
>> ... for today's session. Today we're going to be talking about assistive reading tools and the tools that 

work with Bookshare books when we read or play Bookshare books. And there are many of them. So the 

big ideas for today, we're going to be exploring a number of assistive reading tools that Bookshare -- 

that read Bookshare books. I'll also be demonstrating some of the Bookshare reading options and 

talking about others. You'll learn about the many tools that students can use to access and read 

Bookshare titles. And finally we're going to discuss how sponsors and members can find resources about 

compatible reading tools. 

So how do we find the right tools for our students? Well, students can read Bookshare books in multiple 

ways. With multi-modal reading students can see the text and hear it spoken at the same time. And 

many applications use what is called dual-color highlighting where the text -- a unit of text such as a 

sentence or line is highlighted in one color and then each word that is spoken is highlighted in another 

color. And with many text-to-speech applications, users can change the volume, the speed, and the 

pitch of the voice and decide on a particular voice for reading. So there are many different high-quality 

male and female voices. Now for students who need enlarged text, Bookshare books can be enlarged 

with screen magnification software such as Zoom Text. There are many options for listening to 

Bookshare books. Bookshare provides MP3 and DAISY Audio file formats. MP3 files can be played on 

many devices that incorporate MP3 players. And students can also listen to Bookshare books using text-

to-speech synthesis. And finally for members who are blind or have low vision, Bookshare provides the 

means for them to read digital braille or embossed braille. 

So there are many ways to access Bookshare books. The key is identifying the technologies that work 

best for your students and equipping them with the tools they need to be successful. So there are four 

types of reading options. The first is downloading Bookshare books to a computer and reading them 

with compatible software applications. And we'll be demonstrating some of these today. The second is 

using AT devices to read books. Bookshare books can be downloaded to a computer and then 

transferred to AT devices such as digital talking book players and braille PDAs. In other instances 

members can download Bookshare books directly into their devices, which is becoming more and more 

common. A third way to read is by using an accessible reading app on a mobile device, such as an iPod, 

iPad, iPhone, or Android tablet. And a fourth way is to read Bookshare books in an internet browser, 

such as Chrome, Firefox, or Internet Explorer. And you'll have the opportunity to learn about all of these 

reading options through today's webinar presentation and by reading the Resource documents that are 

posted on PaTTAN's website for today's webinar. 

On Bookshare's website there is a Reading Tools webpage, and this page provides a wealth of 

information about the features, the cost, system requirements, and target audiences of specific tools 

that read Bookshare books. And as you see on the slide, there is a URL that gives the address for those 

reading -- that Reading Tools webpage. This page is categorized by three types of reading tools. Reading 

tools for smartphones and tablets, reading tools for members using computers, and reading tools for 

those using hardware devices, such as braille PDAs and digital talking book players. So the reading tools 

are listed here along with their manufacturer's website. So this is a very important website if you're 

considering a particular reading tool. 

I briefly talked about the Bookshare Web Reader at Session 3's webinar. But I'd like to demonstrate it 

and talk about it a little more in this session. This is a review from another webinar session that we had 

that talked about the Bookshare Web Reader. Students who have an individual membership or who 



have been assigned a username and password by a sponsor can read Bookshare books in the Bookshare 

Web Reader. Sponsors cannot read books in the Web Reader unless they use the Bookshare external 

individual demo account, which I'll talk about a little later. So a student with an individual membership 

or a username and password assigned to him through an organizational membership can search for a 

book or select a book from a reading list and click the Read Now button. Or the Read Now link next to 

the book. And once they click on that Read Now button, the book will open in a web browser. 

Now the book will open in a browser that you're using. So wherever you are when you're searching for 

that book in Bookshare -- if you're in Firefox or Chrome or Internet Explorer or Safari -- that browser will 

open. If you open the book in the Chrome or Safari browser, there is a text-to-speech function that will 

read the text aloud. If you open the book in Firefox, Internet Explorer, or Microsoft Edge, there is no 

text-to-speech option. The user has to use a screen reader application to hear the text read aloud. So 

there are fully-supported browsers -- Chrome, Safari, Internet Explorer, Microsoft Edge, and Mozilla 

Firefox.  

