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PROGRAM 
Violin Sonata in E Minor, K. 304 [Arr.] 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Born: January 27, 1756, in Salzburg, Austria 
Died: December 5, 1791, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1778 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 
In 1778, Mannheim flutist Johann Baptist Wendling encouraged 
Mozart to write “duets for piano and violin” to help make a 
living once he got to Paris.  Known as the Palatine sonatas 
because Mozart dedicated them to Maria Elisabeth, wife of the 
Elector of Palatine, Five of the Palatine Sonatas, including the       
E Minor, consist of only two movements, a configuration Mozart 
may have borrowed from Johann Christian Bach or Haydn. The     
E Minor Sonata, which many consider the greatest of the 
Palatine Sonatas, is one of only two chamber works with piano 
and strings in which Mozart employed a minor key (the other 
being the G Minor Piano Quartet, K. 478).  
 
Silent Woods, Op. 68, No. 5 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841, in Nelahozeves, Czech Republic 
Died: May 1, 1904, in Prague, Czech Republic 
Composed: 1883-84 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Besides the famous Cello Concerto in B Minor, Dvořák wrote 
precious little music for solo cello. In fact, there is really just a 
single original composition for cello beyond the Concerto: the 
Rondo in G Minor, Op. 94. The rest of Dvořák’s cello pieces, 
including Silent Woods, are arrangements of music originally 
intended for other instruments. Dvořák composed the piano 
duets From the Bohemian Forest in 1883-84; he selected the 
fifth of that group for arrangement as a solo cello vehicle about 
ten years later. Silent Woods (whose original Czech title, Klid, 
might be better translated as "Rest" or "Quiet") is a lovely work, 
endowed with long and sumptuous melody, tenacious 

syncopations, and a gently plodding bass line in which we can 
almost hear Dvořák quietly tramping through the Czech woods. 
 
Sonata in A Minor, D. 821, Arpeggione 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797, in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828, in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1824 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
Schubert composed the Apreggione Sonata in late 1824 and it 
remains today the only significant composition for the 
instrument. The arpeggione, invented in 1823 by a Viennese 
guitar maker, was a six-stringed instrument with frets but bowed 
like a cello. The instrument experienced a brief period of 
popularity after its invention and it is likely Schubert wrote the 
sonata in response to a commission. However, by the time the 
sonata was posthumously published in 1871, all interest in the 
instrument had died out. Today, the work is mostly commonly 
performed on cello or viola. Transcriptions for other 
instruments, such as the double bass, flute, clarinet and guitar, 
also exist. 
 
Star Sonata 
Xavier Foley 
Born: August 9, 1994, in Marietta, GA 
Composed: 2018 
Duration: 35 minutes 
 
Xavier Foley has distinguished himself as both a bassist and a 
composer, studying composition as a student at the Curtis 
Institute of Music and following in a long tradition of bassists, 
from Koussevitzky on, who sought to expand the repertoire for 
their instrument. The Star Sonata carries a monumental sense of 
heft, a glorious crashing together of ancient forms and modern 
sensibilities, all bearing the indelible mark of the composer’s 
formidable skill as a performer. 
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