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Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

PaTTAN’s Mission
The mission of the Pennsylvania
Training and Technical Assistance
Network (PaTTAN) is to support
the efforts and initiatives of the
Bureau of Special Education, and to
build the capacity of local educational
agencies to serve students who
receive special education services.
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

Our goal for each child is to ensure
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
teams begin with the general
education setting with the use of
Supplementary Aids and Services
before considering a
more restrictive environment.

Advance Organizer
Identify SAS navigation routines that link student skill
needs recorded on an IEP with SAS framework
elements
Develop measurable IEP goals which are aligned with
PA standards, anchors, eligible content, or an
element of the curriculum framework
After rereading his/her own IEP document,
augment/revise at least one IEP goal by implementing
the 6-step routine presented
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Anticipatory Set

Student in our
5
school with an IEP

Writing standards aligned IEP goals…
1. Review Present Levels of Academic Achievement
2. Identify student needs (academic and functional skills)
3. Prioritize student needs as skills that are essential to be developed
4. Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the Curriculum
Framework that correlates with each need
5. After considering all of the above, write the goal including a clearly
defined skill/behavior, condition, and performance criteria
6. Monitor progress and adjust instruction based on data
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PA Standards Aligned System (SAS) and the IEP
• SAS provides the framework for the content and skills
that need to be taught and learned
• SAS represents the content via:
•
•

Content Standards; Assessment Anchors; Eligible Content
Curriculum Framework
• Big Ideas
• Concepts
• Competencies

• SAS links its content with suggested resources for
effective instruction
• SAS includes Teacher Tools (curriculum mapping)
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Curriculum Framework and the IEP
• Big Ideas: Declarative statements that describe
concepts that transcend all grade levels; are essential
to provide focus on specific content for all students
• Concepts: Describe what students should know,
and key knowledge as a result of instruction, specific
to grade level
• Competencies: Describe what students should be
able to do - key skills - as a result of instruction
specific to grade level
Think… If a student is below grade level, which element might
provide an entry point into the general education curriculum?
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Pennsylvania’s SAS Web Portal
www.pdesas.org

Standards-Aligned System
Rate Yourself … 1 - 5
Clear
Standards

Fair
Assessments

Interventions

Student
Achievement

Materials &
Resources

Curriculum
Framework

Instruction

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/

Big Ideas
Concepts
Competencies
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Step
1

Sammy’s Present Levels:
Vocabulary

Meet Sammy ~ Grade 3…
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Sammy’s Present Levels:
Vocabulary
Excerpt from PLAA for Sammy:
… With the use of visual phonics cues and repetition,
Sammy is on grade level, 3.0, for Word Attack skills as
evidenced on the Woodcock Johnson Reading Mastery
Test. His grade equivalent on the Word
Comprehension Tests from the same diagnostic test,
however, is1.5. In addition, his scores on monthly
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Vocabulary probes indicate
no progress is being made in this area…
12
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone

Review Present Levels of
Academic Achievement
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Step
2

Determine Needs and Prioritize

Need:
• _________________________________
Priority:
• _________________________________
Step
3

PRIORITY NEED:
Sammy needs to identify and interpret the meaning
of vocabulary in nonfiction text.
14
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone

Identify student needs
Prioritize student needs considering the skills
that are essential to be developed to advance
achievement
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Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need
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Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

1) Look at the PA Academic Standards for Reading, Writing,
Speaking, and Listening for grade 3 – including Assessment
Anchors, Big Ideas, Concepts, Competencies, and Eligible
Content from the Curriculum Framework
2) Using the information from above, which standard and/or
anchor or… element from the Curriculum Framework would
best address Sammy’s needs in vocabulary?

