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Program
Air for Flute and String Quartet 
Aaron Jay Kernis 
Born: January 15, 1960 
Composed: 1996 
PCMS Premiere 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
Air is a love letter to the violin. Songlike and lyrical, it 
opens up a full range of the instrument's expressive and 
poignant possibilities. Composed with two main themes 
and open in harmony, the first poses melodic questions 
and their response, while the second is very still, rising 
ever-upward into the highest range of the violin. 
Following a middle section of dramatic intensity, it 
cycles back to the themes in reverse, developing each 
along the way, and ending quietly after a final plaintive 
ascent. Air is dedicated to pianist Evelyne Luest, the 
composer's wife. 
 
String Quartet in C Major, K. 465, Dissonance 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Born: January 27, 1756 
Died: December 5, 1791 
Composed: 1785 
Last PCMS performance: Tokyo Quartet, March 2010 
Duration: 30 minutes 
 
The last of the six quartets Mozart dedicated to Haydn, 
K. 465 is officially in the sunny key of C major, but it 
owes its "Dissonant" nickname to its slow, tense 
introduction, full of unresolved harmonies over a 
throbbing cello line. Soon enough, this disorienting 
Adagio gives way to the first movement's bright, Allegro 
main matter. Third comes a witty, Haydn-esque Minuet 
(and one that would influence Beethoven), full of 
sudden dynamic contrasts and pitting various 
combinations of instruments against each other. 
Performers may play this as either comedy or drama, 
but the music is really a bold melding of the two. 
 
Flute Quartet in C Major, K. 285b 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Composed: 1781 
Last PCMS performance: Musicians from Marlboro I, 
November 2009 
Duration: 16 minutes 
 
Mozart was an ambivalent composer for the flute. He 
wrote marvelous parts for the instrument in his 
symphonies, concertos, and operas, but said negative 
things about it as a solo instrument. Much of that stems 
from his encounter with a wealthy amateur flutist, who 
commissioned a set of concertos and quartets featuring 
the flute; however, for various reasons, Mozart only 
completed part of the commission and received only 
partial payment. This work is one such commission. 
There is certainly no sign of struggle or distaste for the 
assignment in the finished product. Brimming with 
lovely tunes, it is in two movements: a cheerful Allegro, 
and an Andantino in theme and variations, adapted 
from his Serenade No. 10 in B flat major (K. 361). 
 
String Quartet in C Minor, Op. 18, No. 4 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Born: December 16, 1770 
Died: March 26, 1827 
Composed: 1798-1800 
Last PCMS performance: Miami Quartet, February 2012 
Duration: 25 minutes 
 
The only quartet from Beethoven's Opus 18 set to be 
cast in a minor key, this was also, despite its number, 
the last of the six to be completed. C minor would come 
to be a key Beethoven reserved for highly dramatic 
works. Before this quartet, though, he'd used C minor 
without any special sense of tragedy; now, for the first 
time, he invests his C minor music with a special 
emotional depth. This opening movement immediately 
spins forth a worried violin theme over agitated 
accompaniment, interrupted by a series of jagged 
chords. The surprise comes with the structure of the 
inner movements. There's no traditional slow 
movement; instead, Beethoven offers a scherzo 
followed by a minuet, both in moderate tempos.  
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