
Discussion questions for Morphology Video, part 2 
 

As you view this video, consider the following questions to help guide you in your thinking about how 

morphology applies directly to your classroom. 

 

Part 1 – Reasons for Teaching Morphology 

1. What are the reasons for teaching morphology?  
2. Why is word origin important for spelling?  

 
Part 2 – How Morphology Fits Into the Curriculum 

3. Discuss best practice as it relates to preparing HS students to apply morphology to course 
content. 

4. Which teachers should be responsible for teaching morphology? 
 
Part 3 – Origins of English Words 

5. What is affixing? 
6. Identify one thing you learned about the characteristics of each: Latin, Greek, Anglo-Saxon and 

French. 
 
Part 4 – Suffixes and How to Teach Them 

7. Why are suffixes the most powerful morphemes? 
8. How can suffixes indicate parts of speech? 

 
Part 5 – Prefixes and How to Teach Them 
 
Part 6 – Morphology in Content Area Classrooms 

9. What are some common morphemes for math and science? 

10. What are some practice activities for learning morphology? 

11. What are some resources for teaching morphology? 
 

Reflection and Application 

Answer the following questions as the information you have learned from this video applies to your 

classroom practice. 

 

1. How can knowledge of the origin of words help your students with their spelling? 
2. Given what is the recommended morphology instruction by grade level, what is your current 

practice within your school and what changes do you need to make as a result of listening to this 
video. 

3. In what ways can morphology instruction be embedded in the content area(s) you teach?  What 
general categories of morphemes lend themselves to be incorporated into each content area?   

4. Describe several exercises you can do to teach vocabulary using morphemes? 
5. List two words you commonly teach. Determine the morphological origin. 
6. Start with a list of vocabulary words you will be teaching, about six. As demonstrated by Dr. 

Calhoon, walk through how you would introduce roots, prefixes, and suffixes and connect origin 
and meaning as it relates to the word. How does this process aid children in learning 
vocabulary? 


