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PaTTAN’s Mission 

The Pennsylvania Training and 

Technical Assistance Network is 

an initiative of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education working 

in partnership with families and 

local education agencies to 

support programs and services to 

improve student learning and 

achievement. 



PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment 

(LRE) 

Our goal for each child is to 

ensure IEP teams begin with the 

general education setting with the 

use of supplementary aids and 

services before considering a 

more restrictive environment. 



Agenda 

• Welcome, Introductions 

• Why Intensive Interagency? 

• Homebound/ICITH 

• Intensive Interagency reporting forms 

• Facilitating interagency team meetings 

• Phone list 

• Website 

• Resources  



Cordero v. Commonwealth 

Resolution of this class action suit led to role of Interagency 

Coordination at PaTTAN and Intermediate Units, as well as 

monitoring of students with disabilities placed on Homebound and 

Instruction Conducted within the Home. (1992) 



The Cordero Case 

 

•  Class was defined as PA children with 

disabilities: 

– School districts have determined that they cannot 

currently be appropriately educated in a public 

educational setting, and;  

– Have been waiting for more than thirty days for 

an appropriate placement.  

Note:  Many of these children were placed in 

inappropriate homebound instruction, pending a 

search for an appropriate, often residential, 

placement.  

 

 

 



Remedy Directed by the Court 

• Outcomes:   

– Existence of a sufficient array of placement 
options, with 

– State-level oversight such that appropriate 
placements made promptly   

• How outcome would be achieved: 

– Replicating and creating new programs 

– TA and training 

– Interagency collaboration(State, Regional & 
Local) 

– Identification of class members and gaps in 
continuum of placements 

 

 



 Identification of Class Members – PA Children with 

Disabilities  

Active  

 school district has 
determined that they 
cannot currently be 
appropriately educated 
in a public educational 
setting and  

 have been waiting for 
more than 30 days for 
the provision of an 
appropriate educational 
placement. 
 

At-Risk 

• all children who are in 

substantial jeopardy of 

becoming active 

students  

 



Who is “At Risk”? 



Intensive Interagency Reporting 

• The BEC on Intensive Interagency 

Coordination provides specific guidance 

on identifying and reporting students who 

are “at risk” or “active” with regard to 

needing intensive interagency 

• Let’s highlight a few important pieces of 

information from the BEC and the Initial 

Report form.   



Role of the Interagency Coordinator 

• Facilitates interagency problem-solving 
teams in the member school districts and 
charter schools to support and assist in 
the design and delivery of coordinated 
services to individual school-aged children 
and their families. 

• Act as a liaison among educational 
entities, community agencies and families 
in providing assistance in planning and 
managing the interagency process. 



Guiding questions for LEA 

Discussions 

• Does your school/district have a 
prescribed set of practices to guide teams 
in addressing students who are at risk of 
losing their educational placement?   
 

• Do the practices support timely & effective intervention? 

• Do the practices support the formulation of a plan that is 
communicated to all relevant parties? 

• Do the practices support timely follow up and ongoing 
communication? 

• Do the practices support monitoring and revisions as 
necessary? 

 



Cordero v. Commonwealth 

Resolution of this class action suit led to role of Interagency 

Coordination at PaTTAN and Intermediate Units, as well as 

monitoring of students with disabilities placed on Homebound 

and Instruction Conducted within the Home. (1992) 



Review PaTTAN Publication 

• Take a few minutes to review the 

PaTTAN Publication about Homebound 

and Instruction Conducted in the home.  

• What is one fact you knew already?  

• What is a mistake or concern you hear 

from LEAs that is addressed?  

  



Reporting Protocol: 

• The PENN*LINK is titled: 

   SUBJECT:  Special Education Students 

Receiving Homebound Instruction or 

Instruction Conducted in the Home 

  

• LEAs must submit both the initial and the 

follow-up reports  electronically via the 

Special Education Students at Home 

website 

at:  http//www.leaderservices.com/seshom

e  

 

 

 



PROCEDURES FOR INITIAL REPORTING  

• LEAs use their administrative unit number 

(AUN) as the user name to log into the 

website.   

