
>> HUNE's Youth Program, better known as HYP, is a community-based after-school and 
summer program that focuses on empowering youth, to stay on track to graduation and carve 
their path to a brighter future. HYP is focused on improving the ABCs of education; Attendance, 
Behavior and Curriculum. Through culturally and linguistically sensitive academic and behavior 
supports, HYP considers youth's needs while adapting to the culture of the community we 
serve.  
 

Students arrive to HUNE independently, either walking, taking public transportation or driving. 
HYP provides transportation home if needed, due to safety concerns.  
 

>> I wasn't doing so well in school. I wasn't, like, pushing myself academically to do the best I 
could be. As I was going through high school, I was seeing how bad I was doing in school. I was 
just, like, I'm not going to go anywhere. Before getting into HUNE, I would be by my lonesome, I 
didn't even go to my counselors. I was at an all-time low. Now, I'm there, so [INAUDIBLE].  
 

>> Well, my [INAUDIBLE] was that I didn't want to do my homework, because I was always 
finding it difficult for me to study.  
 

>> Before I actually heard about HUNE's program, we just arrived in Philly, and it was hard 
finding a good school, because we didn't know how the system worked. The way the system 
worked, I wasn't used to it. It was super hard for me. I felt out of place in my academics. I was 
super-shy, like you would never see me standing up, you would never see me in front of a 
crowd. I'll be the one that's trying to hide.  
 

>> HUNE helped, like, at least block distraction now. What I think HUNE did for me was, like, 
they gave me the support I needed, like the staff here, the people here. Like, if I didn't come to 
HUNE, I don't think I'd be in college right now, honestly. Right now I'm in community college. 
I'm starting my second semester. I'm volunteering at HUNE right now.  
 

>> When I came to HUNE, I started doing more of my homework. My mentors helped me, and 
I'm getting the grades. I'm actually trying to study drawing, with a 3D pen thing on the tablet 
thing. Help me better to draw, like I can draw anime now, or like I have more correlation with it.  
 

>> When we arrived at HUNE, everything changed. I understood more how the school should 
work. They were like an extra hand I needed to push me into being able to know what I have to 
do, how to act, what's required in this school district.  
 

Now in academics, I've really been a long way. It's a huge difference, compared to where I 
started and where I'm at now. My grades are amazing. I [INAUDIBLE], because I'm not scared to 
speak up if I don't understand something. HUNE gave me that voice that I needed.  
 

The technology that HUNE has provided, it was so useful. Many times, we don't have that 
opportunity in other places.  
 

>> I see myself in the future in software development, or try to do something with computers.  



>> Right now I'm actually thinking about which college to go to. I'm actually trying to study 
drawing and metro technology. But I see myself staggering in the stage openly, my 
[INAUDIBLE].  
 

>> I desire to become a surgeon. So it's something I never thought I would be capable of being, 
but with having that faith in me made me realize that I can do way more than I can. But I do 
desire to go to Harvard University.  
 

>> We were so concerned about Henry, he was doing so bad as far as his behavior, his not 
being able to stay on task, the fact that he would have to take remedial courses. And his 
condition also made him anti-social. One issue led to another, and it had a domino effect, and 
we were terrified. And she said, "Listen, I found an organization, HUNE, that I think is beneficial. 
And we need support, we need answers. You know, this is one place where we could start to 
love, to see if we can address Henry's condition. Now you go three and a half years later, he's a 
straight A and B student. Now he's started to open up. What was important was that us, the 
school, HUNE -- we had to have constant contact and involvement with each other. HUNE's a 
big part of what he's become.  
 

>> My biggest struggle when I was teaching was that homework wasn't getting completed. If 
our students need help completing the homework, it ends with challenges, students that have 
disabilities. The more that they hear the language, the more that they hear instruction, the 
more successful that they are. And I think that's one really valuable thing that HUNE can offer. 
Social skills are extremely important, and it's not something that really teachers get a chance to 
really dive in full-force on. We don't get an opportunity for us to really talk about their social 
skills and how, if they were to do more appropriate behaviors, how this could affect their 
instruction. I think it's really great that HUNE does offer that. 