Now there are a number of different voices that can be used with the text-to-speech and word-level 

highlighting option using Google Chrome and also with Safari. So Google Chrome, you can add a Chrome 

extension for a high-quality female voice. Google Chrome will also use whatever operating system 

you're using. So if you're using the Mac, it's going to use the voice Alex. If you're using Windows XP, it's 

going to use Microsoft Mike or Mary. If you're using Windows Vista or Windows 7, it will use Microsoft 

Anna. And if you're using Windows 8 or 10, it's going to use either David or Zira.  

So when the Bookshare Web Reader opens, it opens in the browser and the toolbar will be at the top of 

the window. Now to play a book, the member or student clicks on the Play button. It's also called the 

Text-to-Speech button. And that's an icon; it looks like a little speaker. And the student can then move 

back and forth from page to page or section to section. The user can change the text color and 

background color. Also the member can use the table of contents. If the DAISY book is well-structured, 

there will be a table of contents that will be very usable.  

If a sponsor wants to see how the Web Reader functions, he or she can log in to the Bookshare -- into 

Bookshare -- using the external organizational demo account username and password. So you would log 

in to Bookshare using the individualdemo@bookshare.org as the username and "memberdemo" as the 

password. And sponsors can use this demo account to show students and parents how members with 

individual memberships can use the Web Reader. 

Now for this demonstration I'm going to use the Google Chrome browser on my Mac computer. It works 

the same in the Chrome browser on a Windows computer and also on a Chromebook. I will log in to 

Bookshare using the external organizational demo account. And so I'm going to demonstrate that now. 

So I'm in Chrome. And I will go to Bookshare. And I will log in. I'm going to log out first because I'm not 

sure how I'm logged in. So I'll log in, and I will log in with the individual demo account. And I have that. 

It's -- I've already logged in before, so it remembered me. And I can select that. And now I'll put in the 

password. And then I'll click Sign In.  

And now I'm in the external organizational demo account. This is mimicking a student individual 

membership. A member who has an individual membership. And so I see here that there are books 

under my Recent Books list. And I see the Read Now link, which means that I could easily click on this 



Read Now link and it would take me to this book in the book reader. I can also click on a Reading List, 

one that I've created or one that has been shared with me. And when I go into that Reading List, there 

will be books there that will be on that Reading List that I can read right now.  

I can also search for a book. So I can come up here to the search box and search for a book. And I'm 

going to search for "The Call of the Wild." And when I do, I'm going to find the out-of-copyright book. 

When I’m using the external organizational demo account, I can only open books in the Web Reader 

that are out of copyright. I can't open anything that's copyrighted material. So here I have an out-of-

copyright book, "The Call of the Wild" by Jack London. And I have the Read Now link. So I’m going to 

click on the Read Now link. 

And it will open the Bookshare Web Reader right through Bookshare. Now I can use my toolbar to 

navigate around this book. So I can go up to the top of the book. Each book in Bookshare's collection has 

a copyright notice at the top. But this is my table of contents here. It's the icon on the left. And I can 

choose a chapter. And if it's structured by chapter or page or section, I can choose whatever chapter, 

section, or page I want to go to. So I'm going to choose chapter one. 

And I can begin reading by clicking on the Start TTS button. 

>> "Chapter one. Into the Primitive. 'Old longings nomadic leap. Chafing at customs chain. Again from its 

brumal sleep. Wakens the ferine strain.' Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would have known 

that trouble was brewing, not alone for himself, but for every tide-water dog strong of muscle and with 

warm, long hair from Puget Sound to San Diego." 

>> And I can stop the reading by clicking back on the text-to-speech or the Play button here on the 

toolbar. I can go to a previous page or next page by clicking on the arrow buttons.  

There are also options here. So if I click on my Options menu, I see that I have a number of font sizes 

that I can choose from. Anywhere for size 12-point to size 70-point. So I'm currently viewing size 18-

point. But if I am a student with low vision, I may be able to use the 70-point. I can save that. And you 

can see the difference in the size of the text. 

>> "'Old longings nomadic leap, Chafing at custom's chain;'" 

>> I can easily go back to another font size. 

