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PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Piano Sonatas, K. 119, 123, 481 
Domenico Scarlatti 
Born: October 26, 1685, in Naples, Italy 
Died: July 23, 1757, in Madrid, Spain 
Composed: nd 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
Domenico Scarlatti's sonatas imaginatively explore the 
sonorities of the harpsichord, its technical challenges, and 
various more abstract musical problems. The pieces are all 
quite short, and all are in the traditional Baroque binary 
form, but this uniformity only makes their variety all the 
more striking. The sonatas display delightful thematic 
inventiveness, creative key shifts, and considerable 
keyboard virtuosity. Scarlatti called his works "ingenious 
jesting with art," and so they are. 
 
Fantasia in C Minor, BWV 906 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
Born: March 31, 1685, in Eisenach, Germany 
Died: July 28, 1750, Leipzig, Germany 
Composed: c. 1738 
Duration: 6 minutes 
 
Because its fugue is incomplete, Fantasia and Fugue for 
keyboard in C Minor, BWV 906, a work composed 
sometime during the composer's early or middle Leipzig 
years, is sometimes known simply as the Fantasia in C 
Minor; it is one of relatively few Bach harpsichord prelude 
and fugue pieces whose authenticity has not been 
questioned, for it survives in an autograph manuscript. It 
is the latest of Bach's individual prelude/fantasia and 
fugue pieces, and both the musical gestures and the style 
of keyboard writing with which Bach fills it are 
correspondingly advanced. 

 
Italian Concerto in F Major, BWV 971 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
Composed: 1735 
Duration: 14 minutes 
 
Bach’s Italian Concerto is featured in his Clavierübung, 
Part II. According to the composer himself, the Italian 
Concerto was intended "for lovers of music, for their 
enjoyment," and not solely for the purposes of their 
technical advancement. The Concerto after the Italian 
Style is not, as was once supposed, a reduction of a full 
keyboard concerto with orchestra, but rather an attempt 
at recreating the elements of concerto style in microcosm 
in a brilliant work for a solo instrument. 
 
Fandango 
Antonio Soler 
Born: December 3, 1729, in Olot, Spain 
Died: December 20, 1783, in El Escorial, Spain 
Composed: c. 1770 
Duration: 14 minutes 
 
The basic question posed about this piece is not when the 
Fandango in D Minor was written, but whether Soler was 
the composer. Period scholars (early Classical period, of 
Iberian concentration) remain divided about its 
authenticity, although there is little dispute of the work's 
brilliance. The fandango first appeared in the early 
eighteenth century, later on with regional derivations—
the malagueña, granadina, murciana, and rondeña, 
named for their places of origin. But flamenco was the 
taproot, since fandangos could be sung as well as danced. 
What Soler may have done was borrow or adapt an 
existing bass line. 
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