
   
 

Quatuor Ebène 
Thursday, April 6 – 8:00 PM 
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Program
String Quartet in B-flat Major, Op. 18, No. 6 
Ludwig van Beethoven  
Born: December 17, 1770 
Died: March 26, 1827 
Composed: 1798 - 1800  
Last PCMS performance: Hagen Quartet, November 2013 
Duration: 25 minutes  
 
This was the last of the group of six quartets. While that 
might appear obvious in perusing the headnote, in 
actuality the numbers do not correspond to their order 
of composition. The reason Beethoven changed the 
order was apparently due to the character of the 
quartets: the first three adhere to traditional forms, while 
the latter group are unorthodox and varied in style. The 
finale presents probably the most complex music in the 
work. It begins with a dark, slow introduction, quite 
unlike anything else in the quartet. The mood is 
mysterious and intense. When the Allegretto section 
begins, Beethoven does not take listeners back to the 
backward-looking delight of the first movement, but 
rather to a more modern sound of joy. The character of 
the themes is decidedly less rooted in the language of 
Mozart and Haydn here, more foretelling of Beethoven's 
own style to come. 
 
String Quartet in G Minor, Op. 10  
Claude Debussy 
Born: August 22, 1862 
Died: March 25, 1918 
Composed: 1893 
Last PCMS performance: Juilliard Quartet, November 2015 
Duration: 24 minutes 
 
Debussy's quartet is most distinctive for its overarching 
preoccupation with timbre and sonority. The work as a 
whole offers a compendium of string-playing techniques 
- the Scherzo, for example, makes use of the disruptive 
sonic confrontations that can occur when rapidly 
alternating pizzicato and bowed passages produce what 
one commentator has described as "a confusion that 
forces the listener to concentrate on the textures, rather 
than the linear form of the music." These apparently 

disparate elements are then welded together in a finale 
of striking economy of means, and only at the close does 
it become really clear that the opening gestures of the 
work have actually altered themselves and coalesced to 
produce an organic unity.  
 
String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 127 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Composed: 1823-24 
Last PCMS performance: Orion Quartet in 2016 
Duration: 40 minutes 
 
The String Quartet in E-Flat, written in 1825, is the first of 
Beethoven’s late quartets. Overall there is an 
omnipresent sense of dissolving into acceptance and 
clarity, and for Beethoven it is an uncommonly tender 
and introverted work. The quartet begins with a grand 
chordal announcement marked Maestoso. The 
movement is then twice interrupted – just before the 
development of the sonata form begins, and when that 
section is almost finished – by recurrences of this opening 
Maestoso theme. The second movement is a set of 
variations on a prayerful theme introduced with hesitant 
half gasps that echo the harmonic ploy of the opening of 
the piece. The third movement begins with a flourish 
tapped out by the pizzicato strings. It continues as a 
rather straightforward but playful scherzo. The finale 
begins with a form of introduction – a dramatic gesture 
given out in octaves by all four players, and winding its 
way downwards to dissolve into the movement’s main 
theme. 
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