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

One option…
Standard - 1.1.3.C: Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g.,
synonyms, antonyms) across content areas to develop a reading
vocabulary
Assessment Anchor - R3.A.2: Understand nonfiction vocabulary
appropriate to grade level
Anchor Descriptor
R3.A.2.1: Identify and interpret the meaning of vocabulary in nonfiction.
R3.A.2.2: Identify and apply word recognition skills.
R3.A.2.3: Make inferences and draw conclusions based on text.
R3.A.2.4: Identify and explain main ideas and relevant details.
R3.A.2.5: Summarize a nonfictional text as a whole
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element
from the Curriculum Framework that correlates
with each need
Write the goal
Monitor student progress

Ste
p
5

19

Write the goal to include a clearly defined
action/behavior, condition, and performance criteria

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOAL
Include:
Condition, Name, Behavior, and Criteria

Using the graphic organizer/5-finger
strategy when reading new vocabulary
in nonfiction text, Sammy will correctly
interpret word meanings as evidenced
on a 3.0 increase each month on
Depth of Knowledge Vocabulary
probes for 6 out of 8 months.
R3.A.2.1: Identify and interpret the
meaning of vocabulary in nonfiction

Describe HOW
the student’s
progress toward
meeting this goal
will be measured

Describe
WHEN
periodic
reports on
progress will
be provided
to parents

Report
of
Progress

Scores on a rubric One time per
will be graphed for quarter
definition, use, and
total score. Sammy
will also graph his
own progress
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Formative
assessments will
also be reported by
Sammy’s SLP
20
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Step
6

6. Monitor progress and adjust instruction based on data
DOK - Mean Definition Scores - Third Grade
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12.42
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8.17
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Slope (2010)
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3

Alice’s Present Levels:
Reading Comprehension

Meet Alice ~ Grade 5…

22
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Step
1

Alice’s Present Levels:
Reading Comprehension

Excerpt from PLAA for Alice:
…Alice has met the criteria of her current reading fluency
goal of reading 120 words per minute. The San Diego
Quick Assessment suggests that her instructional level is
3th grade, and frustration level is 4th grade. She scored
low Basic on 4Sight. The 4Sight data, as well as classroom
assessments, indicate that Alice has difficulty summarizing
and identifying key concepts in both fiction and nonfiction
texts. She is able to keep pace with her classwork in
Social Studies with pre-teaching and review of important
concepts, and graphic organizers…

Step
2

Determine Needs and Prioritize

Needs:
• _________________________________
• _________________________________
• _________________________________
Step
3

Priority:
• _________________________________
PRIORITY NEED:
Alice needs to develop comprehension skills with a
focus on summarizing and identifying key concepts.
24
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Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

1) Look at the PA Academic Standards for Reading, Writing,
Speaking, and Listening for grade 5 – including Assessment
Anchors, Big Ideas, Concepts, Competencies, and Eligible
Content from the Curriculum Framework
2) Using the information from above, which standard and/or
anchor or… element from the Curriculum Framework would
best address Alice’s needs in reading comprehension?

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

26
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Step
4

Determine the Standard, Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

One option…
Standard - 1.1.5.D:
Demonstrate comprehension / understanding before reading, during
reading, and after reading on grade level texts through strategies such
as retelling, summarizing, note taking, connecting to prior knowledge,
extending ideas from text, and non-linguistic representations.
Assessment Anchor - R5.A.2:
Understand nonfiction appropriate to grade level.
Anchor Descriptor - R5.A.2.4:
Identify and explain main ideas and relevant details.
Eligible Content - R5.A.2.4.1:
Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant
supporting details from text.

Step
5

Alice’s Goal for Comprehension – Sample 1

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOAL
Include:
Condition, Name, Behavior, and Criteria

Given a nonfiction passage,
Alice will identify stated or
implied main ideas and details
as indicated by a minimum
increase of 0.8 correct word
replacements per month on 2.5
minute MAZE probes.
Eligible Content - R5.A.2.4.1:
Identify and/or explain stated or implied main
ideas and relevant supporting details from text.

