
>> Welcome.  And thank you for joining this recorded PowerPoint presentation entitled, "Pennsylvania 
Alternate System of Assessment:  Writing Pilot 2017."  My name is Lynda Lupp, and I am the statewide 
Special Education Assessment Coordinator for Pennsylvania. 
 
The purpose for today's presentation is to give more information to the field regarding the redesign of 
the alternate assessment from Reading to English Language Arts, and specifically provide information in 
regards to the purpose of the assessment pilot in details regarding participation in the pilot.  Part of 
today's presentation, we'll be sure to outline our reasons for redesigning the test from Reading to 
English Language Arts, give information regarding the development of the Alternate Eligible Content on 
which the writing assessment is based, discuss with you the item review process that has presently 
occurred this spring, and of course, as I stated, provide more information on the writing pilot. 
 
So the PASA assessment for Reading will be redesigned as an English Language Arts assessment for 
2018.  This assessment will incorporate writing into it, and will focus upon alternate eligible content that 
has been developed for our students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  Previously in 
Pennsylvania, we did not have an alternate assessment for writing.  But rather, the Bureau of Special 
Education would historically direct local educational agencies to keep a record of the student's writing, 
assessment and/or products at the local level.  Part of the reason for Pennsylvania moving to develop an 
English Language Arts assessment has been on the national level in which other states are moving 
toward incorporating writing into alternate tasks.  A significant amount of federal dollars had also been 
provided to two alternate assessment consortiums, who were developing alternate tasks for a number 
of states.  Additionally, the alternate tasks must be aligned to the PSSA, and so those educators in 
Pennsylvania, we know that the PSSA that is administered assesses the student's English Language Arts 
skills. 
 
Following the adoption of the PA Core in Pennsylvania, it was necessary for the Bureau of Special 
Education to do a realignment of the content on which the PASA is based.  We needed to ensure that 
the content was now realigned to the PA Core Standards.  So the process that has occurred over several 
years includes the development of alternate eligible content, referred to here as AEC, and grades three 
through eight.  The AEC at these grades is aligned directly to the eligible content of the PA Core 
Standards.  At Grade 11, the AEC is aligned directly to the PA Core Standard, not eligible content.  AEC is 
reduced in depth, breadth as well as complexity.  Development of the AEC was led by the Bureau of 
Special Education and guided by stakeholder groups across the State of Pennsylvania.  It also included 
feedback from experts in the field of Special Education.  Information was gathered specifically from 
stakeholder groups who were gathered together for the specific purpose of giving feedback.  Feedback 
was also garnered from a variety of stakeholders who attended conferences sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education. 
 
At this time, Reading and Math alternate eligible content has been approved by the Pennsylvania State 
Board of Education.  The writing AEC will be approved, hopefully, by the State Board of Education at the 
May meeting. 
 
So Pennsylvania has provided a number of resources to the field in regards to alternate eligible content, 
and ensuring that alternate eligible content is accessible.  Specifically, these resources can be found at 
the PaTTAN website.  One can click on the Educational Initiatives tab on the home page of PaTTAN, and 
then click on Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities.  On this page, you will find alternate eligible 
content documents, webinars and further assessment information.  Also, AEC is presently populated on 
the PDE SAS Portal for grades three through eight in the subject areas of Reading and Math.  Grade 11 



Reading and Math AEC is presently being worked upon, and should be available soon on the SAS Portal.  
Following approval by the State Board of Education of the writing AEC, writing AEC will also be made 
available on the SAS Portal. 
 
The next logical step in the development of the AEC is to use the AEC for the development of 
assessment items.  The majority of writing items that have been developed have occurred as multiple 
choice items.  The proposed test items have recently been reviewed by Pennsylvania special educators.  
This was led by the University of Oregon in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
Approximately 25 special educators reviewed test items at specific grade levels in the area of writing, 
and provided targeted feedback to the department in regard to the items that were reviewed.  We are 
presently awaiting feedback from the review, and that plan would be to make the necessary changes to 
items. 
 
