
>> Welcome to the first webinar of the Alternate Eligible Content 2015, 2016 fall winter series. Today, 

we we will focus our learning on examining the Alternate Eligible Content in math and English language 

arts reading across the the grades. If you are new to the Alternate Eligible Content and have not 

received any previous training or have minimal understanding of the Alternate Eligible Content, I would 

encourage you to visit our PaTTAN website at www.pattan.net and click on the Educational Initiative tab 

and open the initiative of Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities.  There on the right, you will see 

a link for previously recorded webinars. You will find all of the webinars that we recordest last year in 

regard to the Alternate Eligible Content and the essentialization process that can give you more depth 

and understanding about the Alternate Eligible Content. Let's get started. We welcome your questions 

and comments today. As this is a livestreaming webinar, we will ask that you send your questions to the 

web address on the screen and reference today's date. If you are watching this as a recorded session, 

please still send your questions in regard to the content shared today to the web address on the screen, 

and please reference today's date, the date of the webinar: 10/21/2015. We will include answers to all 

of the questions received in an FAQ posted with the recorded webinar following the session. If you are 

on the session live and in need of tech support, please refer any questions to that web address for tech 

support during the live presentation. Just a reminder of the technology considerations: We are again 

using Ustream, and most important, if you would follow my directions. The number one green arrow to 

the right of your screen will help you expand and collapse your player throughout the presentation, as 

you may need to do. If you lose the double arrows, click anywhere on the video area to unhide the 

controls. And then when you double-click on the arrow icons, it will, again, toggle to full screen and be 

on your computer. Our outcomes today: Participants will have an opportunity to examine these across-

the-grade documents and look at the connects of the Alternate Eligible Content across the grades in 

math and English language arts. I will spend some time pointing out some of the design of the 

documents that will help you explore and examine them and use them as resources, and it will also 

assist you with further examination of the documents following the presentation. We won't be able to 

look at everything, but hopefully we will highlight the biggest points that will help you read the 

documents and make them usable for you in your classrooms. We're going to identify where changes do 

and do not occur, and we will also look at aligning targets for those non-test to grades and thinking 

about those K-1, 2 and 9, 10 grade bands. We will also touch on identifying how to connect learning in 

multigrade classrooms. The Alternate Eligible Content: We're going to spend a few slides looking at 

some of the big ideas about Alternate Eligible Content to ensure that we're all on the same page as we 

proceed through the documents. The Alternate Eligible Content is academic content that is appropriate 

for students who are eligible for the Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment. Again, you can get 

more information and more in-depth information by accessing the previously recorded webinars. The 

Alternate Eligible Content aligns to grade level PA course standards. It modifies targets that are relative 

to the PSSA Eligible Content in grades three through eight by reducing the depth and breadth, meaning 

we reduce the complexity and reduce the breadth, the amount of content that is expected for students 

who are eligible for the PASA to know and be able to do. The 11th grade Alternate Eligible Content aligns 

directly into the 11th grade PA Core Standards. It does not align to the Eligible Content associated with 

the Pennsylvania Keystone Exams. The number of pieces of Alternate Eligible Content varies by grade 

and PA's Core Standard. There is no set number per piece of content. There is not a one-to-one match 

for every piece of PA Core Standard and every piece of PSSA Eligible Content. The Alternate Eligible 

Content has been written by stakeholders from across Pennsylvania, and many of you who are on this 

webinar live or recorded listening to this have been part of this process, and we thank you because the 



very thoughtful, insightful process and considerations for the content is very well-reflected. And we're 

going to be pointing out some of those pieces today. You'll see some things, some crafted 

thoughtfulness to include what I call are "wiggle words" but words such as "or" or "up to," "no more 

than," "less than." And we'll look at those as we look at the documents. The intent was to make the 

content accessible to all students eligible for the alternate assessment. And the alternate assessment, 

the Alternate Eligible Content that we will look at today in the documents represents the highest level of 

achievement or proficiency for students taking PASA. Now with that being said, we also recognize that 

students can demonstrate proficiency of the content at different levels of complexity, which is why the 

content can be adjusted through essentialization to ensure appropriateness for the variety of students 

eligible for the alternate assessment. And essentialization, we won't talk in depth about that process 

today. We will in our future webinars coming up in November and December. However, you can learn 