By default, the Bookshare Web Reader reads with white background and black text. But it can be -- you 

can choose to have it read with black background and white text. So I will select Arabian Nights and I will 

save the settings. And now I have the background as black and my text as white. 

>> "'... Again from its brumal sleep. Wakens the ferine strain.' Buck did not read the newspapers, or he 

would have known that trouble was brewing, not alone for himself ..." 

>> And I can also do Sands of Dune, which is another background color. Save that. So this is a rather 

muted background color. And also text. So I'll go back to the black and white.  

I can also change the display format. Right now I'm looking at the text and reading it in a single page. I 

could read it with facing pages. And save. And when I do, it's looking at the book as if the student is 

opening a book and it has the spine in the middle with the left and the right. 



I can also do scrolling, which means that the student can just scroll down the book. Just using their 

mouse, trackpad, they can just keep scrolling. I'll go back to single page.  

So that is the font size, the text and background color, and the display format. There are also settings for 

margins. So right now we have margins where there's a little bit of white margin at the top, at the 

bottom, and the left and right. If you want the text to completely fill the screen, you can click on the first 

one on this and it will fill much of the screen. And the same here on the right. You get less text and more 

white space. 

Under Options is also where you can slow down the rate of speech or speed it up. And you do this with 

this slider bar. 

And finally you can display page numbers or decide you don't want to display them. So you can uncheck 

that if you don't want to have them displayed. 

So these options are available for students. So when you're matching their needs to the features of an 

application or technology, you can consider the different options that you have here. 

Another feature is the night mode feature. So if you click on Night Mode it immediately turns the text to 

white with a background of black. 

And you can have full screen. So if you just want the screen to be full without showing any of the 

browser menu bars at the top, for students who might be distracted by those, you can set this to be a 

full screen. 

And finally the button on the right. You can turn the toolbar on and off. You can hide it or show it if you 

want to. 

So this is the Bookshare Web Reader. It is available for all students with individual memberships or those 

who have usernames and passwords that have been assigned to them by sponsors on an organizational 

membership. 

Now when a student is in a book and they're in the browser, they can easily click on the back button and 

go back to Bookshare and choose another book that they can then read.  

Okay. Members can listen to Bookshare books on any device that has an MP3 player functionality. And 

this includes mobile devices such as the iPod, the iPhone, the iPad, Android tablets and phones, braille 

PDAs, some augmentative and alternative communication devices, and digital talking book players, such 

as the Victor Reader Stream. 

So if a member is using an IOS device to listen to Bookshare MP3 books, such as an iPad or an iPhone or 

an iPod, it is easy to use a media manager, such as iTunes to manage the MP3 files and sync them to the 

IOS device. And here are the instructions for doing that. The instructions are also in the Resources 

document that is posted for this webinar today. So the member or the sponsor has to search for a book 

in Bookshare's library. So they'll find the book and they will choose the MP3 format to download. They 

will download that zipped MP3 file and they will extract it to a folder. When they extract it, you'll see 

here that there are a number of different tracks that go with the book. These are music tracks just like 

an MP3 file will have a number of music tracks. For the book. And this book is "The Giver." Then what 

happens is the member can plug in their IOS device. They'll open iTunes on their computer. They'll 



create a folder in iTunes under Playlists. They'll drag that Bookshare MP3 folder from the computer to 

iTunes in the designated playlist. And so then the final step is to sync the device. And you want to make 

sure that your playlist is set up to sync under the Music tabs in iTunes. So many students with IOS 

devices will be able to do this easily because they're familiar with iTunes and they're familiar with 

syncing their devices. 

One note I'd like to point out is that when you look at the tracks of an MP3 file for Bookshare on an IOS 

device, it starts with the name of the book with a 001. The tracks of an MP3 file do not match the 

chapters of the book. So the chapter -- actually, the beginning of the book may be the third track down. 

So I just want to point that out that tracks -- music tracks, MP3 tracks -- do not necessarily match any of 

the chapters in a book. 

Members who are blind can read Bookshare books using a screen reader such as JAWS, Window-Eyes, 

or NVDA, which is NonVisual Desktop Access types of applications.  