Part of that review included ensuring the alignment or linkage between eligible content and alternate 
eligible content, and ensuring that the test item that was proposed links to the alternate eligible 
content.  Additionally, information was garnered from the reviews, in regards to whether or not the 
item was accessible and was free of bias. 
 
The next logical step following in the item review would be then to present students with the items.  
This is what we are discussing today, which is the PASA writing item pilot.  The idea is to be able to 
present the items to a representative sample of students in Pennsylvania.  The goal is to have a hundred 
students perform at each grade level participate in the pilot.  Presently there are two forms at each 
grade level, thus equating to 200 students per grade level across seven grade levels.  Therefore, the plan 
would be to have approximately 1400 students across Pennsylvania eligible for the PASA participate in 
the writing pilot.  LEAs and students will be identified for participation in the pilot based upon a 
representative sampling plan.  Not all LEAs will be selected, and not all students within a selected LEA 
will be required to participate.  Again, participation will be based upon a sampling plan to ensure that 
we have a broad representation of how students with varying demographics are able to engage with the 
proposed test items. 
 
You are getting some details here.  However, the logistical component and the direct communication 
regarding participation will be forthcoming through the PASA online system.  As you know, our test 
coordinators receive updates through the PASA digital system.  That is how future communications 
regarding participation in this pilot will occur.  If identified, the LEA will receive direction regarding 
participation, as well as selection of students for participation through the system.  And again, please 
remember, it's based on a plan that samples students as well as LEAs across Pennsylvania.  This pilot will 
occur during the PASA Science Window, which is scheduled to occur from April 10th through May 5th. 
 
More specific details regarding this pilot include, again, only two pilot test forms will be made available.  
This is similar to what students who are assessed on the PASA Science experience.  There are two tiers, 
or levels, that are available for our eligible students.  This is different than the PASA Reading and Math 
tests that currently present three levels to students.  A pilot test will contain approximately 24 multiple 
choice items.  The tests, as well as resources, such as the test administration directions, will be available 
to the assessor and student through the PASA Science digital site.  Your PASA Science assessors are very 
familiar with this site, as well as how to access the test items.  While the test will not be live digitally like 
the PASA Science, assessors will be able to open the test in a different window and read items to the 
student from the screen, if that is required.  The test may also be printed off for the student, if that is 
necessary. 



 
All student responses will be recorded by the assessor on an electronic Scantron.  This, again, is just like 
the PASA Science assessment that assessors are currently familiar with.  So there will be no videotaping 
of the student that is required.  This is a change, and this, we believe, will be helpful to the ease of the 
administration of the test items.  Any items that are printed off by the assessor will need to be returned 
in the PASA Science boxes that are being returned to the vendor.  This is to ensure test security.  Again, 
more details about this logistical component will be forthcoming through the PASA digital system to 
your PASA test coordinator if, indeed, you are selected to participate. 
 
So in summary, the purpose of this recorded presentation was to be able to supplement the information 
that was presented in the Penn link.  As an LEA, you are charged with doing many things in the course of 
your day and week, and it's very important to get to you the details that you need in order to be 
prepared and to have your teachers and students prepared.  Further details regarding participation in 
the pilot will be forthcoming if you're an identified LEA.  And again, this will occur via your test 
coordinator, and this will be coming directly from your PASA Science digital system, and it will be in 
coordination with the Bureau of Special Education. 
 
If you have questions regarding participation in the alternate test, or any other questions regarding the 
assessment overall, you may email your questions in writing to AlternateAssessment@pattan.net.  More 
information on the topic of this presentation regarding alternate eligible content, the access to this 
presentation, resources, webinars, et cetera, are all accessible on the PaTTAN's website.  Again, please 
go to Educational Initiatives, click on Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities.  You may also select 
Pennsylvania Alternate Assessment, which is on the right side of that page.  There are many, many 
resources available to you there. 
 
Again, thank you for your time and your participation, not only in this recorded presentation, but also 
for your potential participation in the writing pilot this spring. 
 
 
 


