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Increasing Academic Expectations with 
the Alternate Eligible Content: 

Creating Lessons 

Questions during the webinar 

 AlternateAssessment@pattan.net 

 Reference 05/20/15 

 Questions and answers will be posted as an FAQ with 
the recorded webinar following this presentation 

For Tech Support: 
 support@pattan.net 

For Content : 
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Learner Outcomes 

 Identify basic components of lessons using direct instruction 
including identification of student communication/language 
preferences 

 Describe strategies to implement during instruction that will engage 
learners and shape learning towards identified targets 

 Name data collection tools that will inform teacher directed 
instruction, student learning and mastery of identified targets 

Participants will: 

Effective Instruction 

Communication 
with Students 

Use Direct 
Instruction 

Engaging
Students in 

Learning 

Using
Assessment 

in 
Instruction 

Charlotte Danielson: The Framework for Teaching- Domain: Instruction 
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Effective Instruction 
Resources 

Teacher Desk References 
www.pattan.net 

Resources PaTTAN Publications 

Effective Instruction 

Before the lesson 

 What alternate eligible 
content/knowledge will be 
addressed? 

 What skills can I teach to help 
the students acquire and 
integrate knowledge? 

 What skills can I teach to help 
the students practice, review and 
apply the knowledge? 

 How will I know if the students 
have learned this knowledge? 

 Determine response mode for 
students 

During the lesson 

 Tell the students what they are learning 

 Using direct instruction, teach what is to 
be learned 

 Check for understanding and 
comprehension through direct 
instruction, offering many practice 
opportunities and formative assessment 

 Engage students with initial practice 

 Provide feedback 

 Monitor progress 

 Reteach, if needed 

 Provide opportunities for independent 
practice 
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Effective Instruction 

After the lesson 

 Summarize the lesson and 
restate the focus of the learning 

 Conclude the lesson 

 Provide an exit assessment 

 Provide opportunities for 
distributive practice 

Teacher Reflection 

 What does the data and exit 
assessment tell about the 
student’s learning? 

 What went well? 

 What would I change and do 
differently? 

 Where will I start with the next 
lesson? 

Creating lessons 
Examples 

 ELA/Reading 

 Math 

 Sample Data Collection Tools 
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Define 

Design 

Determine
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Lesson Planning 

Starting the Lesson Planning Process 

 Select the content 

 Review current student data 

 Set the target through essentialization as needed 

 Examine the language/vocabulary and reduce the 
complexity as needed 

Before the lesson 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 
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Example: 4th grade ELA Literature 

•Story read aloud or reads? 
•Theme/central message 
ideas? 

•Vocabulary/background 
knowledge 

Student 
data 

Isolate the nouns, verbs, 
context Essentialize 

•Theme to big idea 
•Identify to choice of three 
•Use 2 paragraphs 

Reduce 
Vocabulary 

Complexity 

E04AK1.1.2a 
Identify the theme/central message of the text 

Select from a group of 3 picture choices the big idea from a short story 

Before the lesson 

Select text (s) 

UDL bookbuilder 

http://bookbuilder.cast.org/ 

Before the lesson 
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UDL Bookbuilder 

Before the lesson 

Text considerations 

 Determine if there is a need to reduce/scaffold the 
complexity of the text (sentence length, prefixes, complexity 
of content) 

 Have students look at text, pictures and make guesses and 
predictions about what the story is about OR introduce the 
characters via pictures and objects 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 
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Vocabulary Considerations 

 Based on students common high frequency words, reduce complexity 
ex. Wolf = ‘outside’ dog 

 Explicitly teach vocabulary in context ex. read the sentence and 
emphasize the word- use questioning, video, or other visual sources to 
have students understand meaning 

 Provide a variety of activities to practice new vocabulary ex. find the 
word and match it to a picture from a group of pictures to demonstrate 
understanding 

 Partnering alternate eligible content for instruction 

Before the lesson 

Partnering Alternate Eligible Content for Instruction 

E04AV4.1.1a 

Use context to determine the meaning of an unknown or 
multiple meaning word 

Before the lesson 
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Determine assessment 

 How will I know the students are learning as I teach this new content? 
What means will I use to gather information about their performance 

 Do I need to teach a routine such as thumbs up and thumbs down? Or how
to use colored post it notes or a dry erase boards to show what each 
student knows? Can I use eye gaze, arm movement and body positioning 
as response modes? 

