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Extended Activities for TOTs 

Quality Vocabulary Instruction for 

ELLs in Tiers 1, 2, and 3 

Extended Activities 

• ACTIVITY #1: Vocabulary Instruction—State and 

District Status Charts 

• Ask participants to work alone for five minutes 
considering how the importance of vocabulary 
instruction for ELLs is reflected in state and 
district-level activities. Then have participants 
discuss their answers with a partner or in a small 
group. 

• Allow about 15 minutes for this activity. 

Let’s look at an example of a 

professional development activity. 

Professional development activities should include 

analyzing texts, determining features of language 

students should be taught to complete assignments, 

designing student friendly explanations, and 

designing ways to encourage 

students to use specific language features. 

Specific Recommendation 
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The Fox and the Grapes 

One hot summer's day a fox was strolling through an 

orchard till he came to a bunch of grapes on a vine 
which someone had trained to drape over a lofty branch. 
"Just the thing to quench my thirst," he exclaimed. 
Drawing back a pace or two, he took a run and a jump, 

and just missed the bunch. Turning around again with a 
one, two, three, he jumped up, but with no greater 
success. Again and again he tried after the tempting 
morsel, but at last had to give it up, and walked away 

with his nose in the air, saying: 

"I am sure they are sour."It is easy to despise what you 
cannot get. 

Student-Friendly Definition 

Stroll - when a person walks slowly and takes time to look at 
things, as well as think about things that are pleasant 

Examples 
a. A slow walk on the beach 

b. Walking at a slow speed with no particular place to go 
c. How you might walk to school when you aren't late 

Non-examples 
a. A jog on the beach 

b. The speed you walk to the store when it's raining and 
you have no umbrella 

c. How you walk to school when you are late 

Academic Language: Words 

Using the guiding questions below, determine which words you 
would choose to teach. 

Questions 

• Is the word unknown? 

• Is it key in understanding the selection? 

• Does it have multiple meanings? 

• Is it often found in other literature or informational text? 
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Discussion 
• What current instructional practices are common place at your 

school, in your district, or in your state? 

– What kinds of language skills are targeted in your ELL 
instructional programs? 

• To what extent do your teachers recognize the language 
demands of their content area? 

– What do they do to develop students’ content area 
language? 

• What steps will you need to take to implement knowledge-
based reading instruction, with a particular focus on building 
students’ academic language? 
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