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Violin Sonata in G Major, Op. 78 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833, in Hamburg, Germany 
Died: April 3, 1897, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1878-79 
Duration: 28 minutes 
 
Composed in the high summer of his creative career after the 
completion of the Symphony No. 1 and the Violin Concerto, 
Brahms's Violin Sonata in G Major is a gloriously lyrical work 
with long-breathed melodies rather than terse themes, and 
expansive extrapolations rather than concise developments. 
It is also one of Brahms's most tightly structured and 
cogently argued works, with a degree of formal integration 
rare in his works. 

 
Violin Sonata in A Major, Op. 100 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1886 
Duration: 20 minutes 
 
The A Major Sonata is both the shortest and the most 
immediately ingratiating of Brahms's three violin sonatas; 
not for a single moment is the radiant, happy mood ever put 
in real jeopardy (even during the fractured contrapuntal 
passages in the first movement's development), and the 
tunes are of the long-spun, heart-warming variety that sticks 
in the mind's ear. The A Major Sonata was premiered in 
Vienna a few weeks before Christmas 1886 by Brahms and 
then-famous violinist Joseph Hellmesberger. 
 

Scherzo in C Minor from F-A-E Sonata 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1853 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
This Scherzo was written as part of the F-A-E Sonata--a 
collaborative work between Brahms, Robert Schumann, and 
Albert Dietrich--and it marks the height of Brahms' 
involvement with Robert Schumann's musical circle. The F-A-
E, incidentally, stands for frei aber einsam (free but alone), 
the group's motto. By far the best movement of the Sonata 
(Schumann wrote the second and fourth movements, and 
Dietrich the first), Brahms's contribution is rhythmically 
exciting and original in conception, and it is still part of the 
violin repertoire. 

 
Violin Sonata in D Minor, Op. 108 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1886-88 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
Brahms began his Sonata for piano and violin in D Minor, Op. 
108, almost immediately after finishing the Sonata in A 
Major, Op. 100, during a vacation in Thun in the summer of 
1886, but he set the work aside for two years and completed 
it only when he returned to Thun in 1888 for another 
vacation. The two works are in fact utterly different from one 
another: the A Major Sonata is easygoing and radiates with 
warm melody from start to finish, while the D Minor Sonata 
is an athletic, fibrous, and at times even nervous affair that 
offers drama of a far more epic nature. Brahms dedicated the 
Sonata No. 3 to Hans von Bülow, pianist, conductor, friend, 
and champion of the composer. 
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