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Engaging Families in Literacy to 
Support Student Learning 

February 17, 2015 
LEA to LEA Webinar 
Literacy Partnerships 

PaTTAN 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

PaTTAN’s Mission 

The mission of the Pennsylvania 
Training and Technical Assistance 

Network (PaTTAN) is to support the 
efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of 

Special Education, and to build the 
capacity of local educational agencies 
to serve students who receive special 

education services. 
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

Our goal for each child is to ensure 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 


teams begin with the general 

education setting with the use of 

Supplementary Aids and Services 


before considering a 

more restrictive environment.
 

Objectives: 

• Participants will learn practices and strategies 
to consider as a means to engage families so 
they can actively support their students' 
literacy learning at home. 
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Family Engagement 

Parents who engage with their children in 
literacy activities like reading books as well 
as other literacy activities, are a very rich 

resource for supporting their child’s 
literacy development. 

Research tells us: 

•	 Home literacy activities can positively influence 
development of oral language, vocabulary, print 
awareness, comprehension, and children's values related 
to reading. (Steward & Goff, 2004) 

•	 Schools that have unusually high success rates with 
struggling readers have high levels of family and 
community involvement. (Cunningham & Allington, 1999, p. 265) 

•	 Parental involvement programs that involved real reading 
and included enjoyable and easy-to-use activities that 
provided a connection between school and home, children 
reported reading more often at home in their free time with 
adults. (Morrow & Young, 1997) 
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Research tells us: 

•	 When following a program of paired reading with parents, 
children's reading accuracy and reading rates increased. 

(Fiala & Sheridan, 2003) 

•	 Home-based rereading of books increased students' 
motivation and promoted parent involvement. (Koskinen et al, 
2000) 

Big Ideas
 

Parent/School 
Partnership 
Programs 

Literacy Skills 
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Literacy Activities/Skills
 

• Phonological Awareness 
• Decoding  

Foundational Skills 

• Words  
• Phrases  
• Sentences 

Fluency 

• Oral Language 
• Background Knowledge 
• Vocabulary 
• Language Structures 

Language Skills 

Partnering with Parents
 

Parent/School 
Partnership 

Program 

Communication 
Group 

Family 
Literacy 

Book Packs 

PTA Family 
Reading 

Experience 
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Partnering with Parents
 

Parent/School 
Partnership 

Program 

Communication 
Group 

Family 
Literacy 

Book Packs 

PTA Family 
Reading 

Experience 

We started in the library… 
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Topics Covered 

•	 Basic communication—yes/no 
•	 Basic Programming of the iPad 
•	 Then using the iPad for more complex communication 
•	 How to read a story to your child using the iPad 
•	 Playing games with your child using the iPad (UNO) 
•	 Creating a meal together 
•	 Using money and requesting directions/requesting to pay for something 
•	 Sensory needs (the OT came into talk about sensory integration) 
•	 Setting the table 
•	 Parent supports 
•	 Setting Routines in the Home 

Community Outings 
•	 Frozen Yogurt--ordering / asking questions 
•	 Pizza—ordering 
•	 Target—asking for assistance/handling money/creating shopping lists 
•	 Mall—asking directions / ordering food /working with money 
•	 Local park—commenting with iPad using the senses/coming together to 

make a fruit salad 

We moved to community outings 
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How to Read a Book with your child using the iPad to 
talk about the book 

Reading a Story Using Modeling and Commenting on the iPad.
 
Story Sample: Brave Little Monster
 

Parent: Read the title. Point out the monster on the cover. Show your child that he has a flashlight in his hand. 

Read page 1. 

Ask: How did Albert feel. Go to feelings page and allow your child to select the feeling that corresponds to Albert’s feelings. 

Model: He feels scared.  Have your child make the sentence. Help as needed.
 
OR
 
Ask: Did Albert feel…happy? Scared?  Have your child use yes or no to answer. Model: He feels scared.  Have your child 

make the sentence. Help as needed.
 

Read pages 2,3.
 
Ask: Where is Albert?  Is he in his bedroom? Model: He is in his room. OR He is in his house. OR He is in his bed. (Each 

time you read the story you can model using a different location, all of them are correct and acceptable). Use yes and no to 

get the answer OR have him use a complete sentence to answer.
 

Read page 4.
 
Ask: What is the little girl eating? Point out the ice cream in the picture but don’t name it. Go to the snacks page and allow
 
your child to select the snack that he/she sees in the picture. 

Or
 
Ask: Is that little girl eating ice cream in the closet? Use yes and no to get the answer. Model: She is eating ice cream. 

Have your child make the sentence. Help as needed. 

Or
 
Ask: What is the girl doing? Model: She is eating.
 

Read pages 5, 6, 7.
 
Ask: What did he throw in the closet? Model: It was a sock.  Have your child make the sentence OR ask, “Was it a sock?” 

Use yes and no to get the answer.
 

Read the rest of the story and continue with similar questioning. 

