfs, trumpet; Anthony Prisk, trumpet; 

Jeffrey Curnow, trumpet; Benjamin Wright, trumpet; Susan Nowicki, piano 
Monday, October 15 – 7:30 PM 

Benjamin Franklin Hall, American Philosophical Society 
 
 
PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Fanfare for St Edmundsbury 
Benjamin Britten 
Born: November 22, 1913, in Lowestoft, UK 
Died: December 4, 1976, in Aldeburgh, UK 
Composed: 1959 
Duration: 4 minutes 
 
Written for the Pageant of Magna Carta held on  the 
grounds of St Edmundsbury Cathedral, the  Fanfare is “in  
the  form of  three  separate  trumpet fanfares, played 
attacca, which combine in conclusion” (Britten). 
 
Music for Five Trumpets 
Verne Reynolds 
Born: July 18, 1926, in Lyons, KS 
Died: June 28, 2011, in Rochester, NY 
Composed: c. 1964 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
Music for 5 Trumpets comprises three movements. The work 
makes use of a variety of musical characteristics, including 
variations in articulation, time signatures, accidentals, 
chromaticism, tempo, rhythm, and dynamics, among other 
aspects. Mr. Reynolds was a founding member of the 
Eastman Brass and was a professor at the Eastman School of 
Music for over four decades. 
 
Trio for Three Trumpets 
Sofia Gubaidulina 
Born: October 24, 1931, in Chistopol, Russia 
Composed: 1976 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
Little is known about the Trio for Three Trumpets, though it 
features many characteristics of Gubaidulina’s style from the 

mid-1970s. Most striking is the universe of time that is 
inhabited. From the opening sense of timelessness to the 
agitated spasms to come, her sense of form is inseparable 
from her concept of rhythm and time. Also prominent is the 
composer’s overt use of mystical symbolism. 
 
Paths for Two Trumpets 
Toru Takemitsu 
Born: October 8, 1930, in Tokyo, Japan 
Died: February 20, 1996 in Tokyo, Japan 
Composed: 1994 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Takemitsu wrote a work for solo trumpet titled Paths: In 
Memoriam Witold Lutosławski. The piece is dedicated to 
trumpeter Håkan Hardenberger, who gave the first 
performance at the Warsaw festival in 1994. Paths is built 
upon one basic theme-shape, and this rising-and-falling 
shape recurs in different forms across the music’s five-
minute span — sometimes gently, sometimes stridently — 
until finally this somber music fades into silence. 
 
Skylight for Five Trumpets 
Steven Franklin 
Born: 1995 in Wheaton Il 
Composed: 2018 
Duration: 12 minutes 
 
Skylight was inspired by Franklin’s hikes in the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York State. The title of the piece is named 
after Mount Skylight, the third highest mountain in the 
Adirondack National Park whose stunning views of the 
rugged and lonely landscape below became the basis for this 
piece. In essence, Skylight is a series of mountain landscapes; 
it is a tribute to the beauty of nature and the gift of freedom 
that we have to experience it. 
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