• The LEA’s password is identical to the one 

used to log into the Compliance Monitoring 

System 

at:  https://apps.leaderservices.com/_pde_comp_mon/ 

• Instructions are listed on the page.   



SES@Home website 



BSE/PaTTAN Review 

• Cases/Situations where:  

– IEP team has agreed on a placement but 

there are barriers to getting the student into 

the placement.   

– Accessing Interagency Supports might 

prevent future challenges with program or 

placement.  

• Behavioral Health Needs 

• Complex Health Needs 

• Other unique challenges 

 



Homebound Instruction  

• NOT a special education placement 

• Excusal from compulsory education for 

any student  

• Temporary medical or other urgent 

circumstances 

• Should be limited to 3 months 



Homebound Instruction - Example 

Begin Date:  10/1/2013 

Anticipated Length of Placement(End Date):  1/3/2013 

Brief Explanation…:   Broken leg and cannot bear weight 

Extended Anticipated Length of Placement:   

 

 

What other reasons do you frequently 

see for students being placed on 

homebound? Take 2 minutes to generate 

a list. 



Homebound Instruction - Example 

Begin Date:  9/26/2013 

Anticipated Length of Placement(End Date):  

11/21/2013 

Brief Explanation…:  Complicated medical history, recent 

serious surgeries 

Extended Anticipated Length of Placement: 3/15/2014 

 

• What questions or concerns would you 

have?  

• What steps might you recommend the 

LEA take?  



Homebound Instruction - Example 

Begin Date:  12/9/2013 

Anticipated Length of Placement(End Date):  2/9/2014 

Brief Explanation…:  Inattention, hyperactivity and 

anxiety, ADD, ODD, Separation Anxiety 

Extended Anticipated Length of Placement:  

 

• What questions or concerns would you 

have?  

• What steps might you recommend the 

LEA take?  
 



Homebound Instruction - Example 

Begin Date:  10/11/2014 

Anticipated Length of Placement(End Date):  12/9/2014 

Brief Explanation…:   Awaiting admission to partial 

hospital program 

Extended Anticipated Length of Placement:  

 

• What questions or concerns would you 

have?  

• What steps might you recommend the 

LEA take?  
 



Homebound – Long term medical 

• Given that the student’s medical condition 

has potential long term implications, it is 

recommended that the IEP team meet to 

review the student’s placement and 

consider whether "Instruction Conducted 

in the Home" is needed in order to ensure 

FAPE.  



Homebound Policy Suggestions: Best 

Practice 

• Does the LEA have a school policy listing the 

protocol for requesting homebound instruction?   

• If so, does it include: 

–  a specific form that physicians must use for 

requesting homebound?  

– A time limit for physician’s request for homebound 

after which a new request must be provided?  

– Specifics for requests based on behavioral health 

needs (e.g. requirements for treating professionals, 

explanation of what should occur during the period of 

homebound, etc.)?  

– A release of information so the school team can 

receive updates?  

 

HomeBound_Applic.pdf


Instruction Conducted in the Home 

• A placement option on the continuum of 

alternative placements for students with 

disabilities who require full-time special education 

services and programs outside the school setting 

for the entire day.   

• Placement is an individualized education 

program (IEP) team decision and requires 

issuance of a Notice of Recommended 

Educational Placement (NOREP).  



Instruction Conducted in the Home:   

Example 

Begin Date:   10/15/2013 

Anticipated Length of Placement(End Date):  6/10/2014   

Brief Explanation…:    Student’s health issues do not 

allow him to travel outside his home.  

Extended Anticipated Length of Placement:   

 

What other reasons are students being 

placed on instruction conducted in the 

home?  

Take 2 minutes to generate a list.   
 

