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Program
Cello Sonata in E Minor, Op. 38 
Johannes Brahms 
Born: May 7, 1833 
Died: April 3, 1897 
Composed: 1862-1865 
Last PCMS performance: Steven Isserlis, April 2005 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
The first edition of this work was titled “Sonate für 
Pianoforte and Violoncell,” in what was then still a 
common listing. However, as Emanuel Ax wrote, “the 
placement of the instruments in relation to each other is 
quite fresh and astonishing. The cello is often the bass 
support of the entire harmonic structure, and the piano 
is often in the soprano in both hands. This constant 
shifting of registers, creates an intimate fusing of the 
two instruments, so that there is no feeling of a more 
important voice that is continuous.”  
 
Two Early Pieces 
Anton Webern 
Born: December 3, 1883 
Died: September 15, 1945 
Composed: 1899 
PCMS Premiere 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Webern penned this work in Vienna, a city with the 
legacy of Brahms and Schubert, therefore it is 
understandable this is firmly rooted in 19th-century 
Romanticism. Webern probably wrote this to perform 
with his sister at the piano. An interesting aspect of the 
work is the pairing of two slow-tempo movements 
together, a penchant for the obsessive that shows up in 
his later works as a fondness for the musical miniature. 
  
Cello Sonata 
Anton Webern  
Composed: 1914 
Last PCMS performance: Heinrich Schiff, May 1991 

Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Lost to the world until discovered in an old European 
attic, Webern's Sonata was supposed to have been a 
birthday present for his father. The only movement that 
exists of this would-be sonata exemplifies his war-time 
composition; it is not twelve-tone but it is fractured and 
rhythmically-pointed in that most uniquely Webernian 
of ways. Sudden, sometimes explosively and shockingly 
sudden, changes of dynamic abound.  
 
Three Little Pieces, Op. 11 
Anton Webern 
Composed: 1914 
Last PCMS performance: Jean-Guihen Queyras, Jan 2017 
Duration: 5 minutes 
 
Best known as the devoted disciple and torchbearer of 
Arnold Schoenberg’ s 12-tone method, Webern in fact 
underwent numerous artistic transformations over the 
course of his career. His early works bear the hallmarks 
of late Romanticism. This music is marked by its extreme 
brevity. It is obsessed with softness and silence. Webern 
places unprecedented import on sonic gesture: 
movements as short as 20 seconds magnify 
instrumental effects into musical events in themselves.  
  
Cello Sonata in F Major, Op. 99 
Johannes Brahms 
Composed: 1886 
Last PCMS performance: Amit Peled, January 2013 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
The formally more traditional but altogether grander 
Op. 99, was composed for the cellist of the Joachim 
String Quartet. The new Cello Sonata was a match for 
the old one in terms of feeling. The Second Sonata 
sounds youthful in its ardor, and tempestuous in its 
opening despite the major mode, usually more 
conventionally sunny than here. 
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