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Program
Cello Sonata in D Major, Op. 58 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Born: February 3, 1809 
Died: November 4, 1847 
Composed: 1843 
Last PCMS performance: Hai-Ye Ni, March 2011 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
Mendelssohn wrote this sonata for his brother Paul, a 
cellist. The first movement begins with a surging, 
confident melody for the cello, underpinned by a 
pressing piano accompaniment. The keyboard then 
presents its own statement of the theme, the cello now 
relegated to the background. Indeed, the instruments 
will be treated as equals throughout most of this sonata, 
and often each is allowed a virtuoso flourish. The Adagio 
begins with graceful piano arpeggios that follow the 
chord structure of the aria "Es ist vollbracht" from 
Bach's St. John Passion, reflecting Mendelssohn's 
lifelong devotion to the music of the German Baroque 
master. Cellist Coenraad Bloemendal has proposed 
reading this movement as "a programmatic 
representation of the competing religious forces that 
coexisted in Mendelssohn's mind" -- the "Lutheran" 
piano part overlapping and ultimately embracing what 
Bloemendal describes as the cello's "cantorial chant." 
 
Suite Populaire Espagnole 
Manuel de Falla 
Born: November 23, 1876 
Died: November 14, 1946 
Composed: 1914 
Last PCMS performance: Leila Josefowicz and John 
Novacek, January 2012 
Duration: 13 minutes 
 
Originally scored for voice and piano, Falla finished his 
Siete canciones populares españolas (Seven Popular 
Spanish Songs) in Paris, shortly before returning to 
Madrid. Violinist Paul Kochanski (1887-1934), worked 

with Falla to transcribe six of the songs, which would 
later become the most famous of Kochanski’s 
transcriptions. Bearing the present-day title, Kochanski’s 
arrangement reordered Falla’s original score, adding 
pizzicato figures to both El paño moruno (The Moorish 
Cloth) and Jota. Inspired from Spanish folk melodies, 
Falla’s final piece has elements of flamenco dance. 
 
Cello Sonata 
Claude Debussy 
Born: August 22, 1862 
Died: March 25, 1918 
Composed: 1915 
Last PCMS performance: Rafael Figueroa, May 2017 
Duration: 12 minutes 
 
Towards the end of his life, Debussy designed a series of 
six sonatas, each for a different combination of 
instruments. Due to his declining health, he was only 
able to finish three: the Cello Sonata; the Sonata for 
Flute, Viola, and Harp; and his final composition for 
violin and piano. 
 
Cello Sonata in G Minor, Op. 65 
Frédéric Chopin 
Born: March 1, 1810 
Died: October 17, 1849 
Composed: 1846 
Last PCMS performance: Susan Babini, May 2011 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
Dedicated to Auguste Franchomme (1808-1884), this 
sonata is the last of Chopin’s works published in his 
lifetime and was performed by Chopin and Franchomme 
at the composer’s last public concert in 1848. The 
primary cello motive of the first movement, a rising and 
falling half-step, opens the lush second movement, the 
folksy scherzo, and the tarantella finale--further 
evidence that Chopin was consciously experimenting 
with German compositional methods.  
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