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Murmurations 
Derek Bermel 
Born: 1967 
Composed: 2015 
PCMS Premiere 
Duration: 20 minutes 
 
When I listen to and watch a string orchestra play, I'm 
reminded of a flock of birds. Visually and aurally, the 
performers seek unity on many levels -- attention to 
tuning, tone, clarity of rhythm, consistency and pressure 
of bowing. They glide and dive in formation, soaring 
together or splitting into layers. When I lived in Rome, I 
often witnessed the graceful spectacle of a starling 
murmuration. Their stunning, geometrical displays of 
aviation are a humbling sight to behold. In 
"Murmurations" I attempted to map onto a musical 
structure some of the behavior I observed in the 
starlings' flight.  
 
Quartet No. 8, Op. 110a (Arr.) 
Dmitri Shostakovich  
Born: September 25, 1906 
Died: August 9, 1975 
Composed: 1960 
Last PCMS performance: ECCO, January 2011 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
Shostakovich’s work on a film score took him to 
Dresden, which had been bombed in 1945. There, 
Shostakovich composed a quartet inscribed “In memory 
of victims of fascism and war.” Everything else about 
this Quartet has been much debated. The idea of so 
much destruction wreaked on a city must have triggered 
a great emotional response. However, the Quartet also 
quotes liberally from Shostakovich’s own music and uses 
his personal motto theme, suggesting an 
autobiographical nature. The work is in five continuous 
movements; its most important landmark is a four-note 
theme built on an abbreviation of the composer’ s 
name, DSCH.  

Nocturne for String Orchestra 
Antonín Dvořák 
Born: September 8, 1841 
Died: May 1, 1904 
Composed: 1875 
PCMS Premiere 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Dvořák made copies of uncompleted or rejected works 
for later use in lacking compositions. Among these was a 
hectoring and overextended, one-movement string 
quartet. Its slow portion, marked Andante religioso, is 
strikingly superior to the surrounding matter – beautiful 
in a faintly Wagnerian, certainly chromatic, way. In 1883 
he re-arranged it for string orchestra, adding the 
rapturous concluding measures and calling it Notturno.  
 
Divertimento for Strings 
Béla Bartók 
Born: March 25, 1881 
Died: September 26, 1945 
Composed: 1939 
Last PCMS performance: ECCO, February 2013 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
This divertimento was composed when Bartók was at 
the height of his reputation, and Europe was at a 
terrible crossroads. But for perhaps the last time in his 
life, Bartók was able to write music that didn’t reflect 
the world around him. It is one of Bartók’s lightest and 
most accessible scores. It picks up the tradition of the 
eighteenth-century concerto grosso—with its 
alternating passages for a small group of solo 
instruments and full ensemble—and turns it into a 
series of games for soloists and orchestra. The two fast 
outer movements are dancelike; in between comes a 
powerful slow movement with dark harmonies and a 
tragic tone—an acknowledgement, perhaps, of the 
terrible events unfolding outside the cottage. At the end 
there is calm, but not peace. 
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