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Increasing Academic Expectations with 
the Alternate Eligible Content: 

A Closer Look at 
English Language Arts/Reading 

Questions during the webinar 

 AlternateAssessment@pattan.net 

 Reference 04/22/15 

 Questions and answers will be posted as an FAQ with 
the recorded webinar following this presentation 

For Tech Support: 
 support@pattan.net 

For Content : 
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Toggle Full Screen 

1. Click anywhere on the video area to un-hide the controls 

2. Double-Click on the double arrow icon to Toggle fullscreen ON 

• HINT:  The double arrow is located in the bottom right corner of the video area 

Learner Outcomes 

 Identify basic components of effective instruction 

 Review reducing vocabulary complexity 

 Identify the basic components of ELA/Reading and its connections to 
the Alternate Eligible Content 

 Identify strategies to reduce complexity of teaching reading and the 
concepts behind understanding literature and informational text 

Participants will: 
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Eligibility and Content 
PASA vs PSSA 

PASA 

Students with 
Significant Cognitive

Disabilities 

Eligible for PASA -
Determined by the IEP 

team 

PSSA 

Keystone Exams 

All Students including
students with disabilities 

NOT eligible for the 
PASA 

Effective Instruction 

 Communicating with students 

 Using direct instruction 

 Engaging students in learning 

 Using assessment in instruction 

Charlotte Danielson: The Framework for Teaching- Domain: Instruction 
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Effective Instruction 
Resources 

Teacher Desk References 
www.pattan.net 

Resources PaTTAN Publications 

Effective Instruction: 
Implementing Lessons 

 Before the lesson: 

What alternate eligible content/knowledge will be addressed? 

What skills can I teach to help the students acquire and integrate knowledge? 

What skills can I teach to help the students practice, review and apply the knowledge? 

How will I know if the students have learned this knowledge? 

 During the lesson: 

Tell the students what they are learning 

Using direct instruction, teach what is to be learned 

Check for understanding and comprehension through direct instruction, offering many practice opportunities 

and formative assessment 

Engage students with initial practice 

Provide feedback 

Monitor progress 

Reteach, if needed 

Provide opportunities for independent practice 
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Effective Instruction: 
Implementing Lessons 

 After the lesson: 

Summarize the lesson and restate the focus of the learning 

Conclude the lesson 

Provide an exit assessment 

Provide opportunities for distributive practice 

 Teacher reflection: 

What does the data and exit assessment tell about the student’s learning? 

What went well? 

What would I change and do differently? 

Where will I start with the next lesson? 

Planning to use the Alternate Eligible 
Content within ELA/Reading instruction 

Have I reviewed the grade level ELA/Reading alternate 
eligible content and essentialized as appropriate? 

Have I checked the ELA Glossary and reduced the 
complexity of the vocabulary? 
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Am I fluent with and confident of the expressive and receptive 
communication means of EACH student I am teaching? 

Have I determined the lesson structure, direct instruction 
and guided activities? 

Have I determined what assessments I am going to use; 
both formative and summative? 

Vocabulary 

 Have I identified the key vocabulary? 

 Have I checked my resources to assist with defining the 
vocabulary and content, if needed? 

 Have I reduced the complexity to ensure the student can 
understand the concept? 

 Have I considered how to connect key vocabulary to the high 
frequency, common words most likely located in the student’s
vocabulary or on their communication device? 
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ELA/Reading Vocabulary Examples 

 Text Structure: The author’s method of 
structuring a text; the way a text is 
structured from beginning to end. In literary
works, the structure could include 
flashback and foreshadowing, for example. 
In nonfiction works, the structure could 
include sequence, question-answer, or 
cause-effect, for example. 

 The writer’s way of setting up the reading 
passage for the reader to understand 

 The way a writer uses words to tell when 
things come first, second and/or last 

 The way a writer uses words to tell what 
is wrong and how to fix it 

 Central idea: The unifying element of a 
piece of a text 

 Theme: A topic or discussion of work; a 
major idea broad enough to cover the 
entire scope of a literary work. A theme 
may be stated or implied. Clues to the 
theme may be found in the prominent 
and/or recurring ideas in a work 

 What the story is all about 

 The big idea 

 What idea happens over and over 

E05.B-C.2.1.2.b 
Use text structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) organization to 
identify events, ideas, and concepts in 
an informational text. 