 Practice group responding (student responding using speech and all 
communication modes) and using a hand signal 

 Determine the assessment tool to use after the lesson to gauge each 
student’s learning 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Determine assessment 
 Formative Assessment Examples: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrase 

 Visual representation 

 Explain 

 Describe 

 Compare 

 Sentence completion 

 Match picture words 

 Arrange picture words 

 Partial word repetition 

 Whole word repetition 

 Consider how each student will express their response 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 
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Direct Instruction 

 Define what you are learning: 

“Today we are learning about theme (big idea, main thought, big message, etc.)” 

 Define theme. Give examples matched with pictures 

= Love 

= Brave 

Introduction: Getting Ready to Learn 

= Truth 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

OR 

Direct Instruction 

 After defining what you are learning: 

“Today we are learning about theme (big idea, main thought, big message, etc.)” 

 Introduce the text 

 Have the students explore the text, even if you are reading aloud 

 Have students look at text, pictures and make guesses and predictions about 
what the story is about OR introduce the characters via pictures and objects 

Introduction: Getting Ready to Learn 
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Direct Instruction 

 Activate prior knowledge or build background knowledge: 

 Let’s talk about shepherds. What is their job? Bring other pictures or videos to 
life to ensure the students know what you are talking about in this story 

What background knowledge might my 
students need to know to learn this content? 

 Build background knowledge 

 Activate prior knowledge 

 Review relevant vocabulary and highlight familiar words that have a 
new meaning 

 Use multi media sources to increase background knowledge and 
comprehension 
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Direct Instruction 

Body of the Lesson 

 Chunk up the content and read aloud or have the students read 

 Use questioning or phrasing to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

 Use visuals and check in with each student along the way. (use the pre-
determined assessment tools- for ex. thumbs up/down- smile, response board, 
post it notes) 

 Provide opportunities to use context (text features and the written words) to 
determine unknown words. Provide opportunities for choral responding with 
vocabulary words. Provide students with pre written vocabulary words and 
matching visuals (photos or pictures) 

Direct Instruction 

Body of the Lesson 

 Use visual imagery, summarization, prediction and 
graphic organizers to support instruction 

 Shape learning about the theme: telling the truth 

 Use visuals and ensure discrimination of the symbol you 
are using to represent the theme 

= truthOR 
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Direct Instruction 

 Provide opportunities for students to find evidence in the 
text. 

 Provide opportunities for practice and generalization 

 Make meaningful real life application to the content once it 
is taught to mastery 

Body of the Lesson 

4th grade: Literature 
Theme: Honesty- Telling the Truth 

 Edward Fudwupper Fibbed Big by Berkeley Breathed 

 Princess Kim and Too Much Truth by Maryann Cocca-Leffler 

 Ricky Sticky Fingers by Julia Cook 

Body of the Lesson: Extending the Learning 
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4th grade: Literature 
Theme: Friendship 

 Because of Winn Dixie by Kate Dicamillo 

 Superfudge by Judy Blume 

 Charlotte’s Web by E.B.White 

Body of the Lesson: Extending the Learning 

Multiple pieces of alternate eligible content can and should be used to 
build a lesson 

 E04AK1.1.2a 

Identify the theme/central message of the text 

 E04AV4.1.1a 

Use context to determine the meaning of an unknown or multiple meaning word 

 E04AK1.1.3a 

Identify details from the text to answer questions related to the characters, setting or events 
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Direct Instruction 

 Provide a ‘ticket out the door’ or another quick and easy 
way to assess EACH student’s knowledge of theme 
(vocabulary and/or key details) 

 Evaluate and reflect on the instruction and learning. What 
would you change? What additional text might you need to 
use? Based on the student’s assessment data, do you 
need to reteach across themes? Where will you start next 
lesson? 