Now when using Bookshare files with a screen reader, you're going to want to open the XML file in a 

browser. And when you download a Bookshare DAISY text file, you'll see that there is an XML file in the 

folder. When you extract that DAISY file you'll find that there is an XML file there. To open that in a 

browser you just double-click on it, and it will open in an internet browser. Some applications, some 

browsers, some devices don't work well with XML files. So if they don't, you're going to want to rename 

the file with HTML extension. And then that should open the file in the browser. 

Now to read accessible books from the Bookshare library you're going to need some type of access 

technology, such as a hardware device or a software reading tool. In addition, you can read books in 

your web browser. And if you're not -- you don't already have software for reading DAISY books, you can 

either download one of the free versions -- Read: OutLoud or Victor Reader Soft Bookshare editions -- 

but there are also many other text-to-speech software applications that read Bookshare books. And 

some of these applications have an online book-download feature that allows sponsors and members to 

download books directly from Bookshare within the application itself, which means that the user 

doesn't have to download, save, and extract files. All of this is done by the software application. So some 

of these applications support the DAISY structure in a Bookshare book so the member can easily 

navigate from chapter to chapter, section to section, and page to page using a table of contents. Some 

of these programs work on both Mac computers and Windows computers. And others are Windows 

only. So in the Resources document for today's webinar that's posted on PaTTAN's website, there is 

information about how to download free software demos of many of these programs. And there's also 

information about how to use them with Bookshare books. Also this list of software -- DAISY readers is 

not all-inclusive. There are other software programs and applications that read Bookshare books. 

I'm going to demonstrate a couple of software applications. I'm going to demonstrate Kurzweil 3000 by 

Kurzweil Education. And I’m also going to demonstrate Snap&Read by Don Johnston Company. Kurzweil 

3000 reads Bookshare's DAISY text files, and Snap&Read works in the Google Chrome browser on Macs, 

Windows computers, and Chromebooks. I am not -- unfortunately I'm not going to be able to show 

Texthelp's Read&Write GOLD today because I'm having some technical problems. The program that I 

have comes on a USB. It's a mobile application and it comes on a USB drive. And it's not working well 

with the USB hubs that I'm using on my computer. So I can't show that today. But Texthelp's 

Read&Write GOLD is a very nice application. It is a floating toolbar. It also includes a DAISY reader. And 



there are many YouTube videos and information on Texthelp's website that demonstrate this 

application. 

So I'll start with Kurzweil 3000. And I'm going to start with Kurzweil 3000 for Windows. Kurzweil 3000 is 

made both for Windows and for the Mac. They do have different user interfaces, but they have much of 

the same functionality. 

I'm now in Windows and I'm going to open Kurzweil 3000. I have to log in. I'm using a web-licensed 

version of Kurzweil.  

This is Kurzweil 3000's user interface. If you are familiar with Kurzweil 3000, you may be very familiar 

with the classic Kurzweil 3000 interface, which looks very different than this interface. This is the new 

interface for Kurzweil 3000 for Windows. It was just introduced this past month. So when you get into 

Kurzweil 3000, there are four tabs across the top. Kurzweil 3000, Read, Write, and Scan. Kurzweil 3000 is 

a scan and read program so it does have scanning or OCR capability. But one of the nice features of 

Kurzweil, and this has been true for several versions, is that it has an online menu for searching for 

books. And I’m going to use that to search for Bookshare books and just bring Bookshare books into 

Kurzweil, from within Kurzweil itself. So the user who is using Kurzweil 3000 doesn't have to search for a 

book within Bookshare's website, download it, save it, extract the files, put those files in a folder. All of 

that is done through Kurzweil.  

So I'll come up here to the Online menu. And I'm going to search for books, so I'll select the Search for 

Books option. And I get a window that asks me to put an author's name or a title here. So I'm going to 

put a title. And I want Kurzweil to search Bookshare's website for books that contain "Bookshare demo" 

in the title. I can also add another criteria to my query, but for right now I'm just going to use the title of 

"Bookshare demo." So here's my query. And now I can choose the sites I want to go out to, to look for 

that book. Well, since I'm only working in Bookshare, I’m only going to select the Bookshare sites. So I'm 

going to click OK. Kurzweil will go to Bookshare's website and will look -- immediately look for the books 

that match the criteria in my query. And it came up with two books. I'm going to choose the Bookshare 

demo which is "The Rocket Boys of NIH." I'll put a checkmark in that checkbox and I'll click OK. 

