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Program 
Theme and Variations 
Olivier Messiaen   
Born:  December 10, 1908 in Avignon, France 

Died:  April 27, 1992 in Paris, France 
Composed: 1932 
Last PCMS performance: Scott St. John/Rieko Azawa 
(1992) 
Duration: 10 minutes 
 
This important early work represents Messiaen’s 
attempt to overcome the difficulty of composing larger 
works using a harmonic language that was comprised of 
essentially static chord constructions: classical theme 
and variations in form was the solution. 
 
Anthèmes 
Pierre Boulez 
Born: March 26, 1925 in Montbrison, France 
Died: January 5, 2016 in Baden-Baden, Germany 
Composed: 1991 
Last PCMS performance: First performance 
Duration: 9 minutes  

Boulez composed Anthèmes 1 in 1992. He returned to 
this relatively modest, ten-minute violin solo five years 
later, producing the more ambitious Anthèmes 2 for 
solo violin and electronics. The initial score was 
commissioned as a test piece for the Yehudi Menhuin 
Violin Competition. 

The score has everything to do with the number 7. The 
music derives from a seven-note fragment of the violin 
part from his earlier score, explosante-fixe. It contains 
seven clearly delineated sections separated by long-held 
notes played as harmonics, and many of the ornamental 
flurries are built from permutations of the primary 
seven-note set. Another unifying factor that is clearly 
noticeable when listening is the use of a focal note to 
anchor the music. The pitch "D" is emphasized at the 
beginning, and at various points throughout the piece. 
This particular note can be played in many different 
ways on the violin: as an open string tone, as a 
harmonic, as a fingered note, a trill, and so on. Boulez 
explores with great sensitivity these variations in timbre. 

 
Violin Sonata 
Francis Poulenc 
Born: January 7, 1899, 1925 in Paris, France 
Died: January 30, 1963 in Paris, France 
Composed: 1942-43 
Last PCMS performance: Augustin Hadelich/Robert Kulek 
(2011)  
Duration: 19 minutes  
 
Poulenc wrote this sonata in the shadow of World War II 
and dedicated it to the slain Spanish poet Federico 
Garcia Lorca.  Under such a cloud even Poulenc’s music 
acquired a harder edge, as displayed in the Allegro con 
fuoco movement with its dark, jagged opening theme. 
 
Violin Sonata in A Major 
Cesar Frank 
Born: December 10, 1822 in Liege, Belgium 
Died: November 8, 1890 in Paris, France 
Composed: 1886 
Last PCMS performance: Christian Tetzlaff/ Lars Vogt 
(2011)  
Duration: 28 minutes 
  
Aside from the Symphony in D Minor, the A Major Violin 
Sonata is Franck's best-known work, and rightly so. 
Composed as a wedding present for the famous Belgian 
violinist Eugene Ysaÿe (who performed it at his 
matrimonial celebrations), it is a superb synthesis of 
Franck's own uniquely rich harmonic language and 
thematic cyclicism and the Viennese classical tradition 
that he came to hold so dear in the later stages of his 
career. So beloved is the piece that it has enjoyed 
reincarnations in transcriptions for a number of 
instruments, including viola, flute, cello, tuba and even 
organ with choir. 
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