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PROGRAM (Selection of Program Notes) 
Interludes I & II 
Leon Kirchner 
Born: January 24, 1919, in New York, NY 
Died: September 17, 2009, in New York, NY 
Composed: 1989 & 2002 
Duration: 8 minutes and 6 minutes 
 
Leon Kirchner's compositions for piano are not numerous but 
of very high quality. The fact that he was a pianist himself 
certainly predisposed him towards writing for this 
instrument, and his knowledge of this instrument is evident 
in his highly successful pianistic style of writing. His piano 
compositions span over his entire compositional career of 
well over 60 years.  
 
Fantasy in F Minor, D. 940 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1828 
Duration: 20 minutes 
 
On March 26, 1828, in the hall of the Gesellschaft der 
Musikfreunde in Vienna, Schubert gave the only public 
concert entirely of his works held during his lifetime. The 
event, prompted and sponsored by his circle of devoted 
friends, was a significant artistic and financial success. The 
first important composition that Schubert completed after 
that milestone in his career was the Fantasy in F Minor, the 
most poetic of his creations for piano duet. The Fantasy in F 
Minor is his last and greatest contribution to the four-hand 
repertory, which, according to Maurice Brown in his study of 
Schubert “has, in the highest degree, all those characteristic 
qualities of the composer that have endeared him to 
generations of music lovers.” 

Slavonic Dances [TBA] 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czech Republic 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1878 and 1886 
Duration: ~15 minutes 
 
Dvořák’s Slavonic Dances were first written as two sets 
of piano duets in 1878 and 1886, each set was orchestrated 
by the composer soon after its initial publication in keyboard 
form. He wrote the Slavonic Dances at the urging of the 
German music publisher Fritz Simrock, to whom he had been 
introduced by Johannes Brahms, an early supporter of 
Dvořák’s music. Simrock requested a set of dances for piano 
duet, and, seeking to capitalize on a vogue for Eastern 
European folk music, he specified that they should be based 
upon the music of the composer’s Bohemian homeland. 
Dvořák produced a set of eight original dance pieces that did 
not quote any existing traditional dances but evoked their 
spirit. The original set proved so popular that, eight years 
later, Dvořák composed a second set of eight dances. 
 
La Valse 
Maurice Ravel 
Born: March 7, 1875, in Ciboure, France 
Died: December 28, 1937, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1919-20  
Duration: 12 minutes  
 
Still as shattering and relevant today as when it was 
composed nearly a century ago, La Valse is a work of 
fascinating duality. In Ravel’s vision, the Viennese waltz is 
both glorified and deconstructed. Perhaps best known in 
its orchestral version, Ravel transcribed it for two pianos 
and solo piano. In fact, the first performance of La Valse 
was given as a two-piano work (with Ravel as one of the 
performers). 
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