Now this book is mimicking a copyrighted book, so I have to have a username and password in order to 

download this book. So it understands that my username -- I've used this before -- so it's my username is 

my email and I will put in my password. And this is my Bookshare password. Once I put in my Bookshare 

password, I will click OK. 

Kurzweil will now go out to Bookshare's website and it will pull up the students that are on my roster. 

And I have to assign this book to a student because it's a copyrighted book. I will choose a student from 

my roster. And it can be any of these students. And I can click OK. Then what happens is Kurzweil goes 

out, gets that book, and then tells me that it has been downloaded and I can open it using the File -- in 

the menu bar -- Open command. So I'll say OK to that. I'll come up here to File and come down to Open. 

And it asks me, Do you want to open the file you last downloaded? And I say Yes. And it immediately 

brings in the book from Bookshare, right into Kurzweil 3000. And I can read it through Kurzweil 3000. 

There are a number of features here with Kurzweil 3000. There is a zoom value. So if this is too small, I 

can make the text larger with the different zoom options here. I can also use the DAISY structure of the 



book through my Bookmark tab. So if I click on the Bookmark and I click on the plus in front of "The 

Rocket Boys of NIH," I have the book is -- the chapters of the book are listed here. And I can easily go -- 

>> "The Rocket Boys Ask for Help." 

>> To the chapter that I want. And what's nice about Kurzweil is that it will read -- 

>> "The Rocket Boys Move NIH." 

>> Any chapter that you -- 

>> "The Rocket Boys Ask for Help." 

>> Any chapter that you select. And now I can click the Go To button and it went right to that chapter. 

Now I can read this text by clicking on the Read button. 

>> "The Rocket Boys Ask for Help. Terrence Boylan and Bruce Cook had a dream. They wanted to soar 

past the clouds and explore space. It was a big dream in 1957. No one had done it before. And Terrence 

was just nine years old. His friend Bruce had to use a wheelchair to go anywhere." 

>> To stop the reading of the text I will click back on the Pause button. So it's a Read/Pause button. 

I also have a number of options here. I can go back to the previous section or chapter by clicking on the 

Previous and Next. 

I can also change my audio options. Under Audio Options I have words per minute. I can easily slow 

down the rate of speech or speed it up. So let me speed it up. And some voices require that you adjust 

the speed. And here I have voices that are available to me. And here is a high-quality male voice, Will. So 

I can click before where I want to start, and listen to the voice of Will. 

>> "The Rocket Boys Move NIH. Did anyone have time to open a kid's letter? Yes, and it bounced on 

waves of laughter through the NIH Division of Research Grants. A rocket ship! Two kids wanted 

government research funds!" 

>> So the audio options are available where you can change the words per minute, you can change the 

voice. You can also -- the student can change the reading mode. So by default, Kurzweil reads 

continuously. But if a student needs more control over the reading, they can read self-paced.  

>> "He was Chief of NIH Grants." 

>> When one unit of text is read, such as a sentence, it will stop and the student can then click back on 

the Read button or Play button -- 

>> "He was a man who had done great things." 

>> In order to get the next unit, such as a sentence or question to read. So it gives some control to the 

student under Audio Options. In addition under Audio Options, the student can decide what reading 

unit they want the dual-color highlighting to focus on. So if a student is reading certain kinds of poetry 

or they may have visual/perceptual skill problems, they may like to read by line instead of by sentence. 

>> "Peer review groups have done great jobs. Millions of men, women, and children are alive and 

healthy today because these groups looked through piles of requests --" 



>> So this means with a -- under the Audio Options, under the Reading Unit, if I set it for Line, it means 

the line will be highlighted. And individual words that are read will be in green. If I set it for Sentence, 

the sentence will be highlighted and individual words that are read will be in green. 

So these are just some of the options that are available in Kurzweil 3000. 

There are also -- if you click on a word, there is a definition. And the student can get a definition of that 

word. 

>> "Research. Noun. One: Careful study of a given subject, field, or problem, undertaken to discover 

facts or principles." 

>> So that is a definition or a dictionary option that students can use to get the definition of selected 

words. 