Determine the theme or central 
idea of a text (literature) 

CC.1.3.11-12.A.a 

Essentializing the Content 

 Have I identified what the student needs to know with this 
piece of alternate eligible content? (often the noun) 

 Have I identified what the student needs to do with the 
content they need to know? (often the verb) 

 Have I identified the context with which the student needs 
to operate with the know and do 
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Determine the theme or central idea of a text 

 Identify the big idea of a story 

 Point to, from a choice of three, what idea happens over 
and over, in the three sentences I read to you 

 Using objects or pictures or photos, identify the big ideas of 
love and being brave 

Teaching Reading/ELA 
Basic Understandings 
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 Create a language/communication rich 
environment that includes modeling and 
scaffolding (using visuals, objects and models to 
support understanding) of oral 
language/communication and vocabulary with 
ample opportunities to practice. 

Foundations of Literacy 

Oral Language/Communication 

Foundations of Literacy 

Language … 

 is the foundation for literacy development. 

 involves speaking/communicating and listening/receiving 
information. 

 is essential for children to gain knowledge about the 
world. 

9 



4/20/2015
 

Foundations of Literacy 

Foundations of Literacy 

Conversational Strategies: 

 Clarify & Extend 

 Question & Tell 

 Think – Aloud 

Peer-to-peer conversations/communication: 

 Talk/communicate about a book in pairs 

 Have conversations in centers/labs 

 Talk/communicate about what they are eating 
during snack 
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ELA/Reading 

 Literature/Narrative Text 

 Informational/Expository Text 

Why is it important to know the 
difference? 
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What is Narrative Text? 

 Tells a story 

 Is written for the purpose of entertaining a reader 

Narrative Text Structures 

 Characters 

 Dialogue may be included 

 Tense may change 

 Setting 

 Descriptive language creates images in reader’s mind 
and enhances the story 

 Plot 

 setup, conflict, resolution 

 Theme 
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Why teach narrative text structures? 

What is Expository Text? 

 Is written for the purpose of informing the reader 

 Is fact-based with the focus on educating its reader 

 Is clear, concise, and organized writing 

 Gets to the point quickly and efficiently 
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Examples of Expository Text 

Expository text is information-based text. Some common 
examples are: 

 Textbooks 

 News articles 

 Instruction manuals 

 Recipes 

 City or country guides 

 Language books 

 Self-help books 

Expository Text Structures 

• Compare/contrast 

• Problem/solution 

• Cause/effect 

• Chronological/sequential/temporal 

• Descriptive 
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Expository Text Features 

 Table of Contents 

 Titles, Subtitles, and Chapters 

 Charts, Graphs, and Maps 

 Diagrams, Graphics, and Illustrations 

 Bold, Underlined, and Italics print 

 Index 

 Glossary 

Why teach text structures? 
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Is it Expository or Narrative? 

Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 
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Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 

Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 
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Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 

Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 
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Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 

Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 
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Is this Expository or Narrative Text? 

How do I know the difference when 
looking at the Alternate Eligible Content? 
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ELA/Reading 

ELA/Reading HS 

3 = Literature 

2 = Informational 
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Considerations for teaching ELA/Reading 
using the alternate eligible content 

ELA/Reading: Alternate Eligible Content 

 Grade Appropriateness 

 Reading vs Read Aloud 
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Grade Appropriateness: 
Literature/Narrative 

 K-2: 

 3-5: 

 6-8: 

 9-12: 

Grade Appropriateness: 
Informational/Expository Text 

 K-2 : 

 3-5 : 

 6-8 : 

 9-12 : 
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Reading Vs Read Aloud 

 Teaching students to read 

 Students reading text independently 
 Phonemic awareness 

 Phonics 

 Fluency 

 Vocabulary 

 Comprehension 

Reading Vs Read Aloud 

 Reading text aloud to students 

 Access to print/text for student while listening to text being read 
 Develop the concepts in the text by promoting discussion that ties concepts to the 

students’ background 

 Establish a purpose for listening 

 Use visual supports while reading aloud to help students focus attention and to reinforce 
concepts 

 Ask questions that promote both literal and interpretive or critical responses 

 Frequently check with the student for understanding 
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Big ideas when designing and delivering 
instruction 

 Student interaction with text 

 Interpreting and thinking about the text 

 Use questions that are dependent on the text 

 Opportunities to read and re-read to ensure mastery of the 
targeted concepts 

 Digging deeper 

 Build background knowledge about the content 
covered in the text (narrative or expository) 

Big ideas when designing and delivering 
instruction 

 Build vocabulary by connecting key vocabulary to the high 
frequency, common words most likely located in the 
student’s vocabulary or on their communication device 

 Pre-teach and/or scaffold text structures or features 

25 



4/20/2015
 

Alternate Eligible Content 
Informational/Expository Text 

Example 
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Remember these? 

