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PROGRAM 
Violin Sonata 
Francis Poulenc 
Born: January 7, 1899, in Paris, France 
Died: January 30, 1963, in Paris, France 
Composed: 1942-43; rev. 1949 
Duration: 20 minutes 
 
Poulenc's Violin Sonata was composed during 1942 and 1943 
while his country was at war. This sonata is dedicated to the 
memory of a victim of a then-recent foreign conflict: 
Federico Garcia Lorca, the poet, who was slain during the 
Spanish Civil War. In these circumstances, even this most 
delightful of composers acquired a harder edge. 

 
Violin Sonata in F Minor, Op. 80 
Sergei Prokofiev 
Born: April 23, 1891, in Sontsivka, Ukraine 
Died: March 5, 1953, in Moscow, Russia 
Composed: 1938-46 
Duration: 32 minutes 
 
Prokofiev wrote two sonatas for violin and piano. He started 
working on the Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 80, in 1938 but 
set it aside, finishing it nearly a decade later in 1946 after his 
second sonata was already published. Dedicated to the great 
violinist David Oistrakh who provided the impetus for its 
completion and who performed its premiere, it is an 
incredible virtuoso work, darker and more serious than the 
second sonata (originally for flute and violin). It was 
apparently influenced by a Handel sonata that Prokofiev 
admired, and its substantial four-movement design follows 
the Baroque plan of slow-fast-slow-fast. 

Violin Sonata in A Major, D. 574, Grand Duo 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1817 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
In 1816, Schubert composed three violin sonatas, which 
demonstrated his hands-on knowledge of both instruments 
as well as the influence of Beethoven’s works for that 
combination. The following summer, his lyrical sensibilities 
now in full flower, the 20-year-old Schubert wrote the 
exquisite Duo in A Major. The entire work is an unbroken 
stream of graceful, beautifully crafted melody, reflecting his 
quintessential genius for song. Although the designation Duo 
was not appended to the A-Major sonata until its publication 
some 23 years after his death, the aptness of the title is 
justified by the continuous dialogue between the two 
instruments, particularly in the third and fourth movements. 

 
Violin Sonata in E-flat Major, Op. 18 
Richard Strauss 
Born: June 11, 1864, in Munich, Germany 
Died: September 8, 1949, in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany 
Composed: 1887-88 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
The Violin Sonata in E-flat Major is considered Strauss’s last 
“classical” piece. Still under the influence of his conservative 
father, his chamber output, of which he left only a handful of 
works dating from before 1890, follows the generally 
accepted classical patterns. The two parts, the violin and the 
piano, are densely written, and the melodic lines interweave, 
creating a symphonic texture. Even though it is a sonata, it is 
almost as if the two instruments are playing a double 
concerto. 
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