Describe HOW
the student’s
progress toward
meeting this goal
will be measured

Describe
WHEN
periodic
reports on
progress will
be provided to
parents

Report of
Progress

Two times
Scores on a
per quarter
MAZE passage
will be tracked;
Alice will also
graph her own
progress
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
4Sight results
and classroom
formative
assessments will
also be reported
28
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Step
5

Alice’s Goal for Comprehension – Sample 2
Describe HOW
the student’s
progress toward
meeting this goal
will be measured

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOAL
Include:
Condition, Name, Behavior, and Criteria

Given a nonfiction passage and
a graphic organizer, Alice will
summarize major points,
earning at least 4 of 5 points on
a Summarizing Rubric on 4
consecutive biweekly trials.
Eligible Content - R5.A.2.4.1:
Identify and/or explain stated or implied main
ideas and relevant supporting details from text.

Describe
WHEN
periodic
reports on
progress will
be provided to
parents

Report of
Progress

Two times
Scores on a
per quarter
rubric will be
tracked; Alice
will graph her
own progress
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
4Sight results
and classroom
formative
assessments will
also be reported
29

Step
6

6. Monitor progress and adjust instruction based on data
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Step
1

Sydney’s Present Levels:
Self-Advocacy

Meet Sydney ~ Grade 9…

31

Step
1

Sydney’s Present Levels:
Self-Advocacy

Excerpt from PLAA for Sydney:
…Sydney has expressed frustration to her parents and
the teacher of the deaf because her math and science
teachers are not consistently employing the
accommodations that are listed on her IEP. She has
stated that she feels upset when the sound field system
is not used and when the students are all speaking at the
same time because she cannot understand what is being
said. Sydney needs to identify the accommodations that
address her communication and learning needs and
explain their importance for access…
32
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Step
2

Determine Needs and Prioritize

Needs:
• _________________________________
• _________________________________
Step
3

Priority:
• _________________________________
PRIORITY NEED:
Sydney needs to identify and express the types of
services and/or supports she needs that will provide
access in the general education classroom and that
33
positively affect her ability to learn

Step
4

Determine the Standard,Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

34
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Step
4

Determine the Standard,Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

One option…
School-Wide Area of Focus – SIS:
Student interpersonal skills
Standard Area - SIS.1:
Develop self-awareness and self-management skills to
achieve school and life successes
Standard SIS.1.B:
Recognize personal qualities and external supports
35

Ste
p
5

Write the goal to include a clearly defined
action/behavior, condition, and performance criteria

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOAL
Include:
Condition, Name, Behavior, and Criteria

Describe HOW
the student’s
progress toward
meeting this goal
will be measured

Describe
WHEN
reports on
progress
will be
provided to
parents

After scaffolding
One time
using modeling; cue per quarter
cards; repetition
strategies, scores
on a rubric will be
used. Sydney will
also graph her own
progress
consecutive opportunities.
-----------------Standard Area - SIS.1:
Formative
Develop self-awareness and self-management skills
assessment will
to achieve school and life successes
include videotaping
Standard SIS.1.B:
Recognize personal qualities and external supports and feedback

Report
of
Progress

Given practice sessions with her teacher of
the deaf, Sydney will identify and state what
types of services and/or supports she needs
to provide access in the general education
classroom and that positively affect her ability
to learn as evidenced with a score of 5 out of
5 on a Self-Advocacy Rubric for 3

36
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Step
1

Patrick’s Present Levels:
Listening

Meet Patrick ~ Grade 1

37

Step
1

Patrick’s Present Levels:
Listening

Excerpt from PLAA for Patrick:
…According to the Screening Instrument for Targeting
Educational Risk (S.I.F.T.E.R.), Patrick passed his listening
assessment in the areas of school behavior,
communication, and classroom participation, but failed in
the areas of academics and attention, according to two
classroom teachers who completed the assessment. In
addition, the Test of Auditory Comprehension of
Language -Third Edition (TACL-3) which measures a
child's auditory comprehension skills indicated that he
scored low in the area of elaborated sentences…
38
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Step
2

