
>> Welcome to the 2016 Fall/Winter Alternate Eligible Content Series. Today's webinar is entitled, 

"Alternate Eligible Content: Updated Essentialization Examples." If you are new to alternate eligible 

content and essentialization, please visit our website www.pattan.net. Select "Educational Initiatives," 

"Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities," and you will find previously-recorded webinars and 

information about alternate eligible content and updated essentialization information. 

If you have questions during the webinar for content, please visit the URL that's on the screen: 

AlternateAssessment@pattan.net, and send your question there. Reference today's date, October 19th, 

2016. Questions and answers will be posted as an FAQ with the recorded webinar following this 

presentation. 

Today's Focus. We're going to identify the location of the examples of alternate eligible content targets. 

I'm very excited about this. It's been in the works for a while. We're going to identify the characteristics 

of the examples, identify how to locate specific examples, and describe how the examples can be used. 

We will also be looking at essentialization examples support. What can they do? They can help you 

design targets -- content targets -- using alternate eligible content. And using that essentialization 

process we've been talking about with our webinars for the past several years. We're also going to talk 

about essentialization examples and how they can support designing instruction. How we can design 

instruction that builds skills towards determined targets while reducing complexity. We know students 

who are eligible for that alternate assessment come to the table with a variety of abilities that we need 

to meet within our classroom as we look at teaching, and teaching alternate eligible content. 

Essentialization examples provide the following. There's a little sneak peek here at the bottom of your 

screen. And what they provide is they provide content targets and sample items. And we give you them 

within those three buckets, or three levels, or complexity -- most, mid, and least-complex. Though we 

recognize there are many, many, many different ways that these pieces of content can be reduced in 

complexity to meet the needs of the students in your classroom. You're also going to see -- well, in each 

document there's coding. It's already been done for you; that "What students need to know, do, and 

within what context." And the intent statements are already provided. There are definitions and links 

and graphics and texts -- if they're ELA -- for all of the examples shown. And for each example, each 

piece of alternate eligible content, we are going to provide you with a Word document and a PDF 

version to assure accessibility for all of you in whatever situation you're in within your classrooms. 

Essentialization examples can be used for instructional planning. We think about using these content 

targets and sample items as a guide. They can be frameworks to help you create different content 

targets or sample items. You can modify them to meet the very unique needs of the students in your 

classroom. They can help you think about students who have similar content targets, and ways to 

organization your instruction. Or they can be used exactly as-is and teach and develop lessons and units 

from these documents. You can also use these examples for training, sharing with other professionals 

within your building or within your area where you teach. You can share them with parents at meetings. 

Take a look at what this content can mean and what it can look like for students who are eligible for an 

alternate assessment. These examples also can be used to support students as they achieve alternate 

eligible content that is asked for by demonstration on the PASA. So lots of different ways that these 

examples can be used by you and your colleagues as you explore and examine the examples. 



So where can we find the essentialization examples? Right now we have them housed at our PaTTAN 

homepage at www.pattan.net. What you see on the screen is a snapshot of our homepage. And across 

the top you see different tabs. And we want you to click on the "Educational Initiatives" tab and select 

the initiative, "Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities." 

When you open this page, you will select "Essentialization Examples." We put it right there on the right, 

right below "Alternate Eligible Content." If you scroll to the bottom of this page you will also find a link 

for the essentialized examples. But it is a link right past a list of all of the teachers, the special educators, 

and general educators, that worked to bring these examples to you. It was their thoughtful expertise 

and input that you will get to view when you look at these examples within the grade levels of the 

content for the students that you teach. And we wanted to acknowledge them and the districts of 

where they come from on this page. There's so many of them; we had to reduce the shot so small. But 

please, please take time and go on there and congratulate your colleagues on their job well done. Very, 

very awesome, thoughtful work that comes out of signing up for our Listserv in Volunteer Pool. 

When you click on that "Essentialized Examples," you will come, currently, to a page that looks like this. 

This page is temporary. We wanted to get these out to you A.S.A.P. And we are working to make this 

look much nicer and cleaned-up for you to use in the future. You will still use the essentialized examples 

links that I just showed you on the previous pages, but you'll open up to folders that will have these 

same titles and will contain the same information. So right now let me walk you through the way it looks 

today, but expect that to look just a little bit different, but organized in the exact same way. So you're 

actually ahead of the game learning it today. 

