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Quality Vocabulary Instruction for ELLs 

Implementation Checklist 

    

Second language acquisition What is in 
place? 

What needs to be done? Who is 
responsible? 

Other comments 

Our school has a plan for developing academic vocabulary 
as part of the ESL program 

    

We plan for academic language learning 
 to be facilitated by production and interaction  
 to develop through practice and productive 

language 
 to be connected to reading and writing activities 
 to be modeled and taught explicitly 

    

We plan for a variety of sources of difficulty in literacy 
based on ELLs’ level of English proficiency 

    

Multiple factors of reading comprehension are considered 
in literacy classes for ELLs 

    

We explicitly teach academic words     

We teach word-study strategies     

We make use of L1 for identification of cognates     

There are many opportunities for students to practice 
reading aloud to gain familiarity with academic language in 
context 

    

Sustained interaction What is in 
place? 

What needs to be done? Who is 
responsible? 

Other comments 

Our content teachers plan for discussion of Big Ideas using 
target vocabulary 

    

Students have multiple exposures to academic vocabulary     

Teachers’ word list selections are guided by these criteria: 
• Words that convey key concepts that link to 

other new vocabulary 
• High utility words that appear across the 

curriculum in content areas 
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• Words that are relevant to the content 
• Words that hold meaning for students  

Teachers plan oral activities for students to compare, 
analyze and talk about target words 

    

Students use productive skills (speaking and writing) to 
practice academic vocabulary 

    

Background knowledge and experiences are activated 
before students read 

    

We explicitly teach breadth and depth of vocabulary     

We teach how to break down complex sentences     

We teach the structure of argument, academic discourse, 

and expository text 

    

ELLs have ample opportunity to develop oral proficiency. 
There is evidence that they 
explain  
inform  
justify 
compare 
describe 
classify  
prove  
debate  
persuade 
evaluate 

    

ELLs consider metacognitively their knowledge of new 
words 

    

Teachers plan for the function of vocabulary instruction 
(prevention, augmentation, remediation) 

    

The elements of comprehension remain stable but the 
sophistication of the text increases across the grades 
(linguistic complexity) 

    

Discussions are structured to increase use of academic 
vocabulary  
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Questions are structured to increase length and depth of 
discussions 

    

Sentence stems are structured to sustain discussions     

Academic language is developed by: 

 focusing on the natural discourse of the discipline 
• linguistic and conceptual amplifications 
• building increasingly complex connections 
• tolerance of different levels of understanding and 

performance by students in one class 
• using conceptually challenging, relevant materials, 

written in natural, clear, disciplinary discourse 
• speaking, reading, and writing by the students from 

day one considering their ELP in an English subject 
matter class 

• modeling discipline-specific language 
• bridging to students’ prior knowledge in relevant 

ways 
• constantly encouraging learners by supporting 

them, inviting them to take risks, and holding high 
expectations 

    

 