Determine Needs and Prioritize

Needs:
• _________________________________
• _________________________________
Step
3

Priority:
• _________________________________
PRIORITY NEED:
Patrick needs to actively listen and respond to
others with appropriate questions and ideas

Step
4

39

Determine the Standard,Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

40
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Step
4

Determine the Standard,Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need
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Step
4

Determine the Standard,Anchor, or element from the
Curriculum Framework that correlates with each need

Standard Area - 1.6: Speaking and Listening
Standard 1.6.1.A:
Listen actively and respond to others in small and
large group situations with appropriate questions
and ideas

42
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Ste
p
5

Write the goal to include a clearly defined
action/behavior, condition, and performance criteria
Describe HOW
the student’s
progress toward
meeting this
goal will be
measured

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOAL
Include:
Condition, Name, Behavior, and Criteria

Given a grade level story that is read aloud
one time per week, Patrick will retell the
events in the story with a
beginning/middle/end and score a minimum
of 4 out of 6 on the Listening Rating Sheet

Describe
WHEN
periodic
reports on
progress will
be provided
to parents

Report
of
Progress

Record scores on Two times per
Listening Rating
quarter
Sheet each week
and provide
conference/
feedback

for 6 consecutive opportunities.
Standard 1.6.1.A:
Listen actively and respond to others in small
and large group situations with appropriate
questions and ideas

43

Listening Rating Sheet - Sample
Beginner
1‐2
After listening Can
to a story…
sequence
the story
events using
pictures on
a graphic
organizer

Satisfactory
3‐4

Proficient
5‐6

Can retell events in the Can retell the
story in an organized story in a
fashion with a
sequence of
beginning/middle/end events, including
descriptive
details, and
characterization

44
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Review ~ CFU
It is essential that Standards Aligned IEP goals…
 Address prioritized needs as indicated from
____________ _____________of Academic
Achievement and Functional Performance
 Reflect standards, anchors, eligible content or… big
ideas, concepts, or competencies from SAS’s
_________________ _____________________
 Have clearly stated performance criteria, including
how ___________ will be monitored
45
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone

Your turn…
Take out the IEP you brought to this session.
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone
Read the PLAA on the IEP you brought with you.
How many different types of assessments do you see referenced?
Check all that apply from the list below:
There are connections to PA standards
 They are descriptive; include strengths, needs, input from teachers
 They discuss data and provide interpretations of the data
Summative
Formative
Diagnostic
Benchmark
 Both instructional and grade level information is noted
Underline the measurable data written for one subject/area.

24
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PAWS = Participant Action Work Zone
 After reading the subject/area chosen and underlined, write the
primary need indicated in the margin next to the PLAA
 Find the Measurable Annual Goal written to address this
need
 Does your goal include a skill found in SAS’s Standards,
Anchors, Eligible Content or Curriculum Framework for the
student’s grade level? Draw a circle around that skill (the
behavior/action component)
 Place a star next to the condition(s) found in the goal.
 Put parenthesis around the criteria, including the progress
monitoring information. Does it have all of the components
found on the chart on page3?
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How well did you do?
A = I want to send this to PDE!
B = The goal includes most of the criteria needed for an
IEP aligned to state standards.
C = I’m moving in the right direction!
D = The goal is vague - not measurable enough and
does not include a standard, anchor, eligible
content, or element from the curriculum framework.
F = I want to shred this and start over!

50
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Marlene Schechter
PaTTAN Pittsburgh
mschechter@pattan.net
Jane Freeman
PaTTAN Harrisburg
jfreeman@pattan.net

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tom Corbett, Governor
Pennsylvania Department of Education
Ronald J.Tomalis, Secretary
Dr. Carolyn Dumaresq, Deputy Secretary
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

Sue Ann Houser
PaTTAN King of Prussia
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John J.Tommasini, Director
Bureau of Special Education
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Bureau of Special Education
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