So they're located on what is called our PaTTAN webapps page. And the highlighted blue links service 

folders. And you can click on them to open the folders. You have an ELA folder. You have a Math folder. 

And you also have a General Information folder. One thing I want to point out to you just so you 

understand and can share with your colleagues, you'll see a Parent Directory notification there on the 

left. It's text/speak, so to say. It can ask as a back arrow for you when you're inside these folders. It can 

also, if you click on it in this front folder, will take you -- the page will look blank, but don't panic. Hit 

your back arrow and you'll be right back to this page. This will all be cleaned up in the next few weeks. 

But we are so excited to have this information and these examples to you, we're moving forward. So 

thank you for your patience. 

If we click on the "General Information" tab and we go into that link, you'll see a document that's in 

there. You can click on the document. This time there's just one in our folder. And it's a basic description 

of the examples. You can use this; share it with colleagues. It helps us provide you with purpose, some 

ideas for how to use, and some examples that help guide you through the documents. So you will see 

examples on this PDF. You can copy it, you can share it with your colleagues in your building, you can 

share it with parents. But it does give you some basic information. 

And this is the information that it will provide you. This is the first page of the document. And I want to 

stop right here and I want to make sure that we understand and thank Dr. Gerald Tindal from the 

University of Oregon who has brought this essentialization process to Pennsylvania. It is a very unique 

and exciting, and very analytical way to think about reducing complexity and still staying aligned to the 

content. But the essentialized examples really provide information we described earlier. It provides all 

that information we discussed in our webinars. You know? Where you've been working very diligently to 

code and to consider intent, and to look up your definitions in your glossaries. And to look for ways to 



bring that content to life for your students. And different ways that we can use them. But let me share 

with you what they're not. Because it's really important to understand that. And to be very clear that 

when you share this out with your colleagues as well, they're not the only way to approach a specific 

piece of content. 

Use the examples as a springboard to customize with your students. Select different texts, maybe use 

the framework provided, or use different manipulatives that are relevant and meaningful for your 

student. It is not the full range of possibilities. Feel free to adapt the document to meet the needs of 

your students within the statement of intent that's provided. The things that are on the top part of the 

page, the way it's coded, the alternate eligible content, your PA course standards, and your intent are 

pretty much set in stone. Those are really there to guide you with the rest of the document, and how 

you set those up and set up targets for your students to learn. You can use it the way it is. That is right. 

But it's not necessarily the only way. It's not a cookie cutter example that must be taught. It's certainly 

okay to develop lessons around the examples provided, but it's not mandated or necessary. Or what will 

exactly be on the test. It's not intended to be IEP goals. We recognize IEP goals are unique to individual 

students. But you can reflect on the language as it relates to the example, and develop IEP goals and 

objectives that are relevant and unique for your students. Use the examples as frameworks. These 

examples are not intended to be lesson plans or unit plans. The examples provide a teacher of an idea of 

what the content can look like as achieved targets. You know, what do the students need to know and 

do? It defines that for you. It helps to -- You will then need to take the step to provide explicit instruction 

to support learning skills necessary to meet the targets, or to jump in and move right towards the 

targets, depending on the current performance that your students have relevant to that piece of 

content. And of course the next step is always teaching towards generalization skills. So we are going to 

need to fine multiple ways to practice and have our students show us what they know and can do. 

So let's take a look at ELA. When you click on the ELA link, it opens up into folders. Again, the folders are 

going to look much cleaner and nicer in the very near future. But right now, find your grade level and 

click on it. We're going to be updating these regularly, continuing to add content. The folders have 

different amounts of examples. This is the start. It is not a complete set, but know we're working to 

continually update and provide additional examples. We also be looking to you to provide examples for 

us to post. Let's take a closer look at ELA in 7th Grade. And let's see what it looks like when you open 

that up. 

Each document is entered twice in two different formats. One is a Word document, and you can tell that 

by the DOC at the end. And the other is a PDF. They both have different capabilities and accessibility 

formats. The beginning code is going to be the same. In these two -- In this example on the screen you 

see the E07AK1.1.3A. Exactly the same. They're going to look identical when you open them up. The PDF 

is typically found below the Word document. And both versions can be downloaded to your computer. 