more about that process, again, by visiting some of our previously recorded webinars if you have not 

already had the opportunity to take part in those. And again, we want to emphasize that students 

eligible for the Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment as determined by their IEP teams will use 

the Alternate Eligible Content. So the information we're going to share in this presentation will reflect 

the content that is intended for those students who are eligible for the alternate assessment. And as a 

reminder, there are six criteria that teams need to answer to make this determination, and in addition 

to the grade-appropriateness of the test, that grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 11, does the student have a 

significant cognitive disability? Does the student require intensive instruction, extensive adaptation and 

support? Does the student require substantial modifications to the General Ed. Curriculum? And does 

the student's participation in the Gen. Ed. Curriculum differ substantially in form and substance from 

that of most other students? So these are the questions that will lead the team through an IEP process 

to determine that the Alternate Eligible Content, the reduced depth and breadth of the PA Core 

Standard is an appropriate content for students to know and be able to do. So today we're going to be 

looking at this content across the grades. We are very excited about having this available for all of you 

and your classrooms. Some of the instructional benefits to looking at this across the grades view: It's 

important to understand content that comes before and after the grades that you are teaching. My 

background as a life skills support teacher years ago, I was at the high school level. And knowing what 

content would've come before my students came to me would've been very critical in assisting me to 

design appropriate targets. That's not to say that the content is sequential or that the content needs to 

be a prerequisite and learned prior to coming to the grade that you teach but it helps you understand 

the construct of the content and as it changes across the grades. It's also important to understand these 

changes in reference to the grades before and after and also, as it happens throughout the content and 

across the different pieces within English language, arts and in math. And another instructional benefit is 

to determine the essential vocabulary. Seeing what vocabulary continues across the grades helps you to 

understand which pieces are going to be critically important for your students to know and be able to 

do. Vocabulary and reducing the complexity of the vocabulary so students can learn the concepts at 

their instructional level will be critical. Understand the foundation of change that occurs when the 

content appears the same. We're going to discuss that today. You're going to see places where the 

content remains unchanged and know that everything that you see mirrors what happens in the PA 

Core. It's going to be very important. And it also helps us when we look at this content across the 

grades, what the expectations are, not just for college and career but for community readiness. As you 

examine the Alternate Eligible Content, at times you will need to verify your understanding of some of 

the terminology. As stakeholders, and those of you who were involved in this, remember the 



conversations, it was important for alignment and important for validity and fidelity that the students 

and the language of the PA Core the Eligible Content remain consistent in the language of the Alternate 

Eligible Content. The glossaries will be very, very helpful in defining unfamiliar terms and in 

understanding the conceptual underpinnings of the content. We've introduced these resources in our 

previous webinars last year. And if you're not familiar with them, we would highly recommend that 

every teacher have a copy of these resources. These copies can be printed out but they can also be 

downloaded from, again, our PaTTAN website, educational initiatives, students with significant cognitive 

disabilities. And again, over on the right-hand side, you would go to the Pennsylvania Alternate 

Assessment. And as that page opens and you scroll down, you will see the ELA glossary and you will see 

the math glossary. These documents are extremely helpful in not just defining the vocabulary for you as 

the teacher but the way it's defined is very critically helpful, I would say, when we think about reducing 

the understanding for our students. They'll take words like "theme" and use descriptors like "big idea," 

"message." And when we think of reducing vocabulary down to Core Vocabulary that our students may 

understand, these glossaries have been very helpful. And of course, math, I love the math. It has the 

pictures to go with it as well to help understand it. And it helps myself to understand it as well as 

teachers in the field of giving great feedback to the resourcefulness of these documents as they plan 

instruction, as they plan and look at defining IEP goals and objectives in the variety of ways that we use 

the Alternate Eligible Content. The Alternate Eligible Content is available in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 11. 

