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PROGRAM 
String Quartet in D Major, Op. 18, No. 3 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770, in Bonn, Germany 
Died: March 26, 1827, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1798-99 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
Beethoven's String Quartet in D Major, Op. 18, No. 
3, occupies a noble, if humble, place in history. Though 
placed third in the Op. 18 set of six quartets published in 
1801, this was the very first that Beethoven composed. Of 
the six quartets in Op. 18, the D Major quartet is certainly 
the most genial and, in a sense, relaxed. Its mood is 
bright, lyrical, and humorous with just a touch of 
poignancy in the slow movement. 

 
String Quartet TBA 
Lembit Beecher 
Born: in 1980 in Santa Cruz, CA 
Composed: 2018 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
No Program Note at this time.  
 
Noted for his collaborative spirit and “ingenious” 
interdisciplinary projects (The Wall Street Journal), Lembit 
Beecher is currently the composer-in-residence of the 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, having previously served a 
three-year term as the inaugural composer-in-residence 
of Opera Philadelphia. A constant across his wide range of 
works is a potent sense of drama, which manifests itself 
through a quirky, thoughtful, and intimately poignant 
musical language. Having earned degrees from Harvard, 

Rice, and the University of Michigan Mr. Beecher’s recent 
and upcoming premieres include works for A Far Cry 
Chamber Orchestra, Diderot Quartet, Detroit Chamber 
Winds and Strings, Gotham Chamber Opera, Opera 
Philadelphia, and the Juilliard Quartet. Many of Mr. 
Beecher’s latest projects involve the incorporation of 
untraditional elements into operatic form, working with 
baroque instruments, electronic sounds, animation, new 
technologies, and devised theatre actors. 

 
Piano Quintet in A Major, Op. 81 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czech Republic 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1887 

Duration: 40 minutes 
 
In the early 1870s, Dvořák wrote a Piano Quintet in A 
Major that was published as Op. 5. Always dissatisfied 
with it, he attempted in 1887 to revise it. Instead, he cast 
it aside and immediately set about composing a brand 
new piano quintet in the same key. This product, the 
Quintet in A Major, Op. 81 (now called No. 2, 
though Dvořák surely would not have liked it to be so), is 
a complete success and a central masterwork of 
Romantic-era chamber music. Written in the fall of 1887, 
it is a work that now stands alongside the Brahms F Minor 
Piano Quintet as one of the twin peaks of the repertoire 
written for piano and string quartet. The three legs of 
the Dvořák stylistic triad—Brahmsian depth and warmth, 
Eastern European folk flavor, and sheer melodicism—are 
held in perfect balance here. 
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