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PROGRAM  
Divertimento in G Major, Hob. IV:9 
Franz Joseph Haydn 
Born: March 31, 1732, in Rohrau, Austria 
Died: May 31, 1809, Rohrau, Austria 
Composed: 1784 
Duration: 7 minutes 
 
The six Haydn divertimenti of 1784 (of which the G Major is 
No. 4) are generally performed by the combination of two 
violins and a cello, the preferred forces specified on the 
original score Haydn. They are enjoyable examples of the 
everyday sort of chamber music Haydn produced in such 
profusion. Each work is in three movements, but the 
sequence of the three is never the same. All the works are 
short, with none longer than 10 minutes in total and several 
of the individual movements barely over a minute but they 
are all full of unexpected pleasures. 
 
Purcell’s Chacony in G Minor [Arr. by Britten] 
String Quartet No. 2, Op. 36 
Benjamin Britten 
Born: November 22, 1913, in Lowestoft, UK 
Died: December 4, 1976, in Aldeburgh, UK 
Composed: 1945 
Duration: 7 minutes (Chacony) 
Duration: 30 minutes (Quartet No. 2) 
 
Britten particularly admired the clarity of Purcell's music and 
made arrangements and realizations of many Purcell works: 
he created and performed a realization of Dido and Aeneas 
and, in 1945, to commemorate the 250th anniversary of 
Purcell's death, used the Rondeau from his Abeldazer as the 
theme of a set of variations for an instructional film The 
Instruments of the Orchestra. Britten's contribution to this 

version of the Chacony for string quartet involved primarily 
adding dynamic markings. 
 
Though best known as a composer of vocal music Britten also 
composed a selection of chamber works, including three 
numbered string quartets and four solo cello pieces. The 
second quartet dates to immediately after World War II, 
which Britten spent in England as a conscientious objector. In 
July of 1945, Britten and violinist Yehudi Menuhin traveled 
together to Germany, now occupied by the Allies, giving at 
least two recitals a day. That fall, Britten was commissioned 
to write a string quartet commemorating the 250th 
anniversary of Henry Purcell’s death, so naturally the second 
quartet is dedicated to Purcell, the first British composer of 
note. It was premiered on November 21, 1945, the precise 
date of the anniversary (and a day before Britten’s own 
birthday). The last movement takes up a form that Purcell 
himself had mastered, the Chacony. 
 
String Sextet in A Major, Op. 48 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czech Republic 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1878 
Duration: 35 minutes 
 
Dvořák’s String Sextet in A Major was premiered as a private 
performance at the home of the renowned violinist Joseph 
Joachim. This marked the first time that Dvořák’s work had 
been heard outside of Bohemia (now Czechoslovakia), his 
home. The work was extremely well received and was the 
first of his compositions to enjoy international success. The 
sextet was written during a period of composition that is 
known as Dvořák’s Slavic period. During this time, Dvořák’s 
writing featured Slavic folk elements which can be heard 
throughout the four movements of the Sextet. 
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