Ask: Did you like the story? Use yes and no or answer. Model: I like that. Or I like the book. Have your child make the 
sentence. Help as needed. 
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Roslyn Elementary School
 
Parent Communication Group Survey
 

Please answer the  following  questions  based on importance to your family.  Marking a 5 will  indicate  
that the item is very important to your family. Marking a 1 will indicate that the item is minimally 
important to your family. 

I would like Communication Group to occur at Roslyn School. 
1 2 3 4 5 

I would like Communication to be hosted by one of our families. 
1 2 3 4 5 

I would like Communication Group to be in a community based environment (restaurant, shopping 
location, park, etc.) 

1 2 3 4 5 

I would like Communication Group to take place at the following community environments (circle all that 
apply): 
The mall 
A department store 
A local restaurant 
The local post office 
A local grocery store 
A public play space and interacting with children who are playing 
A Movie  
Other: 

Attending Communication Group meetings with our child is important to our family. 
1 2 3 4 5 

Attending Communication Group meetings in a primarily adult only setting is important to our family. 
1 2 3 4 5 

In addition to large group meetings, small group or break out sessions specific to our family’s needs would 
be helpful (ie a basic session for programming, or a session that covers conversations). 
1 2 3 4 5 

Learning more about the following topics in small groups would be meaningful for our family (circle all that 
apply): 

Programming 

• Using yes/no’s effectively 
• Goal setting for your kids 
• Schedules for the home 
• Routines 
• How to have conversations 
• Support strategies for facilitators (how to coach your kids and ask the probing questions) 
• Assuming competence 
• Open discussion to share struggles and triumphs 
• Other: 
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Partnering with Parents
 

PTA Family 
Reading 

Experience 

Parent/School 
Partnership 

Program 

Communication 
Groups 

Family 
Literacy 

Book Packs 

What is a Family Literacy Workshop? 
•	 A hands on interactive workshop for families of 

preschool through fourth grade children 
•	 Parents learn strategies to support their child’s 

literacy development. 
•	 It is a fun way for children and adults to share books 

together. 
•	 What goes into a Workshop? 

–	 Quality book selection around a theme or concept 
• Cinderella, math, science, reading rodeo … 

– A mini presentation for parents that includes 
reading tips and activity ideas for parents 

– Hands on book with related activities for the 
families 

–	 A DVD of the story using a deaf storyteller 
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Previous Workshop Flyers 

What Does it Look Like? 

• 9:30- 9:45  Socialize – 
Introductions 

•	 9:45 – 10:30 
– Life in A Phone Booth – 

Communication Hits and 
Misses – Nancy Kelly Jones 

– Children with Staff 
•	 10:30 -11:10 

– Reading and 
misunderstanding- Karen 

–	 ASL and  Storytelling with 
John Gibson 

•	 11:10 -12:00 
– Family activities 
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What is a Literacy Book Pack? 
• A Book Pack includes a good children’s book 

and lots of activities to bring reading to life. 
• It is a fun way for children and adults to read 

together. 
• What goes into a Book pack? 

– A good quality storybook 
– Props, scenery and characters to bring the story to 

life 
– Other books linked to the story 
– Reading tips and activity ideas for parents 
– Word or number games based on the story 
– A DVD of the story using a deaf storyteller 
– A writing journal related to the story 

Literacy Book Packs 
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The Three Bears 
Watch the DVD and read together “The 
Three Bears”. 

1. Use the story props and retell the story with your 	child. (Sign 
vocabulary included for you to keep). 

2. Talk about bears.  Have you ever seen a bear? 

3. 	Eat some cereal. Try some porridge (hot cereal). 

4. Find some different size things in your house and compare 
their sizes. 

5. Please use the The Three Bears journal. *Complete a bear 
page and a cereal page. *Color the pictures and answer the 
questions. 

6. Please return the Three Bears pack in two days. The Bears 
want time to visit all of the students in the class. 

7. 	Happy Reading! 

The Three Bears Book Pack 

Contents:
 

Book: The Three Bears
 

DVD: Signed DVD The Three Bears 

Activities: Bear house matching activity 
“Grin and ‘Bear’ it!” number match activity 

Toys: Three bears stuffed animals. 

Cards: 

Tools: 

Laminated vocabulary cards 
(A copy of vocabulary words is included  for you to KEEP) 
Crayons 

The Three Bears Journal: PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD COMPLETE AND 
RETURN 

Parent Feedback Form: PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN 

Laminated Direction Sheets: The Three Bears Contents and Activities 
(Turn over this page to see some fun activities to try) 

PLEASE RETURN ALL ITEMS IN BOOK PACK 
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Clifford Book Pack 
Contents: 

•	 Books: PLEASE RETURN 

Clifford and the Grouchy Neighbors Clifford At Bat 

Clifford I See My Dad 

•	 DVD: PLEASE RETURN Signed DVD Clifford and the Grouchy Neighbors 

•	 Activities:  PLEASE RETURN 

Clifford Uniset Outdoor Fun  Clifford The Big Red Dog Puzzle 

•	 Doll: PLEASE RETURN 

Clifford Dog dog toy 

Blue Blanket dog bones 

•	 Miscellaneous Tools: PLEASE RETURN 

Pencil Colored pencils crayons glue glue stick children’s scissors 

•	 Clifford Sleep Over Journal  PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD COMPLETE AND RETURN 

•	 Parent Feedback Form  PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN 

•	 For Your Child to Keep: 

Clifford & Friends Puppets Coloring Pages 

•	 Laminated Direction Sheets: 

•	 Clifford Contents and Activities (red) 

Clifford Book Pack 

•	 Clifford Book Pack 
•	 Activities to Try 

•	 Watch the DVD and read together. What was your favorite part of the story? Did Clifford help the 
grouchy neighbor? Did he get into any trouble? 

