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PROGRAM  
Cello Sonata in G Minor, Op. 65 
Frédéric Chopin 
Born: March 1, 1810, in Zelazowa Wola, Poland 
Died: October 17, 1849, in Paris France 
Composed: 1845-46 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Dedicated to Auguste Franchomme (1808-1884), this 
sonata is the last of Chopin’s works published in his 
lifetime and was performed by Chopin and Franchomme 
at the composer’s last public concert in 1848. The primary 
cello motive of the first movement, a rising and falling 
half-step, opens the lush second movement, the folksy 
scherzo, and the tarantella finale--further evidence that 
Chopin was consciously experimenting with German 
compositional methods.  

 
Polonaise Brillante in C Major, Op. 3 
Frédéric Chopin 
Composed: 1829 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
Chopin's Polonaise Brillante, Op. 3, is one of the few 
pieces this composer ever wrote for an instrument 
besides piano. The young Chopin wrote this piece for cello 
and piano in 1829, when he was only 19 years old. The 
circumstances of the piece's conception are charming and 
youthfully innocent. In the fall of 1829, Chopin had fallen 
head over heels for the first time in his life for a young 
woman in Warsaw. Unfortunately for Chopin, the love 
was unrequited. Chopin's father, in hopes of easing 
Chopin's heartbreak took his son on a week-long trip to 

visit the estate of Prince Radziwill, who had two beautiful 
young daughters. At least one of the daughters, Wanda, 
was a pianist. He composed the Polonaise Brillante for her 
to practice with her cello-playing father. He must have 
held it in at least a somewhat high regard, for he included 
it on a concert tour in 1830. The piece as we know it today 
is highly entertaining, pleasing to performers and 
audiences alike. 

 
Sonata in A Major 
César Franck 
Born: December 10, 1822, in Liège, Belgium 
Died: November 8, 1890, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1886 
Duration: 28 minutes 
 
Aside from the Symphony in D Minor, which has become a 
staple of the concert hall, the Sonata in A Major is 
Franck's best-known work, and rightly so: It is a superb 
synthesis of Franck's own uniquely rich harmonic 
language and thematic cyclicism and the Viennese 
Classical tradition that he came to hold so dear in the later 
stages of his career.. So then why play this sonata on the 
cello? Well, there is some justification. Oral history has it 
that it was originally conceived as a cello sonata, Franck 
only changing his mind when he decided to present the 
sonata to his great friend and ‘ideal interpreter’, the 
famed Belgian violinist Eugene Ysaÿe, as a wedding 
present. Furthermore, the second edition of the sonata, 
published well within Franck’s lifetime—in fact, a copy 
exists with a personal dedication by Franck—describes the 
sonata as being for violin or cello. So it is not really an 
arrangement, more of an alternate version. 
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