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PROGRAM  
Piano Quartet in A Minor, Op. 67 
Joaquín Turina 
Born: December 9, 1882, in Seville, Spain 
Died: June 14, 1949, in Madrid, Spain 
Composed: 1931 
Duration: 18 minutes 
 
A native of Seville, Turina graduated from Royal Conservatory 
in Madrid and wrote a zarazuela, a Spanish operetta. 
However, he took little serious interest in Spanish music and 
at 23 moved to Paris to study composition with composer 
Vincent D’Indy and to absorb the romantic tradition of 
D’Indy’s teacher, César Franck. This piano quartet, written 
when he was 49, departs from the classical quartet by 
omitting a long sonata-form first movement, following 
instead a movement sequence of lento-vivo-andante, and 
using the Franck-like principle of tying the movements 
together with common themes. 
 
Il Presepio 
Nino Rota 
Born: December 3, 1911, in Milan, Italy 
Died: April 10, 1979, in Rome, Italy 
Composed: 1928 
Duration: 6 minutes 
 
Nino Rota, known to many as a film composer (Fellini; The 
Godfather), left an extensive oeuvre including works in every 
genre. Il Presepio (“The Crib”) is a Christmas piece for voice 
(soprano) and quartet with traditional Italian words. the 
writing for quartet envelops the voice with gentle harmonies 
and wonderfully individualized timbres; the section marked 
Un poco più mosso provides a delicious imitation of Vivaldi 
and at the same time an echo of the nativity pastorals in 
Neapolitan music, echoed in Franco Alfano and Respighi. 

 
Chanson perpétuelle, Op. 37 
Ernest Chausson 
Born: January 20, 1855, in Paris, France 
Died: June 10, 1899, in Limay, France 
Composed: 1898 
Duration: 8 minutes 
 
The music of Ernest Chausson’s first and second periods is 
characterized by shapely melodic lines, elegant harmonies, 
and elaborate and dramatic styles, showing the influence of 
Wagner and Massenet whereas Chausson’s music from his 
third period grows in sonority and harmonic subtlety. 
Chanson perpétuelle provides an example of the direction in 
which Chausson took his music late in life. The piece has an 
air of disenchantment and conveys the oppressive nature of 
his post-romantic world. The verse is a declaration of love to 
an absent lover and is taken directly from Charles Cros's 
poem Chanson perpétuelle. 
 
Piano Quintet in G Minor, Op. 57 
Dmitri Shostakovich 
Born: September 25, 1906, in St. Petersburg, Russia 
Died: August 9, 1975, in Moscow Russia 
Composed: 1940 
Duration: 32 minutes 
 
Shostakovich’s Piano Quintet in G Minor was written in 
response to an enthusiastic request from the members of the 
Beethoven String Quartet, one of the former Soviet bloc's 
most respected chamber ensembles of the period. The group 
had recently programmed Shostakovich's first string quartet 
and had been so impressed by the piece that the players 
decided unanimously to seek a new piece from the 
composer, which would also involve a pianist. The quintet is 
made of five movements, each of which is in readily 
accessible populist style and characterized by clearly etched 
and powerful melodies. 
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