But we also have many teachers who are teaching out in our grades K, 1, 2. And we have the grades 9, 

10 and 12 that where students may be assigned. When examining the learning targets in grades 

kindergarten, first and second, we recognized, an IEP team has not yet made a determination in regard 

to the pathway the student will take regarding assessment. To make the most informed decision, it will 

be important for the teacher to be familiar with the kindergarten, first and second grade PA Core 

standards. We know we'll be reviewing and discussing grades 3, 8 and 11 today. So if you are a teacher 

at the grade kindergarten, first, second level, pay attention to the expectations at the third grade level 

within the Alternate Eligible Content. You can also pull up the Alternate Eligible Content document in 

third grade. And in the third grade document, you will see the outline of the PA Core Standards to which 

they're aligned and the anchors and the anchor descriptors and the eligible content. And as you look 

across the grades and see how this is aligned to what you're already teaching, aligned to the PA Core 

Standards, it will help you answer some questions in regard to how much modification am I making to 

this content? What are my students' performance data showing me? All of this will provide you 

information to assist you as you make instructional decisions. And the students' current performance 

data in regard to the content will drive the goals and targets. Having all of that information in front of 

you will be very important when you sit down for that grade 3 IEP team meeting and come to that 

decision making around the path the student will follow. So let's take a look at some kindergarten, first 

and second grade Standards and where you can find them if you're not already familiar. In grades 

kindergarten, first and second grade, where you would go to find this information is on Pennsylvania's 

website for their Standards Aligned System is their, as we call the SAS Portal. And you can locate it at the 

web address that's on the screen. When you get to that web address and the home page opens up, you 

will have a choice of clicking on standards either across the top of the blue margin where you see 

Standards, Assessment, Curriculum, Framework. You would click on Standards. Or there are six bubbles 

with the bubble inside of it. And you can click on this bubble that says, "Standards." When you open that 

up, you will come to a screen that looks similar to what I have. And I have clicked on the tab, PA Core 

Standards. When that opens up, you will see your PA Core Standards to the right. I would suggest you 



sign up to the PDE SAS Portal if you have not already done that to ensure you can have access to all the 

resources. It's free. And this will also give you the opportunity to take a closer look at your PA Core, 

grades K, 1, 2 standards. So let's take a closer look at the English Language Arts and we're going to look 

at informational text. When you open up the English Language Arts pre-K through 5 standards, you're 

going to see first 1.1, which is foundational skills. And then you would move on to 1.2, reading 

informational text and 1.3 follows this, which is reading literature. Reading informational text and 

reading literature are the content areas under English Language Arts reading that contain Alternate 

Eligible Content. So in this particular view, what you're going to see is your K, 1, 2 standards as they are 

outlined in regard to the PA Core Standards. Here's a view, a screenshot of math, numbers and 

operations strand. As a kindergarten, first, second grade teacher, I would be reviewing the expectations 

based on my students' assigned grade in kindergarten, first or second grade. And then as we examine 

the Alternate Eligible Content, it will be helpful to keep an eye on those third grade modified 

expectations throughout this presentation. In grades 9, 10 and 12, you know as we teach students 

nearing the end of their school career and preparing for their exit to college, career and community 

readiness, we recognize that there only appears content at grade 11, which is where that final snapshot 

through our alternate assessment occurs. To be best informed in regard to the skills and knowledge that 

are represented within the Alternate Eligible Content, teachers in grade 9 and 10 and 11 should be 

checking out the Alternate Eligible Content in grades 8 and 11, respectively. Same thing for grade 12, 

since the stakeholders who participated in those grade 11 and high school groups that prioritize the 

Alternate Eligible Content were so thoughtful at what was truly needed for students to be successful 

once they left school and thinking about independence and shaping a student towards their post-

secondary outcomes. So those 11th grade Alternate Eligible Content pieces are critical pieces of content 

to be considered as part of the transition planning discussions. So Alternate Eligible Content Across the 

Grades: Let's take a look at English Language Arts and Reading. Again, reminder: We're using two 

different kinds of text, literature and informational text. Some of the big ideas and connections for us as 

we enter into looking at these documents: We're going to take a look at content that occurs before and 

after targeted grade levels. We're crossed several grade levels if you're a multi-grade classroom. We're 

going to consider text appropriateness and the complexity of content across the grades. We're not 

looking for grade level text. But we are looking for grade appropriate text and complexity of the content 

across grades. Vocabulary and language expectations: We're going to look at how we connect pieces of 

