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PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Variations in F Minor, Hob. XVII:6 
Franz Joseph Haydn 
Born: March 31, 1732, in Rohrau, Austria 
Died: May 31, 1809, Rohrau, Austria 
Composed: 1793 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Haydn’s last piano work is also considered to be his most 
famous single work for this instrument. The minor theme is 
filled with emotional depth: “a melancholy Andante in F 
Minor, with variations, as only a genius can do them, that 
almost sounds like a free fantasia” (thus described in a 
review of the time). The form is also demanding: not merely 
one theme but two – one in a major key, the other in a minor 
one – are varied in turn. 
 
Piano Sonata in C-sharp Minor, Op. 27, No. 2, Moonlight 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770, in Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1801 
Duration: 17 minutes 
 
Beethoven billed each of the two works published under Op. 
27 as a sonata quasi una fantasia, presumably a hint that he 
was trying to meld the formal conventions of the eighteenth 
century sonata with a newer, freer, more Romantic style. 
Many musicians consider the first of this pair, the Piano 
Sonata in E-flat Major, to be the superior work, but the Piano 
Sonata No. 14 in C-sharp Minor (1801) is by far more 
popular; in fact, it is one of Beethoven's most beloved works, 
and its first movement takes a place among the most widely 
and instantly recognizable music the composer ever penned. 
The familiar appellation Moonlight is not the composer's 
own, but the invention of German music critic Ludwig 
Rellstab, who compared the first movement's rippling 
texture to the moonlight shimmering on Lake Lucerne. 

 
In the Mists 
Leoš Janáček 
Born: July 3, 1854, in Hukvaldy, Czech Republic 
Died: August 12, 1928, Ostrava, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1912-13 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Janáček revealed a very private and sensitive side of his 
musical personality when he composed In the Mists, a 
collection of four pieces for solo piano. In the Mists has an 
feeling of introspection about it, as it were an entry in the 
composer's musical "journal"; it lives up to its name by 
maintaining an air of distance, as if the piano were at times 
lost in a bank of clouds. In the Mists is not a showcase for 
pianistic pyrotechnics but it requires a light, rhapsodic touch 
and close attention to the halting nature of its delicate 
phrases. 
 
Fantasy in F Minor, Op. 49 
Frédéric Chopin 
Born: March 1, 1810, in Zelazowa Wola, Poland 
Died: October 17, 1849, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1841 
Duration: 14 minutes 
 
Despite its generic title, Chopin’s Fantasy in F Minor is every 
bit as nationalist in sentiment as his mazurkas and 
polonaises, based as it is on motives from many of the 
patriotic songs nostalgically sung by his fellow Polish émigrés 
in Paris who, like Chopin himself, were unable to return to 
their native land after the failed Warsaw uprising of 
November 1830. Indeed, Theodor Adorno has described the 
work as a “tragically decorative song of triumph to the effect 
that Poland was not lost forever, that someday […] she would 
rise again.” 
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