
   
 

Borodin Quartet w/ David Finckell, cello 
Sunday, October 11 – 3:00 PM 

Perelman Theater, Kimmel Center 
Program
 
String Quartet No. 2 
Alexander Borodin 
Born: November 12, 1833 in Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Died: February 27, 1887 in Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Composed: 1881 
Last PCMS performance: Guarneri Quartet in 2008 
Duration: 28 minutes 
 
Borodin dedicated the quartet to his wife Ekaterina, as a 
gift for their 20

th
 anniversary. The composer seems to 

have represented himself in this quartet with the cello 
(he was an amateur player), while Ekaterina is portrayed 
by the first violin. Each of the movements is warm and 
blissful, the whole suggesting the depiction of a 
growing, deepening love. The third movement is one of 
the composer's best-known compositions, often played 
on its own. The cello takes the lead in an unmistakable 
profession of love, answered in kind by the first violin. 
As the movement progresses, the themes are 
intertwined in fugue-like imitation, as if they are 
becoming one being. 
 
String Quartet No. 8, Op. 110 
Dmitri Shostakovich 
Born: September 25, 1906 in Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Died: August 9, 1975 in Moscow, Russia 
Composed: 1960 
Last PCMS performance: Musicians from Marlboro in 2007 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
Written over the course of three days, the 8

th
 string 

quartet stands as one of Shostakovich’s most beloved. 
Despite its popularity, the work evokes feelings of gloom 
and melancholy and is dedicated “in remembrance of 
the victims of fascism and war.” The somber dedication 
fits well with the gravity of the quartet whose moods 
throughout its five movements reflect various shades of 
black. The anguish of the quartet, according to 
Shostakovich, reflected his thoughts on visiting the 
ruined city of Königstein in East Germany. This 
explanation, then universally accepted, was reinforced 
by what seemed like a vignette of history when, at the 

beginning of the fourth movement, three notes are 
repeated against a low drone: the sound of anti-aircraft 
fire and the menacing whine of a bomber high in the sky 
above. The work was premiered by the Beethoven 
Quartet and first recorded by the Borodin Quartet in 
1962. In the liner notes of that recording, Erik Smith 
wrote “The Borodin Quartet played this work to the 
composer at his Moscow home, hoping for his criticisms. 
But Shostakovich, overwhelmed by this beautiful 
realization of his most personal feelings, buried his head 
in his hands and wept. When they had finished playing, 
the four musicians quietly packed up their instruments 
and stole out of the room.”  
  
 
String Quintet in C Major, D. 956 
Franz Schubert 
Born: January 31, 1797 in Vienna, Austria 
Died: November 19, 1828 in Vienna, Austria 
Composed: 1828 
Last PCMS performance: American Quartet in 2010 
Duration: 55 minutes 
 
This work is one of the pinnacles of the chamber music 
canon and often cited as a significant example of 
Schubert's legacy. In the period between the death of 
his idol, Beethoven, and his own passing, Schubert 
achieved a breakthrough in large-scale forms the likes of 
which has not been seen since. The Quartet was the last 
completed work by Schubert and is sometimes referred 
to as the "Cello Quintet" because it is scored for a 
standard string quartet plus an extra cello instead of the 
extra viola which is more usual in conventional string 
quintets.  The principal theme of the final movement is 
a Hungarian dance tune, while the subsidiary theme 
takes the listener back to the music of a Viennese café, 
with the work ending in a brilliant coda. 

PREVIEW 
NOTES 
 


