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Uses of TILLS 

• Identify language and literacy disorders 

• To document patterns of relative strengths and weaknesses 

• To track changes in language and literacy skills over time 

www.brookespublishing.com/tills | 
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Test of Integrated Literacy & Language Skills
 

• Early identification of students who are struggling with language
and/or literacy is a key component to improving academic outcomes. 

• The TILLS will be used to assess the following modalities—listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. 

www.brookespublishing.com/tills 

Introducing TILLS 

• The NEW Test of Integrated Language and Literacy Skills™ (TILLS™) is 
the groundbreaking assessment professionals need to test oral and 
written language skills in students ages 6–18 years. Reliable, valid, and 
comprehensive, TILLS will help you streamline assessment, monitor 
progress, and reach your ultimate goal: improving students’
communication skills so they can succeed in school. 

• TILLS is a comprehensive, norm-referenced test that has been 
standardized for three purposes: 1) to identify language and literacy 
disorders, 2) to document patterns of relative strengths and weaknesses, 
and 3) to track changes in language and literacy skills over time. 
• www.brookespublishing.com/tills 
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Introducing TILLS 

• To achieve These purposes, TILLS is constructed to allow you 
to derive scores for identifying, tracking, and profiling a
student’s strengths and weaknesses and interpreting the 
results to support decisions about what to do next. 

• TILLS is composed of 15 subtests that allow examiners to 
assess and compare students’ language-literacy skills at both 
the sound/word level and the sentence/discourse level across
the four oral and written modalities—listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. 
www.brookespublishing.com/tills 
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TILLS Quadrant Model 
• This model is designed to allow examiners to assess and compare
students’ language‐literacy skills at the sound/word level and the 
sentence/discourse level across the four oral and written modalities—
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
•	 By considering these two language levels for both oral and written
language skills, you can build meaningful profiles of oral and written 
language skills that will help you 
• understand the strengths and needs of individual students and 
communicate about them in a meaningful way with teachers, parents, 
and students. 
www.brookespublishing.com/tills 

6 



 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

   
   

6/9/2017
 

TILLS Quadrant Model 
• As the figure below illustrates, skills may vary from high to low on 
both the sound/word dimension and the sentence/discourse 
dimension. 

• When skills on both dimensions are high, the student’s profile falls in 
the upper right quadrant of the model, which is consistent with
normal development. 

• When skills on both dimensions are low, the student’s profile falls in 
the lower left quadrant, which is consistent with disorders broadly 
affecting language and literacy development. 
www.brookespublishing.com/tills 

TILLS Quadrant Model 

• When the student’s sound/word skills are low, but 
sentence/discourse skills are generally high, that is consistent with a 
more specific disability, such as dyslexia. 

• Finally, if the student’s sound/word skills are high but the 
sentence/discourse skills are low, that is a pattern consistent with a
specific comprehension deficit. 

www.brookespublishing.com/tills 
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Case study #1 

• 2nd grade girl referred for continuing difficulties in earning o read and 
spell despite receiving RTI tier 2 services 
• TILLS shows deficits for parallel sound/word level subtests across oral 
and written language modalities 
• Student’s listening comprehension scores above the mean 
• Comprehension, story telling and social communication within 
normal limits 
• Story retelling improved on delayed retelling of he same story 
• Suggests strength in sentence/discourse, particularly oral language 
www.brookespublishing.com/tills 

Case Study #1 

• First focus on explicit instruction word structure knowledge, relating 
phonological an morphological vocabulary 

• Start at sound‐symbol level but use curricular vocabulary 
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Student cast study #1 TILLS subtest profile 
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Case Study #2 

• 3rd grade boy on caseload since K for language 

• TILLS profile shows significant difficulties across both oral and wrien
language at both sound/word and sentence discourse levels 

• Surprising strength in short term memory 

• Listening and reading comprehension low as is story retelling 

• Student has problems at both sound/word level and sentence 
discourse level.  

www.brookespublishing.com/tills 

Student case study #2 TILLS subtest profile 
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screening for dyslexia
 

Case Studies 
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Quick Start Guide 
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Quick Start Guide‐All Subtests 

TILLS Webinar Links 

• Understanding Percentile Scores – Two Types of Scores; Two Types
of Information Provided 

• How to Score and Interpret the Written Expression Subtest on TILLS 

• Quickly and Reliably Screen Students for Language/Literacy 
Disorders—Including Dyslexia 

• Identify Dyslexia Using TILLS 

• How to get the most out of TILLS 

• Using the TILLS Practice Kit to Support Your Instruction in 
Language/Literacy Assessment 
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Slides’ Reference: 

All of the TILLS slides are from the TILLS Sampler Webinar Download: 

Brookes Publishing Company
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