Or you can choose the one that works best for you and download them both. The difference is going to 

be that on the Word document you're going to be able to edit, click, and move or replace graphics. So 

once you download it to your computer, if you click and something goes away -- it went away. On the 

PDF it'll tend to stay there. But you can "click and snip" pictures if you're familiar with that feature. Snip 

words, snip statements and still use it. But however you decide to use it, if you need to you can always 

come back and get another version. And get another download of the same document. 



In this particular screenshot we have three pieces of 7th Grade ELA content. I happen to know that there 

are some that are on the venue to be uploaded. If not already, they will be uploaded in the very near 

future. So continue to see these grow. If the piece of content you're looking for is not there, don't 

dismay. It will appear at some point. So keep checking back and looking for it. And in the meantime, try 

out these ones that are available for you. 

Let's take a look at Math and what we can find in Math. Math is set up the same way as ELA. There are 

folders for the grades. So you'll be able to -- Even as we upgrade and make it look prettier, they will still 

be in the folders. And you just go in the folder of the grades of the students as they are assigned by their 

IEP that we've discussed in our past webinars. 

Let's take a closer look at 4th Grade. Wow. As you can see, we already -- 4th Grade math has a little 

more content in it than the 7th Grade. But know they're all going to be added to upgrade the content 

throughout the year. There's a Word document and a PDF just like we -- of the same piece of content. 

And you'll be able to know it's the same by its code. Sometimes you're going to find multiple examples 

of the same piece of content. So here you're going to have ones that look the same, but they're actually 

different. And you'll see a "2" when there's an additional example. So you'll see not just three examples 

on one page, you'll see a total of six examples. Six different ways to think of that same piece of content 

and how students can show what they know. Sometimes there's three of the same piece of content. So 

then that gives you nine examples of different ways to vary the complexity for a student to show you 

what they know. It's very exciting. We're not turning any away, and we're adding them as we get them. 

Again, they're also available -- there's two with DOCs; the PDFs follow immediately. So in this case -- in 

4th Grade -- we actually have five unique pieces of content, and actually six examples. Because one has 

additional examples of the same piece of content. The more examples we can get up there, we know, 

the better it's going to be for you as teachers to get ideas of how to best embed these into lesson plans 

and unit plans for students that you teach every day. 

So what are the components of essentialized examples? Let's take a closer look at the examples. So each 

example is going to have your PA Core Standards. So in Grades 3 through 8 and 11, your PA Core 

Standard will be laid out and aligned to the piece of alternate eligible content. In Grades 3-8 -- If you 

remember from our work in the past, Grades 3-8, the alternative eligible content is also aligned through 

the Eligible Content, Descriptor, and Assessment Anchor for PSSA. So there is a very clear and clean 

alignment to our PA Core Standards. And when we think about students getting access to Gen Ed 

curriculum and having the ability to learn what other students are learning, we can definitely say this is a 

clean alignment. In 11th Grade, as you remember, it is aligned directly to the PA Core Standards, and not 

to the eligible content of our keystones in Pennsylvania. 

So on the example the content's coded. The intention is provided, which is that broad statement of 

conceptual knowledge that students need to know and do. The definitions from the ELA and Math 

glossary are also included as appropriate. And the teams of teachers really were thoughtful in what 

would be something teachers would need to know, or would want to know. And in ELA you will also 

have a text reference. So our goal is to make understanding of the content seamless and easy for you as 

you use these examples to design lessons and units of study. Each example will also contain three 

samples of content targets at different levels of complexity. Different students will come to the table 

with different abilities around the different content. So as a teacher, know these are suggested and not 

set in stone. You can wiggle with them. You can look at them and it gives you an idea and a place to 



start, but it doesn't have to be the ending spot. That is up to you. There are graphics, objects, sample 

tasks provided that can be used as-is or as a framework for developing examples that best meet the 

needs of your students. Each ELA sample, as I said, also provides not just that text reference, but 

samples of modified text related to the texts it's referenced in at the top. But feel free to make these 

samples meet the needs of your own unique students. They're just suggested texts. You can find 

something else that meets that need. And just use it as a framework. That is fine as well. These are 

yours to use as you can best meet the needs for your students. 