Alternate Eligible Content with vocabulary and language content.  We're going to think about the intent 

of learning for college, career and community readiness. And we want you to keep in mind that the 

content mirrors subtle changes in the alignment with the PA Core Standards. You should've downloaded 

as part of the presentation today handouts that will reference these documents. these are the 

documents that will be posted on our PaTTAN website. These are the documents we'll be using for the 

remainder of the presentation today. And the way it's set up in our presentation is that we have taken 

the subsets in English Language Arts and Reading around literature and informational texts. There are 

four of them, there are key ideas and details. There's is craft and structure, integration of knowledge 

and ideas and vocabulary acquisition and use. And what we're going to do is we examine these pieces of 

across the grade. We're going to look at key ideas and details with literature. And then we're going to 

look at it with informational text. So you can see a comparison between the two pieces of text that are 

expected to be used in classrooms. And so we'll look at it through the lens of these four subsets of the 

English Language Arts and Reading Standards and Alternate  Eligible Content. So Key Ideas and Details in 

Literature: Much of English Language Arts and Reading remains constant across the grades. So to assist 



with understanding the changes or gradients of the content, we have highlighted using green. And so 

you're going to see where there's the small changes will be in green from grade to grade. Some content, 

rarely, very rarely in English Language Arts only appears once. So for example, in third grade, you're 

going to see this Ask a Question About the Text. So it's very important to the stakeholders, and so it 

remained. But it also mirrors our PA Core and our Eligible Content. Only place it exists is in grade 3. And 

they felt it very, very important to keep that as part of the content. You're going to see some things like 

Answer Literal Question at the top row across. You're going to see that that continues across the grades. 

There is no changes introduced in 3rd grade and continues through 11th grade. What does happen 

though is we would anticipate the complexity of the grade-appropriate content will be changing across 

the grades. Inferential questioning is introduced in fourth grade and begins in fourth grade and, again, 

goes across the grades. Again, the complexity of those inferential questions should look different as we 

go up through the higher grades because the grade-appropriate content has a different complexity of it 

than what we would be anticipating in grades three and four. Something else I'd like to point out in this 

particular document, you'll see down at the bottom characters, identify characters and what they do 

during events in the story. Characters are developed through fifth grade, and then it gains complexity in 

grade six by adding elements. Here's key ideas and details with informational text. It's the same focus 

area of key ideas and details but it's just within a different kind of text. And if you need more 

information on the text, again, I'm going to reference you back to our webinars from last year. We did 

one webinar just on English Language Arts and Reading, talked about the different kinds of text. But 

informational texts is just what it says: information, textbooks, newspapers, magazines, recipes, 

directions, manuals. As a classroom teacher, you should be addressing both kinds of text with your 

instruction. Same considerations with the literal and inferential questions. You see inferential is 

introduced in fourth grade, and it mirrors the PA Core and the expectations across the grades for any 

student in Pennsylvania. Let's take a look at some increment changes. The arrow is pointing and showing 

you in third grade, we identify the main idea or central idea of a text. And then in fifth grade, it remains 

the same but in fifth grade we up the ante of what students need to know and do by asking them to use 

key details and evidence from the text. And then in seventh grade, you see it changes again just slightly, 

thinking about two main ideas. And eight grade, goes up again using two or more key details or 

evidence. And then again in 11th grade, we're looking at two main ideas using key details and evidence 

from the text. So it brings it all together. So as you can see, and you'll have time to examine this on your 

own or in a group at your school, and look at how that content does shift ever so much across the 

grades. Now let's take a look at Craft and Structure. We're going to start first with Literature. And in 

Craft and Structure in Literature, notice how grades three through eight, we build the concept of point 

of view. You will also see some specific content in this particular area of Craft and Structure in regard to 

vocabulary and word choice. But rather than just understanding meaning of words, it asks students to 

go just a little bit deeper to examine how the word impacts what the text is saying. And we can also 

translate that and think about how important word choice impacts our sentences and what we say and 

what we hear. Let's look at Craft and Structure within informational text. So within informational text, 

again, they're looking at point of view, and they take that through the grades all the way up into 

identifying author's point of view within informational text and giving one or more examples to illustrate 

this view, which is a little bit different when you think about editorials or people trying to convince you 

of something in an informational text, it's going to be a little different than who's telling the story. We 

also want to point out that in informational text, you're going to have an opportunity to work with 

students to think about things such as text features, which are like glossaries, table of contents, thinking 



about chapter headings, pictures, ways to find information within a text. And then it moves into text 

structure in fourth grade where we start thinking about, "How is the text organized, the sequence, the 

question-answer, cause and effect?" Again, word choice and how it determines meaning is brought into 

this particular piece of content as well with Craft and Structure. And then it ends in 11th grade with 

teachers looking at persuasiveness of the intent of the author. Let's move into literature in integration of 

knowledge and ideas. This is just one strand across. In this small group of Alternate Eligible Content, the 

focus remains, and this is an example of the wiggle word, similarity or differences between two pieces of 

text. And text can be the whole story, it can be a paragraph, it can be a sentence by the same author. 

