
>> The ITTI stands for Interdisciplinary Transition Team Initiative.  It’s actually a multi-state collaborative, 

so that Pennsylvania, in addition to several other states, have combined resources to address transition 

planning processes that will focus specifically to students who are deaf-blind. 

>> And I felt that those meetings where the parents were probably the best part of the whole thing is 

just having that opportunity to have mom there, saying, “This is what I’m looking for, for my daughter, 

and this is what I am thinking that we could be doing,” and, “This is what I want,” and giving us guidance 

as to how we can help her facilitate the different job exploration, and things like that.  So that was the 

best part, was just having those conversations, having that opportunity to have those conversations 

with the parent. 

>> Great! 

>> The process that the team I worked with went through was very systematic, first looking at the 

Person-Centered Planning program that was already in place, and looking for any areas to either 

increase the supports that have currently been identified, or to look for areas where there might have 

been some voids or holes in the overall programming to meet the student’s transition needs.  From 

there, they were very systematic from the team’s perspective to pull in a host of professionals to make 

sure that we were looking as comprehensively at the student’s needs as we could.  From that, the 

identification was really narrowed on his safety and travel; not being an independent traveler, but what 

are the kind of supports that we need to safeguard himself as well as those who are in support of him, 

as well as his communication needs, were two of the biggest priorities that we identified. 

>> We developed a long-term plan for our student that incorporated her interests and brought together 

all aspects of her life, including employment opportunities, as well as leisure experiences that are 

important to her, just a very comprehensive process. 

Again, this has been an incredible experience.  It was my first time, really, in this type of comprehensive 

involvement, and having the other agencies involved is absolutely critical.  It gives enough time to 

consider what are still some needs in terms of making those transitions to the adult service agencies, 

identifying potential barriers, and overcoming those barriers through adequate planning.  It has been 

exceptional, the support that’s come from PaTTAN has made this process a very, very comfortable 

process to go through, and I highly recommend it. 