So let's look closer at these essentialized examples. Here's an example in 4th Grade. This is alternate 

eligible content. "Organize data into a pictograph, line plot, or bar graph." So here's our section with our 

PA Core Standard at the top, PSSA Assessment Anchor Descriptor, Eligible Content. And as you can see 

right below it's been coded for you. What do students need to know? They need to know data. That 

might be something that you might need to really spend some time on before you can actually get into 

the intent of the alternate eligible content. What do they need to do with it? Organize it. And within 

what context? Within a pictograph, line plot -- and here's our wiggle word -- "or" bar graph. So you'll use 

what makes the best sense for your students. Below the alternate eligible content you'll also see 

definition notes. And the team, in this case, selected pictograph because they wanted to be clear -- They 

had to ask, "What is that?" and had to go back in the glossary. So they included that for you for your 

seamless understanding of this piece of content. 

Next, here's your intent statement already added. And in this case it's, "Add numerical information to a 

chart." You can choose a bar graph, line plot, or a pictograph. So it lays out what you need to do. Or 

what the student needs to do in order to meet what the alternate eligible content is asking the student 

to know and be able to do. 

Next we move into the examples. Each example has a content target, and then proceeds into examples. 

The target is a sample statement -- sample statement -- of what the student will know and do as a result 

of instruction aligned to this target. So each document is going to have three examples or samples at 

different levels of complexity. Depending on your students, the example should be adjusted to best 

meet the needs of their -- best meet their needs. There is no set number of possibilities for examples. 

Use graphics and objects to assist you to best meet the needs of your students. 

And then in this case -- I wanted to go back here and tell you that in this case we have the most-

complex. The student is actually being asked to organize that data. The student is being asked to take 

the information -- and you see it's paired words and pictures. You don't have to, you could just have 

words, depending on your students. You could have the numerical amounts pre-populated. You could 

have your students populate those, and then would have some kind of representation. They could draw, 

they could use those blocks to represent that information in the graph. But it is just one way at the 

most-complex level. Lots of different ways this could be altered to meet your student's needs. 

At our mid-complex level you see our content target has now been reduced a bit. The numerical 

representations and amounts have been reduced. The words have been taken out of the example. And 

the student is given some kind of pre-populated bars to actually use. So there isn't a whole lot of 

counting; it's more the organizing the data. So we reduced it. They're still organizing the data and 

meeting the intent of this piece of content, but we've taken out some of the, maybe, other 

mathematical skills. 



And the team for the least-complex level had a chart that's already partially completed. They have taken 

out any kind of numerical symbols and are just using pictures. And this is a true pictograph of how the 

students would organize the data. And it's only left for the students to actually insert another piece of 

data into the chart. 

But these examples are only samples of the possible levels of reduced complexity. This can be changed 

in so many different ways. They do not necessarily represent the three levels of the PASA. But they do 

represent reduced complexity into three buckets of consideration. There could be many, many, many 

more options for reduced complexity based upon your own unique students' needs. So use the 

examples as samples. Feel free to make adjustments; feel free to use them as they are. That's okay. But 

you can make adjustments. And make sure that you can change those graphics and texts and tables and 

symbols to best meet your need. Again, you download this in Word, you can mess with the tables; you 

can change different things. It's all available for you to alter to best meet the needs of your students. 

So let's take a look at our 7th Grade ELA reading example. The top section includes the alternate eligible 

content. In this case, it is "Summarize the text." At the very top you can view the alignment through the 

PA Core. The PSSA Assessment Anchor, the Descriptor, and the Eligible Content. The essentialization 

coding section provides the content already defined by what the student needs to know and do within 

what context. So interestingly enough, and if you've been in other workshops we've done or in other of 

our webinars, "Summarize the text" is a unique piece of alternate eligible content. Because what 

students need to know is summarize. "What is Summarize?" And in order to make sense of it, they're 

also asked to do it. It is also something you need to do. You have to summarize. And the context is the 

text. The definition for summarize is included. And you can also see the text that was selected and used 

in this example is provided for you. And a link to it. The suggested text for this sample comes from a 

source that was used in many of the samples. Not all. And the team accessed ReadWorks. If you're not 

familiar -- and I believe we've talked about this in other webinars -- but it's a free source of grade-

appropriate literature and informational text. It is free, but you do need to sign up and get an account to 

access the texts. You don't have to use what we've provided here. You can always find something else 

that may be more engaging for your students, may have more meaning for your students. And so just 

know that that resource is out there and available for you. 