And then it moves into two pieces of text about one topic. And you can see how it progresses through 

the grades. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas with Information Text. So let's think about the big ideas 

on this document. We'll examine the building of what students need to know and do in regard to 

learning about understanding argument and claim. What a great life skill. Right below, starting in sixth 

grade, you see they need to determine evidence. And they start thing about supporting arguments or 

claims using evidence. But first, they have to start with thinking about, "What is evidence?" Is 

determinative evidence is a fact or an opinion? Again, a great life skill. Standing alone in 11th grade, 

another example of the thoughtfulness of the stakeholders was to include a specific piece of content 

relating to informational material that promotes independence. Then we move into Vocabulary 

Acquisition and Use. And with literature and with informational text, you're going to see that this looks 

very constant across the grades. And it is reflected exactly mirror image to the change that you'll see in 

Eligible Content and the PA Core Standards for any student in Pennsylvania. What is reduced here is the 

reduced depth and breadth of the amount and the focus of vocabulary acquisition and use. The focus is 

on context using root words and relationships between words. Figurative language is often found in 

literature. And again, we have another unique, stand-alone piece of content in 11th grade in regard to 

general academic and career-related words and phrases. Vocabulary Acquisition and Use in 

Informational Text, again, looks very similar. Focus on context, root words and relationships between 

words. Again, using wiggle words, if you see, "Use root word or affix," depending on the complexity of 

the concept and the student's current instructional levels. Again, there is a stand-alone piece of content 

within 11th grade, and this is related to determining the meaning of general academic and domain-

specific words or phrases related to a text. So that is English Language Arts. And now we're going to take 

a look at math. Our strands in math are numbers and operations, algebra, geometry, and measurement 

and data analysis. The strands are important to keep in mind because they do help us interpret the 

Alternate Eligible Content. The Math Big Ideas: Math is connected very uniquely. It's not as linear as the 

English Language Arts that we just reviewed. Math is arranged differently. It's more like a web as 

content from different strands connect across each other. So to assist you with making sense of math 

content across the grades, for our math across the grades, we have broken the content into categories 

that best will assist you with organizing the across the grades content. So they're in smaller conceptual 

units. We'll still be relating to the content areas of numbers and operations, algebra, geometry, and 

measurement, data and analysis. But as the content crosses, it has been placed within a common 

category. We want to remind you that digits and numbers are typically the most abstract piece of math, 

the most abstract way to manipulate math concepts. So providing different ways to represent numerical 

amounts that are familiar to students that make sense is going to be critically important to assist our 

students to demonstrate conceptual knowledge of the mathematical Alternate Eligible Content. 

Vocabulary and language is also critically important within math. So again, we would strongly 

recommend that you use the math glossary to dig into the conceptual meaning of some of the 



vocabulary. It will really assist you with breaking the concepts down to core vocabulary and also assist 

you to make sense and think about the instructional path to teach these concepts. You're going to find 

that fluency and number facts and computation with a calculator is not a focus of the Alternate Eligible 

Content. It doesn't preclude students from using calculators or being fluent with number facts. They 

assist the student to demonstrate their knowledge of the mathematical concepts. Making meaningful 

application and problem solving with math is really the focus. Conceptual understanding, I really love 

thinking about it this way. It's really that everlasting understanding for all students. It's the 

understanding of math concepts that they will remember 10 years after they leave your classroom as 

opposed to just regurgitation of facts. So let's take a look at our first piece of math: Numbers and 

Operations. And in Numbers and Operations, this has been set up as Number Sets Single Numbers. And 

you can take a look at this content. Most pieces of this content are related specifically to demonstrating 

understanding of numbers. And it ends by grade six. There is not a whole lot in the upper grades. 