So these are the -- this is the Kurzweil 3000 for Windows. There are many applications that have many 

of the same types of features built into them. And a lot of these are explained in the Resources 

document that you have received. 

I'm going to demonstrate Snap&Read, which is another application from the Don Johnston Company. I 

am going to open a Bookshare book in Chrome. In a browser. So I'm going to come up here to File and 

I'm going to Open a file. And here is "The Rocket Boys of NIH." And I'm going to open the HTML file. As 

you remember, most of these books come in a number of different parts to the book. And there is 

usually an XML file. But because Chrome for the Mac does not recognize XML files, I had to change the 

extension to HTML. So now when I double-click on this file, it will open in Chrome. 

And I can use my mouse cursor or my mouse button to select where I want to start reading my book. 

Now you'll notice over here on the right there is what is called Snap&Read Universal. This is Don 

Johnston's Snap&Read. It works in Chrome. So if you're using Chrome for Windows, Chrome for the 

Mac, or Chrome in a Chromebook, this application will work beautifully. 

So I want to read this in a browser. So I can click on the speaker and when I see the icon of the speaker, I 

can place that where I want the text to start reading. 

>> "The Rocket Boys Ask for Help. Terrence Boylan and Bruce Cook have a dream. They wanted to soar 

past the clouds and explore space. It was a big dream in 1957. No one had done it before. And Terrence 

was just nine years old. His friend Bruce had to use a wheelchair to go anywhere." 

>> To stop the reading I just click back on the speaker. With this particular application, Chrome is using 

the voice that comes with the computer. So it is using the voice Alex on the Mac, but it would use other 

voices if you are using a Chromebook or a Windows computer. 

Another feature of this program is the dynamic text leveling feature. Let me show you how that works. I 

am going to select some text. And there are words here that may be difficult for students to understand. 

And if they have to look up the definition, sometimes the definitions don't give students the information 

they need. And their reading becomes choppy and perhaps their fluency suffers. So what this dynamic 

text leveling feature does is it clarifies and smooths out the difficult vocabulary. And the most difficult 

words are replaced with those that are easier to read. So I'll just show you how this works. 



So you can see that some of the more difficult vocabulary has been -- it appears in italics. And if you 

click, you can see what the word was. So if the student doesn't know what a researcher is, they can click 

and it says, "Person who works to find information." Also if they don't know what vaccine is -- this is the 

original. The dynamic text leveling changes that to "Disease-preventing treatment." Here is another one 

for "sicknesses." The original was "diseases." So if a student doesn't know what a disease is, they can 

click and it says "sickness." So this is all dynamic text leveling. With this feature, it won't level to a 

specified grade or a Lexile level. But it works with almost any online text in Chrome. So it's a very nice 

application. 

I've talked about reading Bookshare books using computer software applications and internet browsers. 

Well, members can also read Bookshare books on a number of assistive technology hardware devices.  

Many devices support DAISY Audio, MP3, and BRF formats. And these include digital talking book 

players, such as the Victor Reader Stream and the Blaze EZ or the Blaze ET. Many of these devices will 

download Bookshare books directly to the device. And so others, such as the Book Port Plus, will soon 

come with firmware updates that will allow these devices to connect directly to Bookshare. Members 

can also read Bookshare books with braille devices, such as braille PDAs and braille keyboards that are 

paired with tablets and computers. 

Many non-dedicated augmentative and alternative communication devices will read Bookshare books. 

Integrated AAC devices, such as Prentke Romich's Accent and non-dedicated Tobii Dynovox devices will 

play Bookshare files. And information about how to read Bookshare DAISY books and listen to MP3 files 

on AAC devices is found in the Resources document for this webinar. 

Now many students are using mobile devices for reading and completing academic work. And IOS and 

Android devices are ubiquitous. They're everywhere in schools. There are a number of apps available at 

the Apple store and Google Play store for downloading and reading Bookshare books on IOS and 

Android devices. Read2Go is an accessible e-reader app that runs on IOS mobile devices. It costs $20 and 

it's available for download at the Apple store. Go Read is an accessible e-reader app that runs on 

Android devices. It is a free app and you can download it from Google Play. 

