
>> I feel that the RENEW program is like looking at a student through a magnifying glass.  And I say that 
because it really gives you a much better perspective of what their life is really like. 
 
>> I would recommend RENEW to families and students because not only does it give the student a map 
and a guideline to follow to help them achieve the goals, but I have seen it do amazing things with the 
relationships within their own families. 
 
>> I think RENEW has made me a better educator, personally and professionally.  I believe in students 
and I believe that every student can achieve. 
 
>> Sometimes we forget that kids come to school with stories.  They come to school after maybe a 
horrible night at home.  I think sometimes we forget.  And so going through this process and getting to 
know Lance to the degree that we did, for me at least, it helps remind me that just because I don't know 
a student's story, it doesn't mean that there isn't one. 
 
>> Knowing a student's story, I think, is really key to us working with these students.  And hearing the 
things that he had to go through -- it just changes how you work with them. 
 
>> I don't really see any negatives about the RENEW process at all, and I would recommend it because 
all it does is help their student grow up and be self-confident, and think for themselves.  And it takes the 
burden off the parents and other adults in their lives.  They take accountability and responsibility for 
themselves.  It's a great thing. 
 
>> As a counselor, before I started RENEW, I would call kids in and say, "You know, your grades are bad.  
Go to tutoring, get your grades up.  I'll check in with you in a few weeks."  And I didn't really feel like I 
was helping.  But now I feel like I need to get a much closer look at a student's life to really help them on 
all levels, and look at their life and what's involved in their life from a lot of different angles, versus just 
this one issue that we're working on here at school today. 
 
>> I would recommend RENEW for other students who need it, because it's only going to help, I think, to 
make the connections to why they do the things they do.  And how they got to where they are is very 
important.  And they gain so much about themselves.  They make these connections to their past which 
they don't have, they didn't have before.  But to see that lightbulb kind of go off in their head as far as 
why they are the way they are has been very good for me.  I don’t see anything negative that could ever 
come out of it. 
 
>> It allows students to really look at their life more closely.  It allows families also an opportunity to 
step in and help, where they may not have realized they needed to be previously.  And I think it can 
benefit all students. 
 
>> If you can get staff members that are trained that already really care about the kids, but they can go 
through this process, it's just so valuable; it really adds a lot to what we can do for our students. 
 
>> I think every district out there should be doing RENEW as a tier three, but just as a practice in 
general.  The success that it can afford a district is immeasurable.  Every district out there has students 
that could fall through the cracks, could drop out, in fail; in some instances could become involved in 
drugs, and we could have kids that lose their lives.  And if a student can't see future, and more 



importantly, if the adults don't foster them seeing that future for them, then we're going to lose kids.  
And I think RENEW can save them. 
 