Remember the web. It doesn't mean that this skill knowledge is not applicable across other areas or the 

students aren't going to use this information in application in upper grades. So you see a lot of place 

value here. It's really a lot of basic information in regard to Number Sets and Single Numbers. It's 

important to note that integers are introduced in sixth grade. And integers include negative numbers. 

And thinking about specific integers in real-world context and the importance of students to understand 

that, we can think about thermometers. We can think about checkbook balances and positives and 

negatives. We can think about sea level, if that's something that we can teach to our students but 

understanding zero is an incredibly important concept around Number Sets and Single Numbers. And 

then under Numbers and Operations, there's also Fractions, and you see that that content is very heavy 

in third and fourth grade. And most of the majority of fraction instruction is intended to occur in third 

and fourth grade. And application really appears to occur in the secondary level with lots of real-life 

situations. So if we think about in sixth grade, we see first of all calculated percent of quantity at a rate 

per 100 and solve a one-step real-world problem given the unit rate. So we think about, as a consumer, 

how important it is that to students. Or in seventh grade, we move it to find the unit rate in a real-world 

problem. So there are applications to the work as we move into the secondary level. Numbers and 

Operations: Operations with Two Numbers. So when we think about this particular subset of math, this 

set of content is probably one of the most familiar to many of us. And many of you who are on this 

webinar or listening to this webinar can reflect a lot of the current knowledge and learning that our 

students are doing in the classroom. However, here's where we're going to challenge you to examine 

this content at the conceptual level to see how is this meaningful for all students. Notice the wiggle 

words in here. And this really is a testament to the thoughtfulness and the really hard work of those of 

you and those of the stakeholders, your colleagues. If you didn't participate, these are your colleagues 

from classrooms just like yours who made these decisions. So we look at words like, "Any of the four 

operations up to three-digit whole numbers." We look at the plausibility of results from addition or 

subtraction. Add or subtract whole numbers with sums and differences less than 1,000. So it gives lots of 

latitude. Add or subtract. Demonstrate understanding of subtraction with small sets. So that gives a lot 

of room based upon the student's current instructional levels of setting targets that can still 

demonstrate the student's ability to demonstrate their ability to actually show that they can be 

proficient at different levels of complexity. So complexity across the grade grows  by types of numbers 

and answers, like fractions, positive, negative numbers, determining reasonable solutions that the 

student is asked to manipulate. There is no mandate on the size of the numbers. Larger numbers, digits, 

does not increase complexity of the concept. We don't want to hold students back who are working with 



larger numbers. But at the same time, we want students to be able to demonstrate proficiency within 

their current instructional levels. We're not necessarily teaching larger numbers here. We're teaching 

the concept of how to manipulate the numbers. In grade four, we're adding and subtracting. What I 

want to demonstrate here, I want you to look at the way the content -- sometimes you see two boxes 

that lead into one box. If you look at grade 3 and you see, "Demonstrated understanding of addition 

with small sets, demonstrating understanding subtraction with small sets." And those two box lead into 

a larger box: Add or subtract whole numbers with differences and sums less than 1,000. That was done 

intentionally so you can see how the content lends itself into another piece of content. Down towards 

the bottom you see in fourth grade, demonstrate, the second column over, demonstrate understanding 

of multiplication or division with smalls sets leads into two pieces of content in fifth grade: Multiply 

single-digit whole numbers, multiply a fraction by a whole number less than 10. So you can see this is 

the design of the chart to assist you with making connections across grades. And there's where it's 

intentionally blank, you see in grades 8 and 11. There's the definition of why it is intentionally blank. And 

in this case it's because grade level standards no long focus on performing operations on only two digits. 

However, operations are applied through the use of expression, equations, functions, data and other 

grade level content that we'll see in some of the other math documents. So it doesn't mean you stop 

using those. It just means they're applied elsewhere. And we're hoping that these kind of statements 

will help lead you to start cross-referencing your other documents. Numbers and Operations: 

Applications of Operations with Two Numbers. All items in this set involve application. It doesn't mean 

you can't generalize learning of other skills to real-life application. As teachers, that's what we do. We 

teach skills. And then we teach how to generalize it across lots of different settings. But the intent of 

these pieces of content are all around real-world application. This first set that I clicked upon builds from 

a one-step problem to one or more -- if you notice in grade four it moves to one or more steps, wiggle 

word, using addition or subtraction. This can be accomplished with or without using digits. You don't 

have to use digits. You can use visual models or rays. In fourth grade, we have, "Use a model to solve a 

real-world multiplication problem." And then we know that in fifth grade it goes up to illustrating 

concept of division using fair and equal shares, which is kind of the reverse operation of the 

multiplication application. And then we go into seventh grade using percentages where that is 

introduced. Number Patterns, big ideas here: Specific content regarding patterns occurs up to grade six. 