Another accessible app for IOS devices is Voice Dream Reader. It costs $9.99 and it can be downloaded 

from the Apple store. And Capti Narrator is a reading app for IOS devices. It is free and it can be 

downloaded from the Apple store. 

These are the screenshots of four of the apps that I talked about. Here's Read2Go. This is Capti Narrator. 

Voice Dream Reader. And Go Read. This list is not all-inclusive. But these are some of the most popular 

apps -- accessible e-reader apps that read Bookshare books. Some of these apps have more accessibility 

features than others. Some are able to read formats other than just Bookshare DAISY files. And each has 

different multi-modal reading features. The decision about which apps are most appropriate for 

students should be made by each student's team. You want to make sure you match the student's needs 

with the features of the applications and the technology. Detailed information about these apps is found 

in a document titled "Read Bookshare Books on Mobile Devices" as part of this webinar's handouts. 

Now members can read Bookshare books on a Kindle or a Nook. In order to read books on one of these 

devices, the member has to convert the books into a readable format by the Kindle or the Nook. And 

Bookshare is required to provide copyrighted books in specialized formats. And these specialized 



formats are not readable on a Kindle or a Nook. They have to be converted into plain text format. I have 

provided instructions for how to do this in the Resources document that is posted for this Session 4 

webinar. One thing to remember, if a member changes the format of a book so that it is readable on a 

Kindle or a Nook, Bookshare's Digital Rights Management still applies. These books must remain in the 

possession of the member for whom they were downloaded, and members cannot share these books 

with others or distribute them in any way. 

I've included links to many resources within this PowerPoint, which is available and posted on PaTTAN's 

website. These resources pertain to the information that I provided during this webinar, and I encourage 

you to take a look at these resources. Most of them are on Bookshare's website. They can be very 

helpful for learning more about reading tools. 

Now for an action plan. I would like you to be able to explore how to read a book using the Bookshare 

Web Reader. So if you want to use the organizational -- the external organizational demo account to 

read a book using the Bookshare Web Reader, that would give you some practice with that so that 

students or members with individual memberships can learn how to use it. You can instruct them how 

to use it. 

Also downloading and reading a Bookshare book using an app. So if you can download Read2Go or Voice 

Dream Reader or Go Read or Capti Narrator -- two of these are free. So you may want to try these on 

some of your either IOS devices or Android devices. 

And if you get the chance and you want to be adventuresome and you want to help a student download 

and open and read a book on another reading tool, such as a digital talking book player like the Victor 

Reader Stream or the Blaze EZ, or an AAC device like a Tobii/DynaVox or Prentke Romich device. Or with 

a compatible software application or any other type of AT device. 

Okay. Before questions, to receive Act 48 or Instructional Hours you have to complete -- and it should 

be, the name of the training, we should have put that in -- on this slide. 

>> Yeah, sorry. 

>> I'm going to ask Doug to tell you what that is. 

>> Actually the link on here is not correct. On the slide. The invitation that you received is the correct 

link to the Survey Monkey. And it is for the 4th Session of Bookshare. And you put the code in at the end 

of the Survey Monkey, which asks just a few short questions. And the code is n as in Nancy, 6, b as in 

bravo, k as in kick, s as in Sally, and 3. So it's n6bks3. Okay. 

What I did, Karen, is I -- so they're easier to read. 

>> Okay. We're going to take questions, so I'll get questions that Doug and Beth have been monitoring 

for us. The first questions is, "How does Kurzweil 3000 work if it is an individual membership? I don't 

understand how it gets to the student." 

What your school or you have to do is you have to purchase Kurzweil 3000. So you would purchase it 

from Kurzweil Education. It is a program. There are a number of different options. You can choose web 

license, you can choose a network, or a standalone version. Many schools use a web license version. And 

once they have that web license version, they can install Kurzweil 3000 onto any computer in their 



school. And then they give licenses to students. And then when students use Kurzweil 3000, they would 

log in to Kurzweil 3000 with their license username and password for Kurzweil. And then if they are a 

Bookshare member, they can easily go to the online and get a book. Also through Kurzweil 3000 -- 

Kurzweil 3000 how a web application called Firefly. And it works in any browser. And if you have 

Kurzweil 3000 web license, the student can log in to Firefly on the web. And log in to Firefly and 

download books from Bookshare, right into Firefly and read them. So there are a number of options 

with that. 