Here's your intent statement. So it kind of gives you a broader, more global statement of what 

"summarize the text" truly means. 

And here's the most content complexity. So we're going to look at -- This particular target is that 

students are going to summarize the text by showing or telling three ways that people use water. We 

often -- In many of the examples they'll talk about reading or listing and pairing that original text with 

modified text below. Because when we want to get to what we want the students to do, we recognize 

that in all cases we're going to need to modify. That students are not reading on grade level. If they 

were, they probably would not be taking an alternate assessment. 

This is the second example in the document that reduces the complexity even more. So this is what we 

might call, like a, "in-the-middle" kind of, content complexity. And the student's going to have to 

summarize by showing or telling two ways. So we've reduced the amount of things the student is 

responsible for summarizing within the text. The text is modified. You see there's more supports for 

what the student -- to help the student understand the modified text. And we would again urge you to 

make sure that you make this meet the needs of your students. If visuals are not appropriate and not a 



way for your student to understand information, use what is. "Water can be used to cool our bodies 

when we feel hot." You could use a fan that spritzes water. And have the student feel that as the text is 

being read or shared with them. So you can use objects. You can use real items to help the student 

understand the text. These are just samples and examples to help you think about other ways to do it as 

well. But again, you're free to use it the way it is provided. 

At the least-complex level you, again, see the text has been modified even more, at an even more 

reduced complex level. And this student is just asked to show how a person can use water based upon 

the text. So again, the graphics, the texts, the tables, the symbols are all available for you to use. We've 

taken great caution to make sure that these are free pictures and things that can be used in the 

classroom. And can be shared with you. So they are yours to make your own and to use as best meets 

the needs of the students in your classroom. 

What are some ways to apply these examples in your classroom? So we're going to spend the last part 

of our day at this time on essentialized examples. Thinking about how to best use them. 

So thinking about application in the classroom. Let's start with thinking about our math example. First of 

all, it comes down to a no-brainer. What you all do so well is know your students. So know: What does 

the data tell you about their current performance when you think about this content? What might you 

need to customize? What parts of the example can be used as targets or goals? And based on what your 

students know and can do already with this content, what might you need to adjust? What would you 

like to change? How can you make it meaningful in your classroom? 

Use the example to design targets and create lessons. Adapt the documents to meet the needs of the 

students in your classroom. Use the text provided. Or in the case of math, we want you to use familiar 

language and a familiar range of numerical representations when you're teaching concepts. Use visuals 

or objects. So they're suggested; you're welcome to use those. Or use ones that are familiar for the 

students. If they are not familiar with manipulating Digi-Blocks, don't use Digi-Blocks. Use what you've 

been using. Something that's familiar for the students. Substitute manipulatives for visuals to assist your 

students with understanding. And as you reduce complexity, reduce the use of symbols such as digits. 

That may be necessary for the student to best understand the content and concepts. Those are some of 

the big picture things that have been used as our teams work to reduce complexity. 

So let's look at this 4th Grade example again. And our first step, we said, is to really examine the student 

data in relation to this content. So match their performance data with the content is your first step. This 

is going to help you determine what the student's instructional level is. And what's also going to be a 

reasonable, meaningful content target that will support the student with learning. Not having them do 

something they already know; but will really challenge them and up the ante even just a little bit to help 

them make progress with this alternate eligible content. So there's our alternate eligible content. So 

examine that first. And then we want you to set your student content targets. So before you can 

develop your lesson or unit of study, you need to know where you're going. What is it that you want 

your students to learn based upon this content? You can select from the samples we have here or 

design your own based on your student's unique data. 

So here's your content target. And we looked at that earlier in this presentation. There are many, many 

right answers and very few incorrect answers to designing content targets. I can give you an example of 

an incorrect target. It would be to identify data. That would be a skill you would need to teach -- to be 



able to organize data. But know that the alternate eligible content wants a student to be able to add 

that information to a chart. You may need to teach what data is. So that wouldn't be a content target 

aligned to the alternate eligible content, but it could be a target that gets you to a target that's aligned 

to the content. 

Here are some other options of sample targets. It would be important to add measurable language to 

represent the student's targets. Such as, for example, demonstrated in three cold probes or over three 

attempts. You would definitely want to make sure that you had a way to measure the student's success 

with this particular target and with your instruction. 