And remember, numeric patterns doesn't always necessarily mean numbers. Patterns can be sets of 

numbers, sets of items, sets of colors. So we have to keep that in mind when we think about reducing 

complexity. Again, you can see in grade five you have those three smaller boxes that lend itself into the 

one piece of content in grade six that floats across all three of extending numeric patterns, generating a 

pattern that follows one or more rules, and identifying a pattern in change and place value when a 

number up to 99 is multiplied by powers of 10, all lead into identifying multiples for numbers 5, 10, 25 

or 100. In Expressions, Equations and Functions, we're, again, in Algebra, we're going to demonstrate 

that the content on this chart is an extension of the content with addition and subtraction we saw in 

previous sets of content. Do you remember we just saw that a couple subsets ago. And it builds on skills 

that have been taught at some conceptual level. So thinking about how the student demonstrated 

proficiency with addition and subtraction will also lend itself when we think about instruction when 

we're solving a one-step real-world problem. And so when you're solving for something that's missing, 

how did the student demonstrate proficiency with these concepts at an earlier stage of learning? Data 

and collection of the progress monitoring and student work samples will be a wonderful resource across 

the grades. So, teachers, you know stick those in the IEP. Take great data and demonstrate how that 



student showed what they knew. So we move into the secondary levels. Application and problem 

solving will be key. And the stakeholders very specifically lent themselves to that application in the 

secondary levels. Here's another example how two pieces of content in fourth grade connect to the one 

piece in fifth grade. Classifying two-dimensional shapes based on attributes, recognizing a line of 

symmetry in a two-dimensional figure leans into identifying a two-dimensional figure with specific 

attributes. So there are places. Look for this across these documents in math. Here's another example of 

two pieces in third grade that connect into fourth grade. There are two pieces in sixth grade that 

connect into one piece in seventh grade. So this we anticipate to be extremely helpful as you're planning 

instruction. Measurement, Data and Statistics: This content follows the path of Eligible Content and the 

PA Core. So where you see in third grade telling time to the hour and half hour, identifying and using 

appropriate measurement tools, using a ruler and measure to the nearest inch, using counting money as 

it appears in grade three with Eligible Content and the PA Core. When we think about these skills in 

which we have typically thought about these skills in relation to students with the most significant 

cognitive disabilities, we tend to see this instruction across the grades. And it's not to say that cannot 

take place. There is the content that you see on this page where we look at grade four, identifying the 

appropriate unit of measurement, okay? So now we're digging a little deeper. We're not just looking at 

the tool, which if I was teaching grade four or I was in grade 3, 4, 5 in my classroom, I now know I'm 

going a little bit deeper than just saying, "Thats measuring cup." I might be setting up targets so my 

students now have a situation where we have to measure and their choices are going to be: we need to 

get water for the lemonade. What could this look like? What unit of measurement are you going to need 

to use? And they may have a choice between a teaspoon, a tablespoon, a measuring cup and something 

else. They have to determine what's the unit of measurement that they're going to use as opposed to 

just saying, "I need to use a measuring cup." So we're going to take a little bit deeper across the content 

but still applying all of those skills that we're learning in regard to time and measurement and money, 

things that we find on students' IEP goals and objectives. We then, by the time we get to 11th grade, 

and again, the stakeholders very thoughtful, everything was ensured to be solved within a real-world 

problem. And do you notice the difference in 11th grade? Determine the necessary units and solve a 

real-world problem as opposed to the appropriate. So, how do we determine what's necessary to use? 

Students who are going to make some decisions that are going to impact their independence. 