After the Lesson 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

After the lesson 

Ticket out the door (examples) 

 Provide the student with the three picture cues for theme and ask them to 
select (point to, eye gaze, pick) which one was the ‘big idea’ of today’s story 

 Hand each student a vocabulary word and ask them to select the picture that 
represents the word (using words learned in the lesson) 

 Share a picture from the story, read a sentence that goes with it and ask the 
student to point to (eye gaze, select on their AAC device) or tell you the 
detail in the story (in the picture) that answers a specific question 

What did the boy yell to the people in the village? (answer Wolf) 

After the lesson 

Or 
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Assessment: Collecting Data 
 Summative Assessment Examples: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrase 

 Visual representation 

 Explain/Model 

 Describe/Model 

 Compare 

 Sentence completion 

 Match picture words 

 Arrange picture words 

 Partial word repetition 

 Whole word repetition 

 Consider how each student will express their response 

After the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Define 

Design 

Determine
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Lesson Planning 
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Starting the Lesson Planning Process 

 Select the content 

 Review current student data 

 Set the target through essentialization as needed 

 Examine the language/vocabulary and reduce the 
complexity as needed 

Before the lesson 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Example: 6th grade Math 

What quantities? 
What operations? 
How does the 
student 
demonstrate 
knowledge? 

Student 
data 

Isolate the nouns, 
verbs, contextEssentialize 

Problem to number 
question 
Use 2 digit and 
addition 

Reduce 
Vocabulary 
Complexity 

M06AN2.1.1a 
Solve a problem using up to 3-digit whole numbers and any of the four operations 

Using visual arrays and manipulatives, the student will answer a number question using up to 2 digits with addition 

Before the lesson 
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Math 
Select the methodology and gather materials 

Visual representations 
Tens Ones 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Student work 
materials 

Vocabulary Considerations 

 Based on students common high frequency words, reduce 
complexity ex. problems to number questions 

 Explicitly teach vocabulary in context ex. use the common 
vocabulary while describing - addition may become ‘put 
together’ 

 Partnering alternate eligible content for instruction 

Before the lesson 
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Partnering Alternate Eligible Content for Instruction 

M06AN3.1.1a 

Identify a specific integer in a real-world context 

M06BE2.1.2a 

Select an algebraic expression involving addition or 
subtraction of whole numbers to solve a 1-step real-world 
problem 

Before the lesson 

Determine assessment 

 How will I know the students are learning as I teach this new content? 
What means will I use to gather information about their performance 

 Do I need to teach a routine such as thumbs up and thumbs down? Or 
using colored post it notes or dry erase boards? Can I take pictures of 
their performance throughout instruction? Can I use eye gaze, arm 
movement and body positioning as response modes? 

 Practice group responding (student responding using speech and all 
communication modes) of an answer and using a hand signal. 

 Determine the assessment tool to use after the lesson to gauge each 
student’s learning 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 
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Determine assessment 
 Formative Assessment Examples: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrase 

 Visual representation 

 Explain/Model 

 Describe/Model 

 Compare 

 Sentence/problem completion 

 Match picture/manipulatives quantitative amounts 

 Arrange picture quantitative amounts 

 Partial word repetition 

 Whole word repetition 

 Consider how each student will express their response 

Before the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Direct Instruction 

 Define what you are learning: 

“Today we are going to learn how to answer number questions by putting together 
numbers” 

Introduction: Getting Ready to Learn 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 
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What background knowledge might my 
students need to know to learn this content? 

 Build background knowledge 
 Activate prior knowledge: what have we learned about counting and 

representing numbers? 

 Review previous knowledge 

 Practice with visuals and manipulatives to increase background 
knowledge and comprehension 

 Check for understanding before moving on 

Introduction: Getting Ready to Learn 
Direct Instruction 

Review previous learning 
Show numbers and having student indicate the 
quantitative amount 

5 = 5 ones 

15 = one ten, 5 ones 

Provide enough practice with previously learned material until formative assessment demonstrates 
that students are back to previous levels of performance before moving on the new learning 

Student work 
materials 

Introduction: Getting Ready to Learn 
Direct Instruction 
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Direct Instruction 

 Provide example (I do) 

 Provide multiple examples to do together (we do) 

 Provide practice examples to do in pairs or independently (you do) 

Body of the Lesson 

5/18/2015 

Body of the lesson 
Direct Instruction 

I do 12 + 3= 15 
One tenone ten put three ones = 
Five ones 

two ones together 

OnesTens 

22 
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Teacher Language is important 

 Teacher language must be consistent 

 Teacher language should reflect reduced complexity to 
ensure student understanding 

 Student language response- consider how each student will 
respond to teacher language 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Provide examples to do together (we do) 

 Ones put together with ones 

3+5 

1+1 

5+5 (teach or reapply exchanging 10 ones for one 10) 