A second question: "Is Read Out Loud still available?" 

Excuse me, I'm coughing. Read Out Loud, Bookshare edition, is still available. The Bookshare edition, 

which only reads Bookshare books. It is on Bookshare's website under the Reading Tools and can be 

downloaded. However, Read Out Loud the Bookshare edition and Victor Reader Soft Bookshare edition -

- the two free software tools that are available through Bookshare are no longer being supported. So 

they have some technical problems. But Read Out Loud is still working pretty well in the Windows 

environment. On Windows XP through Windows 10 it's still working pretty well. It's not working well 

though in the Mac, and does not work in current versions of the Mac. 

A third question: "Will Snap&Read save notes or highlighted text? Will it bookmark where a student 

leaves off with reading?" 

There are more features to Snap&Read and I'm not familiar with all of them. But what you can do is in 

the -- there are many YouTube videos on Snap&Read. There are also -- the resources in the Resources 

document has links to Don Johnston's website that will explain more about what some of the additional 

features are with Snap&Read. You can -- there are a number of different options that you can change. 

You can change the voice, you can change the speed of the reading. So there are other options. 

"Are there any easy apps for Windows tablet's Surface?" 

I'm not sure how ... I'm not terribly familiar with Windows tablets, but ... I'm not sure. I don't -- 

>> When I saw the question I did a quick search. I wasn't able to find anything as of yet, but it's 

something that I will continue to look for and explore into and will be glad to post at the next webinar. 

>> Thank you. Any other questions? 

>> Yes. We had one more come up. And that is: "Does Firefly work with Chromebook?" 

>> Firefly should work in a Chromebook, yes. Because you're using a browser and all you do is go open 

that -- you know, have that browser open and put in the address of the Firefly. It's fireflybykurzweil.com 

I believe. And so yes, it should work fine on a Chromebook. 

>> Okay. And another question. "The free version of Capti Narrator -- does it show text -- doesn't show 

text, correct?" 

>> I believe it does. The question was, Does Capti Narrator show text? I know you can use it for playlists. 

I'd have to check on that. I thought -- 

>> I'm bringing it up right now. 

>> Okay. Doug's going to bring it up right now. And so we'll be able to tell you once he brings that up. 



>> It's not coming up. C-A-P-T-I, can't find it. 

>> Yeah. I should get my purse. 

Any other questions? Beth, are there any other questions on there that ...? 

Yeah. I'm looking for the Capti Narrator. I have it on my -- I think I have it here. Let me see ... if I can find 

it. Capti.  

>> "With the help of Templeton the rat who never did anything for -- did anything for anybody unless 

there was something in it for him. And by a wonderfully --" 

>> Yes, I just opened "Charlotte's Web" in Capti under my playlist, and it comes up with the text and it 

highlights the words and reads them as the words are highlighted. So yes, Capti Narrator does show the 

text. It just looks a little different because it puts it into, like, a playlist and you think of it as an MP3 file 

playlist. But it does show the text and will read it back. 

Any other questions? 

>> That's it. 

>> Okay. Thank you. 

>> Just so I can verify the code again -- 

>> Sure. 

>> Okay. The code is n6bks3. That's n6bks3. n6bks3. Bingo. Okay. Thank you so much, Karen. 

>> Sure. 

>> It was wonderful. 

>> And you'll want to join us for the webinar -- the 5th webinar on March 15. We're going to be talking 

about how teams can make appropriate decisions about specialized formats and reading tools and 

services and supports for students. We're going to be talking about some of the tools to help teams do 

this, the AEM explorer, the AIM Navigator, the PAR, which is the Protocol for Accommodations in 

Reading, the SETT Framework, which is Students, Environments, Tasks, and Tools, the LMA, which is the 

Learning Media Assessment, and also Pennsylvania's Guidelines for the Provision of AIM. So make sure 

you join us on March 15th for that Bookshare Webinar Number 5. 

>> Definitely. The Ides of March. Thank you. 

>> Thank you. 

>> Have a good one. 

Okay, and ... 