The next step is to design your lesson or unit to shape their targets. Use the information that's on this 

document to help you design that instruction. Include your skill steps and learning that needs to be 

shaped. You know, such as identifying data. Such as learning how to gather data, demonstrate 

understanding of what a bar chart is or a pictograph, and even how to understand how to organize that 

data. So those are all steps that get you to that student actually demonstrating that they can organize 

this information. 

Some other considerations as you're designing your lesson. Use language, objects, data. You know, 

things that are familiar and age-appropriate and engaging for your students. Don't use this example if 

pets aren't important. You want to make sure you have that hook that's going to get the students 

excited and moving in the direction you want them to move. You know? Think about what is exciting 

and engaging for your students. And there are some examples we have on the screen such as music or 

food or TV shows. Anything that makes sense. And then the other thing to remember is to provide 

multiple opportunities. We know repetition is extremely beneficial for learning, when we think about 

this population of students and think about examples for -- lots of examples -- for the students to 

practice and develop mastery and achievement with the alternate eligible content. 

If you choose to use the sample as-is, we would suggest that you provide other opportunities to ensure 

that the student has learned what it is that you're teaching and not just memorized this one activity. 

And the final step is always to assess, assess, assess. Make sure -- Thinking about those measurable 

components you put in the content targets: How is the student making progress? Do you need to adjust 

the content target? Once the student demonstrates mastery or achievement, what do you do next? 

Where do you move? What piece of content do you move to? Look at the student's IEP goals. Review 

those grade level alternate eligible content documents. Especially the across the grades documents can 

be very, very helpful as you think about moving. As you become more familiar, as you try out these 

samples and examples and build your confidence with the content, we know that you're going to be 

moving in so many great directions with the alternate eligible content. 

So let's take a look at the application in ELA. Very similar. Not a whole lot of difference. Know your 

students. What do they know in relation to the content that you're going to be teaching? And can any 

part of the sample be used as targets and goals for this unit or lesson that you're developing? And 

develop your units and lessons based on these examples and samples. They're pretty much -- When I 

use the word "example" and "sample," it's the same thing. They're just examples. They're just ways to 

think about it. The individualized components or more samplings of what it could be. You know? Again, 

adapt to meet the needs of your student. Use the text provided. We are trying to cut down on all of the 

work that you need to do. We know that each minute is so precious in the classroom, and we're trying 



to provide you something that's already done to help you at least get started and springboard into other 

opportunities. But don't feel like you have to use what we have. Use what works best for your students. 

You can use the modifications we have provided as a framework and select a text that would be more 

engaging, or something more familiar, or something you're already working on in the classroom. Use 

language and vocabulary that is familiar to the student and that's Core. You can use the visuals and 

objects that are selected. And again, use manipulatives and tangible objects to ensure your students are 

understanding the content that's being provided. You can use the modifications that we provided or 

modify the text to represent your student's own unique needs. Again, examples and samples. 

So in ELA, again, examine the student data in relation to the content selected. And here's something I 

just want to put out there that I want to put on the burner for you to be thinking about when you select 

text, if you're going to select something different than what's suggested. Consider text that matches the 

alternate eligible content. Make sure it's informational. You can look at the top of the page of the 

document and it clearly tells you if it's informational or literature. So make sure you're using the 

appropriate genre of text. And you want to make sure that it matches what it is the alternate eligible 

content is asking the student to know and do. So for example, "Summarize the text" might be an easier 

one to find lots of different samples. But if you're looking for something around theme, you're going to 

need to make sure that the text you select has a theme. Not all texts do. So pay attention to your 

alternate eligible content. It's going to be a great assistant when you think about selecting texts. And 

make sure that you pay attention to your reporting category. 

The second step. Again, we're going to provide some content targets for you, but feel free to use what 

works best to your students based upon your students' unique data. 

Here's other options of sample targets. And we looked at this earlier. But again, make sure you add 

some measurable language so that you are able to clearly define when your student has achieved at 

their level of complexity what the alternate eligible content is asking them to know and do. 

And then -- and here's our least-complex level content target -- the next thing that you're going to do is 

then design your lesson or unit. You can use what's in here to help fill in pieces of your lesson and unit of 

study. Include your skill steps for learning, such as you might need to teach the students to identify the 

pictures and label the pictures and manipulatives. You may need to learn what is summarizing, and 

practice it in very simplistic terms. As well as doing summarizing. You know, identify what is a point 

within a text. What's something important? And you can do those in little small sub-skills that lead the 

student to be able to listen to and have access to text. And be able to say, "This is what this is about" in 

a very cohesive, clear way. 

