
>> Our fourth improvement strategy focuses on alternative ways for students to attend school, for 
credit recovery if they fall behind or offering options for students to return to school if they've already 
dropped out.  Students drop out of school for any number of reasons.  Some reasons are within the 
students' control, and some are not.  In either case, offering alternative ways for a student to attend 
school, options other than the typical school hours or school location or offering alternative ways to 
engage in coursework may allow some students to continue and finish their education.  Alternative 
attendance strategies and alternative programming can eliminate the need to drop out, or students who 
have dropped out to return to school so they can fulfill the necessary requirements and graduate. 
 
There are many examples of districts offering alternatives to students.  Our first video comes from the 
Boston Public School District.  In this video, they discuss their credit recovery program.  This program 
serves primarily 18 to 20-year-olds who need an opportunity to return to school, complete their 
education and graduate.  The model of this program is that it's never too late to finish, and it's never too 
late to achieve your goals. 
 
Our second example of an alternative program comes from Georgia.  The Georgia credit recovery 
program is an online program that is an opportunity for students to go back and regain credit for 
courses they weren't able to complete in the past.  Credit recovery program allows students who have 
struggled with course completion an opportunity to earn credits and stay on-track for graduation, or to 
catch up with credits they've missed in the past.  Having a clear path to school completion can often be 
enough to keep a student from dropping out. 
 
Each district will need to assess their own situation to determine the best way to offer alternative 
attendance strategies and academic programming options.  There are many ways to meet the diverse 
needs of students struggling to complete school, or needing to return to school. 
 