•	 Help your child read I See My Dad Was the book easy to read? Has your child ever gone fishing. 
Talk about the things you might catch. 

•	 Help your child read At Bat. Does your family like to play baseball? Which character in the book 
hit the ball far? If Clifford tried, would he hit it far? 

•	 Help your child play with the Clifford Outdoor Fun uniset. Have them tell you a story as they move 
the different characters. 

•	 Help your child take care of Clifford. He brought a dog toy, bones and a blanket for his sleep over.  
Please remember to have your child cover up Clifford with a blanket at bed time. Don’t forget to 
read him a story. He likes that. 

•	 Help your child complete a page in the Clifford’s Sleep Over Journal. I can’t wait to see the 
fun that Clifford had at your house. (please do) 

•	 Make Clifford and Friends puppets.  Use them when you retell some of the stories 

•	 Use the directions and try and draw Clifford. 

•	 Color a Clifford coloring page. 

•	 Reread your favorite Clifford books. 

•	 Go to the library and find more books about Clifford. Let us know some of your other favorites. 

•	 Look at some other dogs.  How is Clifford different from those dogs? 

•	 Families take time to complete the Literacy Book Pack questionnaire. (please do) 

•	 HAVE FUN! 
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Activities 

• Support the story 
– Story Props for Retelling 

• Encourage the family to have fun 
• Keep an eye open at the Dollar Tree 
• Always include a writing journal 
• Feedback from the parents 

What are our parents saying? 

•	 “Our daughter loves to follow along with 
the book and sign with Bobbie Jo.” 

•	 “It was fun! All of the kids loved it.” 
•	 “Our son really looks forward to writing in 

the journal.” 
•	 “We love the books.  Everyone loved 

dressing up the snowman!” 
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Where Can I Get Book Packs?
 

•	 Can purchase some 
ready made packs 
from Lakeshore -Take 
Home Packs 
–	 http://www.lakeshorelearni 

ng.com 

•	 Web downloads 
–	 http://www.teachersbagsbo 

oksandbeyond.com 

•	 Create your own 

Where can you get sign DVD’s? 
•	 Shared Reading Book Bags 

–	 Supreme Library (100 titles) 1,600.00 + $140 per library 
for shipping & handling 

–	 http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/products/srp-bookbags-
bookmarks.html 

•	 Center for Accessible Technology in Signs 
–	 http://www.cc.gatech.edu/program/cats/ 

•	 Boys Town Press 
–	 www.boystownpress.org 
–	 Read With Me Set on DVD (set of 11) Set of 11 DVDs 

Save $17 when purchased as a set!! Our Price: $158.00 
•	 Harris Communications, Inc. 

–	 15159 Technology DriveEden Prairie, MN 55344-22771-800-825-
6758 Voice1-800-825-9187fr 

–	 Tomie DePaola library, Children’s Classics 
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Websites with Activities 

•	 www.makinglearningfun.com 
•	 www.childcareland.com 
•	 http://www.hearingjourney.com 
•	 www.kizclub.com 
•	 http://www.kellyskindergarten.com/ 
•	 http://www.senteacher.org/Print/ 
•	 http://www.plcmc.org/Services/Storytimes_to_go!/themes. 

asp 
•	 http://www.candlewick.com/ 
•	 http://www.theteachersguide.com/bookactivities.html 
•	 http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/ 
•	 http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/harperchildrens/ 

Partnering with Parents
 

PTA Family 
Reading 

Experience 

Parent/School 
Partnership 

Program 

Communication 
Group 

Family 
Literacy 

Book Packs 
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Family-School Partnership Standards
 

Welcoming All 
Families Into the 

School 
Community 

Communicating 
Effectively 

Supporting 
Student Success 

Shared Decision-
Making 

Collaborating with 
Community 

Speaking Up for 
Every Child 

PTA Family Reading Experience 
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Grades K-2 

Grades 3-5 
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PTA Family Reading Experience 

Website and Overview Video 

http://www.pta.org/familyreading 
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Questions 

Contact Information www.pattan.net
 

Leann Weinberger
 

lweinberger@pattan.net
 
610 265-7321
 

Kim Jenkins
 

kjenkins@pattan.net
 
610 265-7321
 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Tom Wolf, Governor 

Shanna Bradfield
 

sbradfield@pattan.net
 
412 826-2336
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