
>> Okay, welcome.  I’m going to talk to you today a little bit about the Pennsylvania Department of Drug 

and Alcohol Programs, who we actually are and the types of services and items we have to offer. 

First of all, who are we?  Every single state and territory in the U.S. has what is known, or called, a Single 

State Authority.  And basically, what that is, is an agency within each state who receives federal funding 

from SAMHSA, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, to administer and provide 

drug and alcohol services to residents that primarily live within that state or territory.  As a Single State 

Authority, we also receive state funds; there’s dollars that are set aside within the state budget which 

also is put towards helping those Single State Authorities provide drug and alcohol services.  Combined, 

that money is then funneled down to what we refer to as 47 Single County Authorities, and those 47 

Single County Authorities, which we refer to as SCAs, are across all 67 counties within the State of 

Pennsylvania.  The Department of Drug and Alcohol Services contracts with county-level grantees called 

Single County Authorities, or SCAs as we’re calling them.  These SCAs receive state and federal dollars to 

identify needs, planned services to meet needs, and implement delivery of drug and alcohol services at 

the local level. 

What do these Single County Authorities actually do?  The Pennsylvania Department of Drug and 

Alcohol Programs and its contracted SCAs serve all residents of the Commonwealth with a mission to 

engage, coordinate and lead Pennsylvania’s effort to prevent and reduce drug and alcohol and gambling 

addiction and abuse, and to promote recovery, thereby reducing the human and economic impact of the 

disease.  So basically, what we do is, we provide, once again, drug and alcohol services to any resident or 

individual who resides in the State of Pennsylvania. 

What service types are delivered?  SCAs provide a variety of different services.  They provide and 

contract for school or community-based prevention education, intervention, case management, 

treatment and recovery support services to prevent, reduce or treat drug and alcohol abuse and 

dependency.  How does our programming connect with school age adolescents and young adults?  One 

of the requirements that we have for our contracted Single County Authorities is that every SCA is 

required to have what is known as a liaison that participates on the SAP core teams in all the school 

districts across the State of Pennsylvania.  Those liaisons work with the core teams in helping to address 

and deal with individuals who might be experiencing some type of substance abuse-related situation. 

Drug and alcohol problems present unique and complex challenges for individuals, communities, states 

and the nation.  In order to best meet these challenges, our Department works in partnership with 

several other state agencies and stakeholder organizations to address the issues of substance abuse, 

addition and problem gambling.  As I stated earlier, every Single County Authority has, and is required to 

have, liaisons, as well as prevention specialists who work with the school officials and the Student 

Assistance Programs and their core teams to identify and assess student needs, as well as offer 

specialized educational programs or referrals for substance abuse treatment to address those needs.  So 

basically, these liaisons and prevention specialists who work for the Single County Authorities and their 

providers have the ability to go into the school districts, work with school personnel, teachers, 

administrators as well as any other individual to help offer drug and alcohol services to the students 



within those school districts who need special attention and need assistance to help with whatever drug 

and alcohol situation they’re dealing with. 

How do you contact one of our SCAs?  Well, it’s actually quite simple.  If you visit our Website, which is 

www.ddap.pa.gov, DDAP stands for the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs, if you visit our 

Website, you’ll see that there is a logon icon, as well as we have an app now that we’ve produced called, 

“Get Help Now.”  If you click on either one of those, it will take you to an area that basically explains the 

process for how to contact a drug and alcohol service provider, or one of our SCAs.  If you click on the 

icon in the drop-down column on the left, you’re going to get the page you see here.  If you click on the 

box that has the mobile app photo, it’s going to take you directly to this page here at our Website, which 

is referred to as our “Get Help Now” mobile app.  To find or locate a particular SCA within the county or 

school district in which you’re working in, you simply go to and click on the middle icon there that says, 

“Care Provider Search,” and when you click on that, it’s going to take you to this page, which will enable 

you to locate a Single County Authority, as well as the providers that they contract with within their area 

and region.  You can simply either enter the zip code of where your school district is located, or you can 

search by county.  Either way will provide you with a listing of the addresses for the Single County 

Authorities within the area that you’re working and living in. 

How do our programs relate to RENEW?  SCAs can provide help and support for those working with 

RENEW clients who are dealing with substance abuse, problem gambling or related issues.  So basically, 

how our SCAs and the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs can help RENEW is by being able to 

provide the expertise, the knowledge, the support, the resources that are needed to help deal with the 

students that you may be working with who might be experiencing some type of substance-related 

problem, as well as, let’s say, for example, it may not be necessarily the student that you’re working 

with.  You may be encountering or experiencing some type of substance-related problem, but it could 

be a family member or a friend, something along those lines, that are impacting the student.  Our SCAs 

have the ability and the resource to also offer assistance and help to those individuals as well. 

The nice thing about our prevention and educational services that our Single County Authorities provide 

is that those services pretty much are available and are offered free of charge or at a minimal cost, 

pending the SCAs have the available funding to be able to provide those services for the school districts.  

Treatment services – if somebody is in need of treatment after our Single County Authorities and their 

staff come in, they’ll do a screening, provide an assessment and based on that information, if they feel 

that the individual is in need of some type of treatment services, the cost for those treatment services 

usually can be provided and covered through the medical assistance through the insurance that the 

individual has.  If they simply turn over the back of the insurance card, the insurance card has contact 

information on the back which they can call, and explains a lot of the insurance and medical coverage 

that is available for them.  If an individual does not have health insurance, our SCA offices can help 

assess the person for a substance abuse problem and walk them through their treatment options.  So 

there are resources and things out there to help any individual who might be experiencing some type of 

drug and alcohol problem. 



So I know that was kind of short, but hopefully it was information that will be able to be useful for you, 

and you’re working with your RENEW students as well as their individual families and friends.  And if you 

need additional information about the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs and the resources 

that we have to offer and provide, please feel free to visit our Website, once again at www.ddap.pa.gov, 

or you can call our office here, area code 717, 783-8200, and someone here will be able to help you and 

direct you to the Single County Authority which would best meet your needs and be able to assist you. 

Thank you! 