  



Students on Homebound or ICITH 

• If the reason is stated as 

psychological/emotional or behavioral 

issues, PaTTAN recommends that the SD 

convene an IEP meeting and access 

interagency resources from the IU and/or 

the County in order to identify additional 

supports and develop  a long term plan for 

the student.  

 



Interagency Team Meetings 

• How does the LEA contact you, the IU 

Interagency Coordinator? 

– Is there an “official” process? 

– Is it a phone call? 

• What type of help do they need? 

– Interagency meeting  

– Intensive Interagency meeting 

– Dispute between parent and LEA- not 

appropriate 

• Role of PaTTAN Regional Interagency 

Coordinators 

 



Interagency Team Meetings 

• At the child-specific level, the Interagency 

Team uses a four-step approach to  

– Prepare 

– Communicate 

– Meet 

– Implement an action plan aimed at achieving  

a desired outcome 



Interagency Team Meetings 

• At the child-specific level, the Interagency 

Team is: 

– Made up of many people, including the 

student where appropriate, the family, and 

cross-agency staff 

– Focused on a specific student’s needs 

– Aimed at generating outcomes for a specific 

student. 

 

 



The four step approach 

• Prepare 

– Construct a brief history 

– List those already involved 

– Identify needs and issues 

– Identify agency staff members to contact for 

assistance 

– Collect, document, and share preliminary 

information 

 



Questions to get you started… 



The four step approach 

• Communicate 

– Schedule the meeting 

– Invite “the right” people 

– Create and share an agenda 



The four step approach 

• Meet 

– Designate a facilitator, recorder, timekeeper 

– Make introductions 

– Fill out confidentiality and attendance sheet 

– Set ground rules 

– Review agenda 

– Discussion 

– Create action plan  

– Schedule follow-up meeting 

– Copy and share attendance sheet and action 

plan 

 

 

 



The four step approach 

• Implement 

– Facilitator tracks progress of assignments 

– Team members remain in communication 

– Reconvene the team when necessary 



Tools for success 

• Interagency Action Plan 

• CASSP Coordinator contact list 

• Regional IU Interagency and CASSP 

coordinator list 

• PA Department of Education Website 

• PaTTAN website 

• Other… Interagency Resource dropbox 



Building Relationships 

• Community Resource Mapping  

– Mental Health providers 

– Work experience providers for people with 

Intellectual Disabilities 

– Children and Youth, Juvenile Probation… 

– Non-traditional programs 

– Others… 

 

 



• Remember…DHS is part of the Cordero Remedial Order 

• In PA, special provisions of Medical Assistance make it 

available to children with disabilities. This is true 

independent of the income of the family (“THE 

LOOPHOLE”) 

• Under Health Choices, the Medical Assistance dollars for 

behavioral health are “managed” by a  local Behavioral 

Health Managed Care Organization (BH-MCO). 

• It the responsibility of the BH-MCO to authorize and 

ensure provision of MH and D&A services for all the MA 

recipients living in that county who are enrolled in Health 

Choices. 
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Department of Human Services 

(DPW) 
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Accessing MH Services… 

    

Students may benefit from behavioral health support 

 

 

Behavioral Health MCOs in PA: 

 

Community Behavioral Health- CBH 

Community Care Behavioral Health Organization- CCBHO 

Magellan Behavioral Health- MBH 

PerformCare (Community Behavioral Healthcare Network of PA- CBH NP) 

Value Behavioral Health- Value 
 
 



What about… 

• Confidentiality 

• “Tough” meetings 

• Thoughts… 

 

 

 



Publications 

• Parent Guide for Special education 

• Parent guide for special education- charter 

schools 

• Surrogate parent guide 

• Homebound/ ICITH 

• Special-Ed Consultline 

 



Contact Information  

 

Lisa Brunschwyler- Eastern 

Region 

lbrunschwyler@pattan.net 

Roni Russell- Central Region 

rrussell@pattan.net 

Jeannine Brinkley- Western 

Region 

jbrinkley@pattan.net 

Dona Alvino- Western Region 

dalvino@pattan.net 
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