Expository Text Structures 

 Compare/contrast 

 Problem/solution 

 Cause/effect 

 Chronological, sequence
or temporal 

 Descriptive 

Expository Text 

Features 

 Charts 

 Figures 

 Diagrams 

 Photographs 

 Captions 

Example 
 Build background knowledge (before reading text) 

 Ensure students can discriminate what a bird is by labeling, requesting and selecting it from a group of others 

 We then would need to provide examples of birds in real life (outside) or through pictures and videos. Use data to inform your decision about 
mastery and generalization of knowledge 

 Vocabulary 

 Explicitly teach the vocabulary such as egg , hatchling and any other additional words in the text that will assist with understanding of the target 
designed from the Alternate Eligible Content 

 Reduce complexity to use language familiar and common to the student 

 Read 

 Read through the text completely (read to the students or have students read) 

 Go back and chunk up the text into pages and information based upon the designed targets aligned to the alternate eligible content 

 Questions (pre-reading and while reading and re-reading text) 

 Before reading provide opportunity for the students to explore the text and make predictions about the content 

 Start out simple in reference to identifying the vocabulary through the pictures. “ Look at the picture while I read the sentence”, All bird life cycles 
begin at the egg. Show me, (point to) the egg. 

 Questions could become deeper depending on the students, as you dig deeper on the next page where we talk about the second stage of the
bird’s life after an egg. They state the babies are born naked and blind.  You could ask your students, “Do birds wear clothes?” 

 How are baby birds and human babies similar (the same)? 
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Example 

Use a graphic organizer 
Complete with vocabulary words, pictures or objects 

Juvenile 
• Teenager 
• Young 

adult 

Migrate 
• Fly to 

another 
home 

Egg 
• Baby 

Shell 

Egg 
• Baby shell 

Hatchling 
• Baby 

Fledgling 
• Child 
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Selecting text (examples) 

 LEA Curriculum and Resources 

 Readworks 

 http://www.readworks.org/ 

 CAST UDL Bookbuilder 

 http://bookbuilder.cast.org/ 

Selecting text (examples) 

 International Children’s Digital Library 

 http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

 Text Project 

 http://textproject.org/ 
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Reducing Complexity with Instruction 

 Explicitly teach vocabulary in context 

 Build background knowledge 

 Activate prior knowledge 

 Review relevant vocabulary and highlight familiar words that have a 
new meaning 

 Use multi media sources to increase background knowledge and 
comprehension 

 Provide a variety of activities to practice new vocabulary 

Reducing Complexity with Instruction 

 Explicitly teach to the alternate eligible content and/or the essentialized
target 

 Determine if there is a need to reduce/scaffold the complexity of the text 
(sentence length, prefixes, complexity of content) 

 Use questioning or phrasing to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

 Make meaningful real life application to the content once it is taught to 
mastery 

 Use visual imagery, summarization, prediction and graphic organizers
to support instruction 
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ELA/Reading 

Teaching Narrative Stories is Teaching Reading 
Teaching Expository Text is Teaching Reading 

Teaching Content is Teaching Reading 
Science 

Social Studies 

Art 

Music 

History 

Thank you to our teacher reviewers: 

 Sara Conway Chestnut Ridge SD 

 Jenn Tolbert Girard SD 

 Patti Wysocki Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12 
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Additional thank you to: 

 Deb Fulton, M.Ed 
Educational Consultant 
PaTTAN State Lead: Reading/Literacy 

 John Dellegrotto, Ed.D. 
Educational Consultant 
TLC Associates (Teaching, Learning, Curriculum) 

Learner Outcomes 

 Identify basic components of effective instruction 

 Review reducing vocabulary complexity 

 Identify the basic components of ELA/Reading and its connections to 
the Alternate Eligible Content 

 Identify strategies to reduce complexity of teaching reading and the 
concepts behind understanding literature and informational text 

Participants will: 
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Contact Information www.pattan.net 

Sharon L. Leonard 

slleonard@pattan.net 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Tom Wolf, Governor 
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