 Tens put together with ones 

10+2 

13+3 

15+5 (teach or reapply exchanging 10 ones for one ten) 

Body of the lesson 
Direct Instruction 
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Body of the lesson 
Direct Instruction 

I do 12 + 12 = 24 
one ten put one ten = Two tens
 
two ones together two ones Four ones
 

OnesTens 

Body of the lesson 
Direct Instruction 

Provide examples to do together (we do) 

 Tens put together with tens
 

10 + 12
 

12 + 15
 

15 + 15 (teach or reapply exchanging 10 ones for one 10)
 

 Tens put together with  other double digit numbers (more advanced)
 

10 + 20
 

10 + 33
 

10 + 90  (teach or reapply exchanging 10 tens for one hundred)
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Provide examples for the student to do alone 
or in pairs (you do) 

 Ones put together with ones 

4+1 

2+1 

 Ones put together with tens 

12+4 

11+ 8 

 Tens put together with tens 

10+11 

15+16 (teach or reapply exchanging 10 ones for one 10) 

 Tens put together with  other double digit numbers (more advanced) 

10+30 

10+44 

10+92 (teach or reapply exchanging 10 tens for one hundred) 

Body of the lesson 
Direct Instruction 

Direct Instruction 

 Provide a ‘ticket out the door’ or another quick and easy way to assess EACH 
student’s knowledge of solving a word problem up to two digits. You could move 
around the room with pre written cards with addition problems on them and ask 
the student to show and, if possible say the problem and the response modeling 
the language used in the lesson 

 Evaluate and reflect on the instruction and learning. What would you change? 
What additional materials, objects, visuals or manipulatives might you need to 
use? Based on the student’s assessment data, do you need to reteach the 
concept with smaller numbers? Where will you start next lesson? 

After the Lesson 

Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

After the lesson 

14 + 2 = 
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Assessment: Data Collection 
 Summative Assessment Examples: 

 Summarize 

 Paraphrase 

 Visual representation 

 Explain/Model 

 Describe/Model 

 Compare 

 Sentence/problem completion 

 Match picture/manipulatives quantitative amounts 

 Arrange picture quantitative amounts 

 Partial word repetition 

 Whole word repetition 

 Consider how each student will express their response 

After the lesson Define 

Design 

Determine 
Direct 

Instruction 

Data 

Data Informed Decision Making 

 Guides student progress 

 Guides instructional decision making 

 Provides accurate reports for families and other stakeholders 
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Data Collection Decision Making Worksheet 

ELA/Reading and Math 

Data: Student Progress Tracking Worksheet 
ELA/Reading and Math 
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Data Collection: Student Progress Generalization Worksheet 

ELA/Reading and Math 

Data Tools 

 Data Collection:  Decision Making Worksheet 

 Data Collection: Student Progress Tracking Worksheet 

 Data Collection:  Student Progress Generalization 
Worksheet 

ELA/Reading and Math 
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Creating lessons 
Examples 

 ELA/Reading 
 E04AK1.1.2a Identify the theme/central message of the text 

 Math 
 M06AN2.1.1a Solve a problem using up to 3-digit whole numbers and any of the four 

operations 

 Sample Data Collection Tools 
 Data Collection: Decision Making Worksheet 

 Data Collection: Student Progress Tracking Worksheet 

 Data Collection: Student Progress Generalization Worksheet 

Thank you to our teacher reviewers: 

 Christine Binkley Eastern Lancaster County School District 

 Alison Cox Westmoreland Intermediate Unit #7 

 Courtney Fenner Colonial IU #20 
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Additional thank you to: 

 John Dellegrotto, Ed.D. 
Educational Consultant 
TLC Associates (Teaching, Learning, Curriculum) 

Communication : 
The Most Up to Date Information 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 List serv for teachers administering the PASA and others 
who sign up 

 Opportunities to participate with design of instructional 
resources to support the Alternate Eligible Content 

 Sign up on PaTTAN website under Alternate 
Assessment 
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Learner Outcomes 

 Identify basic components of lessons using direct instruction 
including identification of student communication/language 
preferences 

 Describe strategies to implement during instruction that will engage 
learners and shape learning towards identified targets 

 Name data collection tools that will inform teacher directed 
instruction, student learning and mastery of identified targets 

Participants will: 

Contact Information www.pattan.net 

Sharon L. Leonard 

slleonard@pattan.net 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Tom Wolf, Governor 
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