Measurement, Data and Statistics: Looking at Building Data Displays. The emphasis begins in grades 

three and four where students begin collecting data, collecting information. Again, we're going to see 

examples of where we see two pieces of content lead into one. And then there's even multiple pieces of 

content that continue to lead into other content. So you see graphing an ordered pair leads into locating 

positive and negative numbers on a number line. Identifying the opposite of the number on the number 

line, which then leads into identifying the difference between toward numbers on the number line. So 

manipulating it in different ways. Again, all the more reason to be aware of what's happening in the 

grades around the grades that you are assigned. The content again mirrors the pattern across grades for 

Eligible Content as well as the priorities of the stakeholders who determined the content. Measurement, 

Data and Statistics: Using Data Displays. So this content focuses on interpretation, very important. It's 

very important if I'm going to be independent and I need to read my electric bill and my electric bill has 

a little graph on it that tells me how much electricity I'm using every month. Very, very important, and 

I'm sure many of you already use that example in your classrooms. So again, thinking about the 

relationship and conclusions about data is going to be very important across the grades. and the 

emphasis is in the secondary level. The content in regard to interpretation is not introduced until fourth 



grade. So it's important to recognize that as well. So we have just taken what I would conclude to be a 

whirlwind tour through the Across the Grade documents. These documents incorporate all the pieces of 

content that are found in the grade level documents that you have previously looked at in regard to the 

Alternate Eligible Content. So this is just a different view, a different lens, a different way to understand 

and interpret the Alternate Eligible Content. We anticipate to continue that learning for you with our 

upcoming webinars in this Fall/Winter series around the Alternate Eligible Content. In November, we're 

going to once again be looking at English Language Arts and Reading exclusively. And we will be 

providing lots of samples in regard to the essentialization process. What does it look like to see a piece 

of Alternate Eligible Content? Examine what would it look like if a student demonstrated mastery and 

proficiency at the level that the Alternate Eligible Content is written. And then what does that look like 

as we reduce complexity to a mid-level, to a least complex level. And we're going to give you examples. 

We're not going to focus as much on the essentialization process. We'll give a quick overview at the 

beginning. But then we're going to dig right in to look at samples of that. And these samples are going to 

be available. And we're going to continue to build on those samples for you as teachers across 

Pennsylvania. December will be devoted entirely to math. What does this look like essentialized across 

the different strands and across the different grade levels? So we'll give you more samples to be able to 

view. And we're going to encourage teachers. And we'll be reaching out to some of you through our 

volunteer process to get some of your sample essentialization, some of the things you've been working 

on since we last had our series last year. And I know many of you out there have been working in your 

classrooms and essentializing the content. So we'll be inviting you to send your samples to us as well. 

And then in January, we're going to dig deep into defining expectations and intent. What is the 

conceptual learning? What is it that students -- we want students to retain, hold onto and be able to be 

using 10 years after they leave our classroom, 20 years after they're leaving our classrooms so that 

they're productive, independent citizens in our country and in living and that their quality of life, their 

control of their life is impacted by what they've learned in the classroom. So each webinar will be 1 

hour. And each addresses these topics. So we invite you to come back. Communication: If you're not 

already part of our listserv for teachers, administering the PASA or any others who, even if you aren't 

administering the PASA but you're interested in being part and getting the most up-to-date information 

around the Alternate Eligible Content, we would encourage you to join and be part of this process with 

us. The listserv can be signed up for, then go to our PaTTAN website under Students with Significant 

Cognitive Disabilities. You will see to the right Listserv/Volunteer. You'll get the most up-to-date 

information and any other trainings that we have available. You will also have an opportunity to sign up 

to be a volunteer to provide us input, give us your essentialization samples, come present with me, lots 

of opportunities to design resources, to review some new past items, to give input back to the PASA 

design team. So we're looking for volunteers. Please sign up. We will ask you. If you're not available, 

that's okay. We don't give up. We will ask again. And we will continue asking and hopefully you'll get a 

chance to volunteer with us. These were our goals today, to expose you, to give you a chance to 

examine those across the grade documents and how they can connect to the instruction that's going on 

in your classroom. We thank you very much for being part of our webinar today. If you joined us live, 

thank you. If you've joined us through a recording, we also thank you and thank you for your continued 

input with the Alternate Eligible Content as we continue to move forward with what students need to 

know and be able to do who are eligible for our alternate assessment. Any questions, you can contact 

Dr. Machella, myself or Audrey Kappel or your local PaTTAN or IU representatives in regard to the 

Alternate Eligible Content. Thank you very much and have a great day. 


