
Cognitive Behaviors and Literacy Skills for Clinical Assessment 

 

Cognitive Area Observable Behavior Curricular Based Assessment Actions 

•Age-appropriate 

speech and language 

development: necessary 

for Phonological 

Awareness and for 

reading comprehension.  

 

Improper use of pronouns, 

difficulty with syntax difficulty 

following directions, confusion 

with directional words, limited 

vocabulary 

 

•Phonological 

Awareness: the 

awareness of sounds in 

spoken language. (a 

language skill, necessary 

for learning the sound 

symbol associations) 

 

Lack of rhyming or understanding 

of alliterations; lack of isolating an 

initial or final sound in a word. 

Compound word - can delete 

one word 

Limited vocabulary 

 

 

•Auditory processing: 

essential for processing 

and learning 

language, words, and 

concepts presented 

orally, and for 

following instructions. 

Multi-step directions; 

asking to segment 

multisyllabic 

words; orally saying a 

sentence of increasing 

word count and having 

student write it down in 

Slow processing of letter name 

fluency... 

Difficulty with syllable division, 

segmenting sentences (by words) 

Unable to blend sounds into words 

when presented with the sounds 

orally 

Sound deletion within a word 

sound/syllable substitution 

slow processing of letter name 

fluency... 

Difficulty with syllable division, 

segmenting sentences (by words) 

Unable to blend sounds into words 

 



Cognitive Area Observable Behavior Curricular Based Assessment Actions 

correct order or say in 

correct order. 

The slow repeat of 

directions; the 

when presented with the sounds 

orally sound deletion within a word 

sound/syllable substitution 

 

•Oral comprehension: 

essential foundation for 

reading comprehension. 

 

Difficulty with directions; multi-

step requests; 

listening to a short story beginning 

with a few sentences and increasing 

in length and asking who, what, 

where, why, why, how questions. 

 

Unable to answer “right there” 

questions and/or identify basic 

story elements such as setting, 

characters, problem/solution, etc. 

difficulty with sequencing, main 

idea 

 

Verbal memory (short-

term and long-term): 

necessary for learning to 

automaticity the 

phonemic sounds 

associated with letters 

and letter blends, for 

blending sounds, for 

remembering what you 

have read so you can 

comprehend, for 

developing lexical and 

background knowledge. 

Notice this in initial blending of cvc 

words. 

Students who consistently have 

trouble blending c-a-t and change it 

to t-a-c or only remember the onset 

of the word. 

 

•Visual memory (short-

term and long-term): 

Notice lack of ability to correctly 

write and form letters in name; low 

 



Cognitive Area Observable Behavior Curricular Based Assessment Actions 

necessary for learning to 

automaticity the visual 

symbols (letters, letter 

digraphs) and for fluent 

word recognition. 

 

scores on LNF; lack of ability to 

recognize name. 

 

Inability to recognize high 

frequency words, and the 

connection within word families 

letter reversals 

•Working Memory, 

both verbal and visual: 
necessary for decoding 

multisyllabic 

Notice lack of ability to correctly 

write and form letters in name; low 

scores on LNF; lack of ability to 

recognize name. 

Low fluency and comprehension 

often struggle with decoding 

multisyllabic words such as those 

found on the Woodcock Johnson 

 

•Orthographic 

processing: visual 

processing is essential for 

processing letters, letter 

digraphs, and words, for 

reading charts and 

graphs, for understanding 

spatial concepts. 

 

unable to spell words; don't 

recognize vowel teams or letter 

patterns; may still be using 

inventive spelling when no longer 

age appropriate 

 

Spelling difficulties; Trouble 

remembering common sight words; 

Confusing similar words, such as 

when and what; Inconsistent and 

apparent guessing on simple, 

repetitive words such as 'of' and 

'the'; difficulty with writing skills 

due to the inability to recall visual 

information 

 

•Processing speed/rapid 

naming: necessary for 

  



Cognitive Area Observable Behavior Curricular Based Assessment Actions 

fluency in decoding, in 

word recognition, and in 

meaning/semantic 

retrieval.  

 

•Retrieval fluency: 

necessary for retrieval of 

word meaning, of past 

uses of word, of 

contextual information to 

aid comprehension. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


