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Funding Streams for Partnering with OVR on PETS 

Innovation and Expansion Projects 

Contracts are awarded to develop new and expanded innovative strategies and 

programs to provide transition services, including pre-employment transition services, 

for high school students with disabilities.  

OVR works with the Department of General Services to qualify bidders for these 

projects. OVR uses the Invitation to Qualify (ITQ) process to generate a list of qualified 

Bidders. Once these potential Bidders are qualified through the ITQ process, OVR will 

send the Statement of Work as part of the Request for a Quote (RFQ) for the project(s) 

they have qualified for and proceed with the Best Value Determination of the 

applications submitted for review. If you do not receive information about these projects, 

please contact RA-LIOVR-Stakeholder@pa.gov and request to be added to the distribution 

list.  

Intergovernmental Agreements 

Interagency Agreements are legal documents that require extensive review at high 

levels including Legal, Office of General Counsel, Office of Attorney General, and the 

Comptroller’s Office.  Interagency Agreements can be created between OVR and other 

public agencies that receive state or local funding.  State or local funding is required for 

“state match” in order for OVR to draw down additional federal funds.  Typically, the 

state match provided by the partner agency will be 21.3% of the overall budget for the 

agreement while OVR will seek to provide 78.7% in federal funds.  The funds should not 

be used to “supplant” services normally provided by the partner agency; rather they 

should be used to facilitate the provision of VR Services that are not currently being 

provided or to expand those services to individuals not typically being served. 

Special Programs’ VR Specialists and the District Administrator oversee development of 

program content and programmatic monitoring of the agreements.  Work plans should 

be detailed and include measurable goals.  Contractor & Grantee Services Analysts 

review the agreements for legal content, fiscal/budget information and coding; they work 

with Legal and the Budget & Administration Services Division to do so.  While their 

responsibilities may be distinct, the VR Specialist and the Analyst should work together 

with the District Administrator as a “team” to execute the Interagency Agreement.  All 

communications should be copied between the VR Specialist, the Analyst and the 

District Administrator.   

Once the involved parties at the local level and Central Office agree upon a final draft, 

the signature process begins with each approval office having 30 days to do this 

review.  With that said, it is recommended that no date be promised to the agency 
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partner(s).  Interagency Agreements can take close to a year to be developed and 

approved.   

 It is preferred for Interagency Agreements to be made for one year with options 

of 2 year or 4 year renewals.  Renewals would only be considered if there are 

funds available and goals are being met.  

 It is preferred that the start/end dates be either July 1st through June 30th or 

October 1st through September 30th, though other start dates can be selected. 

Provider Agreements 

Provider Agreements are contracts between OVR and a PETS Provider. These 

agreements have established rates for services and rates are set by OVR. Provider 

agreements follow a fee for service model and establish rates per student. Rates may 

be changed with an amendment to the provider agreement by OVR, and would 

establish new rates for all providers.  

Providers will be approved using a two tier approval process that requires approval by 

the local District Administrator followed by the Regional Transition Specialist. Providers 

will submit a signed agreement and all required documentation to the local district office 

for approval. The District Administrator of each office will complete an initial review of 

the services identified by the provider.  If the DA approves the provider as having the 

capacity, personnel and qualifications to provide the services, he/she will sign the 

agreement then submit it to the Regional Transition Specialist for final approval.  The 

Regional Transition Specialist will review all necessary documentation and approve the 

Provider’s Service Application in CWDS as appropriate.  

 


