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Act 48 and Instructional Hours Verification 

 

The letters that correspond to the correct answers are needed for the 
VERIFICATION CODE. 

 

 

ANSWERS 

    _____       _____           _____             _____            ____  

 

 

 

  

 Submit the VERIFICATION CODE to code@pattanpgh.net by 
close of business on Friday, November 18, 2011 
 

 Include your name, employer and PPID (if applicable) in the 
email 
 

 In the subject of the email indicate Act 48 or Instructional Hours 
 

 You will receive an email confirmation notifying you that your 
email was received 
 

 Allow 30 days for the processing of act 48 and instructional 
hours



 
Instructional Strategies to Increase Student Engagement 

Instructional Strategy 
to Implement 

Brief description:
What is it? 

An example of this 
strategy 

Benefits of using this 
strategy 

How can I use this 
in my class? 

 
Response Cards 

 

       

 
Guided Notes 

 

       

 
Time Trials 

 

       

 
SAFMEDS 

 

       

 
Error Correction 

 

       

 
Other: choral response, 

partner response, 
individual response 

 

       

 

The strategy that I will try first is:  

 

 



Response cards are used to provide 
students with opportunities for active 
responses in the practice stage of infor-
mation acquisition. A question is posed 
and students hold up a card with their 
response on it.

Response cards are used to:

u	Elicit active responses from  
all students simultaneously.

u	Demonstrate student understanding  
of the information taught.

u	Make informed instructional  
decisions based on students’  
responses.

How to use response cards:

u	Model several question/response  
trials to give students practice  
using the cards.

u	Keep the pace lively.

u	Provide clear cues when students  
are to show their response cards.

Response cards have been beneficial  
in improving performance for all  
students.

Students can benefit from watching 
their peers’ responses. This is not 
cheating - it is learning in improving 
performance for all students.

Improving Student Performance 
using

Response Cards



Two kinds of response cards:

1. Preprinted cards

 These cards have  
responses printed on  
them. Students choose  
the correct card in  
response to a question  
posed.

 Suggestions:

u	Make the words large so they are  
easy to read.

u	Make the cards easy to manipulate.

u	Have only a few cards. Gradually  
add cards as students build skills.

2. Write-on cards

 These cards are blank.  
Students need to write  
their response on the  
card before showing  
it in response to a  
question posed.

 Suggestions:

u	Limit responses to one or two words, 
or one number in math class.

u	Have extra markers on hand.

u	Remove student concern about 
making spelling errors.

True/
Yes

From: Heward, W. L. (1997). Four validated instructional 
strategies. In J. Crandall, J. Jacobson, & H. Sloane (eds.), 
What Works in Education (pp. 55-64). Cambridge, MA: 
Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies.
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Guided notes is a structured format that 
students use when listening to a lecture, 
reading from the text, or watching a demon-
stration. Teachers create the guided notes 
prior to the lesson.

This procedure helps students take accurate, 
effective, and meaningful notes. Note-taking 
then becomes a valuable process since notes 
become useful for discussion and review  
for tests.

Guided notes are teacher-made 
handouts that:

u	provide a structured format for 
students to take notes.

u	follow the sequence of the lesson 
content.

u	enable students to capture the 
information the teacher wants  
them to learn.

u apply to any instructional delivery 
method including lecture, reading of 
the text, and video presentations.

From: Heward, W. L. (1997). Four validated instructional 
strategies. In J. Crandall, J. Jacobson, & H. Sloane (eds.), 
What Works in Education (pp. 55-64). Cambridge, MA: 
Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

 Guided Notes
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GET MORE INFORMATION

ONLINEwww.pattan.net

 PaTTAN - Harrisburg Office
 717-541-4960 or 800-360-7282 (PA only)

 PaTTAN - King of Prussia Office
 610-265-7321 or 800-441-3215

 PaTTAN - Pittsburgh Office
 412-826-2336 or 800-446-5607 (PA only)

Considerations for using guided notes:
u	Include the information students  

are expected to learn.
u	Utilize consistent cues to indicate 

where, when, and how much to  
write.

u	Limit the amount students need  
to write by using a short answer  
format.

u Computerize the guided notes for  
easy updating and readability.

u Fade out the use of guided notes  
to increase students’ independent  
note-taking skills.

