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Wind Quintet, Op. 2 
György Kurtág 
Born: February 19, 1926 
Composed: 1959 
Last PCMS performance: Marlboro Musicians, Feb 2000 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
This work appeared when Kurtág was still a citizen of 
occupied Hungary, a young man with the finest 
expressive instincts in a country where similarly talented 
artists of all mediums suffered persecution at the hands 
of the Soviets. This is not self-pitying music; it is a clear 
musical language used in the most discreet terms. "My 
vocabulary comes from Bartók, who got his from 
Beethoven," Kurtág once said, and one can detect the 
eight brief movements that make up this wind quintet. 
The angular arabesques that flit quietly imply the elder 
Hungarian's indestructible melodic sense. In the Op. 2, 
one can detect the smart, silent man who wants to go 
unnoticed and the pressure he is under to remain 
innocuous.  
 
Reveler-Scherzos 
Brad Balliett 
Born: 1984 
Philadelphia Premiere 
 
New York City-based composer and Decoda bassoonist 
Brad Balliett is gaining a reputation for unusual and 
thought-provoking programming, performance and 
composition. Balliett frequently melds classical and new 
styles to bring fresh revelations to the stage. 
  
Divertissement 
Erwin Schulhoff 
Born: June 8, 1894 
Died: August 18, 1942 
Composed: 1926 
PCMS Premiere 
Duration: 15 minutes 
 

From the rollicking hautboy street bands of renaissance 
times to the modern military band, performances of 
wind music have always had a different social context, 
based more on entertainment of the masses than the 
more elite performance contexts of “loftier” 
instruments such as strings, keyboards, and voice. In this 
context, the divertissement with its suggestion of pure 
entertainment rather than enlightenment or edification 
is a frequently applied title in works for reed trio. It was 
along these lines that Schulhoff composed his 
Divertissement of 1927, the marks of dance-hall jazz 
apparent in such rhythmically-charged movements as 
the “Charleston” and the “Florida”. 
 
Wind Quintet, Op. 43 
Carl Nielsen 
Born: June 9, 1865 
Died: October 3, 1931 
Composed: 1922 
Last PCMS performance: NY Phil Winds, April 2012 
Duration: 25 minutes  
 
In a program note, Nielsen himself provided a 
description of the work: "The quintet for winds is one of 
the composer’s latest works, in which he has attempted 
to render the characters of the various instruments. At 
one moment they are all talking at once, at another they 
are quite alone. The work consists of three movements: 
a) Allegro, b) Minuet and c) Prelude – Theme with 
Variations. The theme for these variations is the melody 
for one of C.N.’s spiritual songs, which has here been 
made the basis of a set of variations, now merry and 
quirky, now elegiac and serious, ending with the theme 
in all its simplicity and very quietly expressed." Overall, 
the piece combines aspects of neo-classicism and 
modernism. The first movement is in sonata form, the 
second is a minuet with a rustic quality and the third 
opens with a short Praeludium followed by a set of 
variations. 
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