In this example: Other considerations. Again, you're going to want to think about the text, language, 

visuals, the manipulatives. How am I engaging the students? What's that hook that's going to get them 

excited about learning, summarizing? You want to make sure, again, that you're aligned to the type of 

text that you're using. That if it's a piece of alternate eligible content around informational text, you're 

using informational text. If it's around literature, you want to be using literature. You want to also make 

sure that it contains the components of the alternate eligible content that you're going to teach. Again, 

provide multiple opportunities so that the student can demonstrate achievement, and be able to 

generalize that skill into other pieces of texts and into everyday life when communicating and sharing 

information. 



Finally, assess, assess, assess. You want to make sure that you are assessing your students in regard to 

the mastery of the content. And assessing to make sure that based up on what you put in as your 

measurable language for your content target, that that student is meeting that. And if not, adjust the 

content target. Adjust the instruction. Let it drive how the student is learning, what they're learning, 

how they're showing you what they're learning. Let that drive your instruction. And once they 

demonstrate achievement with that assessment data -- as that assessment data determines -- again, 

you're going to move on. Select another piece. Look at the student's IEP. Look at those across the grade 

documents. They're going to be a really nice resource for you. And move forward. And be ready to 

report out what your student has learned in regard to alternate eligible content. 

So, a reminder. Just kind of looping back to where we started. Where you can find your alternate eligible 

content essentialized examples. It's going to be right there on your PaTTAN webpage. And know that 

what you're looking at, it will always be right where I'm pointing to on the screen. It may look -- It will 

look cleaner and user-friendly. But for right now, again, we wanted to get the samples out to you. We 

have a total of approximately 60 samples all together and we're going to continue to populate this 

repository until all content has been covered. 

As you become familiar with the alternate eligible content and these essentialized examples, we're 

going to be looking for you to develop examples for you to use in your classroom, and welcome your 

willingness to share these examples to continue to grow this library. 

More information on how to do this and on this opportunity to share out examples will be coming in the 

near future. Take time, learn the examples. Learn the format. And looking forward to your feedback 

from the field in regard to these essentialized examples. 

You can also remember -- scroll down to the bottom of this page and you'll also see another link in blue 

for essentialized examples that will take you to the same place. 

Our upcoming webinars. Very excited about November 16th, our next one. We have teachers right now 

with these examples in their classrooms and trying them out. They're probably listening in on this 

webinar as well, and you know who you are. And we are so grateful for your willingness to step up to 

the plate. They're going to try the examples, and we're going to share their suggestions, ideas, 

successes, and challenges in our November webinar. You'll hear from some of them directly, and some 

of the information they have shared we will share with you. Along with the examples that they tried. 

December, we hope you're joining us. We'll be examining the new draft alternate eligible content for 

writing. And what the expectations will be as we consider essentialization for this content as we move 

forward. Lots and lots coming out. And we're very excited as we enter this phase of providing these 

resources and supports to you in the field. 

We want to remind you about communication and volunteer opportunities. We would be remiss in our 

webinars if we did not provide you the opportunity if you have not already, to sign up on the website. 

Right where you found the essentialized examples -- right below that -- is Listserv volunteer where you 

can submit information that will put you on a list where you could possibly be called in to help volunteer 

to develop additional examples. We are planning on bringing teachers back in to do that work over the 

course of this school year. You can also be on the Listserv to receive the most up-to-date information. 

When things are posted and when -- information in regard to -- for example, when the alternate eligible 

content in writing becomes finalized by the state board, that information will immediately go out to our 



Listserv. And you will be the first to know and to be in-the-know. So if you haven't already signed up, we 

encourage you to do so. 

Our focus today was identifying the location of the examples. They will always be in the same place. 

They will always be in the folders that you saw, but they will probably look and be more aesthetic in the 

very near future. We're looking forward to that. And thank you for your patience. But use those 

samples. We identified the characteristics of the examples. We showed you how to locate the specific 

examples. And we described for you how the examples can be used. 

We thank you for your attention, and look forward to touching base with you in November. 