Benefits of guided notes:
u	Students are actively engaged in  

the learning experience by listening, 
reading, and writing information.

u	Students are able to identify what  
they know and whether more  
information is needed.

u	All students have a standard set  
of notes.

u Students’ notes are accurate.
u Teachers are required to prepare  

and deliver lessons carefully. 
u Teachers remain focused during  

the lesson delivery.
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Students need to be accurate and quick in 
their responses to be considered fluent.  
After the student has acquired a skill and 
has demonstrated it accurately, the student 
should move on to the practice stage where 
the concentration is on becoming more 
fluent and automatic in the use of the skill.

This practice procedure can be used across 
curricular areas. Time trials should be short 
in duration, followed by a more relaxed 
activity.

Time trials require the student to respond 
accurately and at a quick pace.

Benefits of time trials are:

u	Students become fluent with the 
information learned.

u	Practice of a new skill is provided.

u	Systematic repetitions are utilized.

u Practice is made a fun activity.

u Automaticity with learned information is 
gained.

u Student response time is improved.

Time Trials
Improving Student Performance Using

Why use time trials?

u Time trials build fluency and automaticity.

u Fluency provides a more complete picture 
of learning and performance.

u Rate per minute is a more sensitive measure 
of performance improvement.

u Fluency has critical functional  
implications in and out of school.

u Fluency encourages improved  
maintenance and generalization.



Guidelines for conducting time trials:

u	Keep practice time short and frequent.

u	Do time trials daily.

u	Use time trials only during the practice 
stage of learning.

u Make time trials fun.

u Encourage each student to beat his or her 
own score. 

u Reassure students not to be afraid to make a 
mistake.

u Give more problems than anyone can do.

u Follow time trials with a more relaxed 
activity.

u Keep records of student progress.

u Reward students for improvement.

u Evaluate the effectiveness of your time 
trial program.

From: Heward, W. L. (1997). Four validated instructional 
strategies. In J. Crandall, J. Jacobson, & H. Sloane (eds.), 
What Works in Education (pp. 55-64). Cambridge, MA: 
Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies.
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Feedback and error correction during the 

acquisition phase of learning is critical to 

each student’s learning. Measuring the 

accuracy of the student’s response is cen-

tral to each practice session. The teacher 

should correct the response, if necessary, 

and allow the student to respond correctly. 

Continue practicing until the student can 

perform the skill reliably.

Error correction provides for:

u Building accuracy;

u Correction during the acquisition 

phase of learning;

u Guided practice with immediate 

feedback;

u Responding as an individual or small 

group; and

u Successful guided practice before 

allowing independent practice.

Feedback is necessary so that:

u Students do not practice errors.

u Teachers can be sure students are 

learning.

u Instructional adjustments may be 

made.

 Error Correction

Improving Student Performance 
using



Suggestions for using error correction as 

a strategy:

u Always correct errors before advanc-

ing to the next item or problem.

u Provide the correction quickly, in

 3-4 seconds.

u Supply the right answer/desired 

response.

u Have the student repeat the response.

u Always end with the student making 

a correct response.

Benefits of feedback and error correction:

u Incorporates opportunities for guided 

practice and active responses.

u Provides direct teacher-to-student

interaction.

u Helps to inform instructional design.

Avoid assigning independent practice, 

seatwork, or homework until the student has 

achieved proficiency.

From: Heward, W. L. (1997). Four validated instruc-

tional strategies. In J. Crandall, J. Jacobson, & H. 

Sloane (eds.), What Works in Education (pp. 55-64). 

Cambridge, MA: Cambridge Center for Behavioral 

Studies.

GET MORE INFORMATION

ONLINEwww.pattan.net

 PaTTAN - Harrisburg Office

717-541-4968 or 800-360-7282 (PA only)
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