
>> Welcome to the -- to today’s LEA-to-LEA webinar. Our topic for this webinar is Parents and 

Teachers Building a Literacy Partnership. My name is Leanne Weinberger, and I’m here in King 

of Prussia with Colby Kaiser from Abington School District and Kim Jenkins from PaTTAN in 

King of Prussia. With us in Pittsburgh today is Shana Bradfield, from the Pittsburgh PaTTAN 

office, and Karen Radebush from Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf.  

In support of this mission, PaTTAN is implementing this LEA-to-LEA webinar series to assist 

LEAs in building and supporting school and family relationships that enhance learning for all 

students. This series is designed to impact LEAs across the Commonwealth. Next slide, please. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education Bureau of Special Education and PaTTAN’s 

commitment to the least restrictive environment is articulated on this slide. The work of this 

webinar series supports IEP teams in this consideration by providing tools and structures to help 

IEP teams envision how schools can partner with families to improve literacy outcomes for all 

students, including those with disabilities. Next slide. 

Our objective today is to share with you several strategies that have been used successfully by 

LEAs in Pennsylvania, as well as introduce you to a program that is available to all schools. All 

of these are ways that LEAs can actively support literacy learning partnerships between families 

and school. Next slide. 

Classroom teachers are not the only teachers of literacy. Although teachers may do all they can 

to provide successful literacy instruction for their students, the role of parents and other adult 

caregivers is crucial to supporting literacy skills development as well. Classroom teachers 

therefore need to ensure that communication is open to home-school partnerships. Parent 

involvement means more than getting parents into school. This type of limited involvement is 

often only available to parents who are not in full-time employment and involves only a small 

percentage of the childrens’ parents in a school. So today we’ll be looking at some innovative 

ways that LEAs have been working with families to engage them in their children’s literacy 

development. Next slide. 

The research on school and family partnerships around literacy indicates the positive influence 

these partnerships can have on student achievement in all areas related to literacy. That includes 

childrens’ oral language skills, their print and vocabulary skills, as well as enjoyment of reading. 

Correlational studies have recognized the importance of factors like the use of print in the home, 

the number of books in the home, and the frequency of parent-child book reading. Studies have 

also identified that specific home practices are more predictive of academic achievement than 

socioeconomic status. When parental involvement programs involve real reading and included 

enjoyable and easy-to-use activities that provided a connection between school and home, 

children reported reading more often at home in their free time with adults. Next slide. 

We also know from research that when parents did paired reading with their children, childrens’ 

reading accuracy and reading rates increased. And when books were reread at home by parents, 

childrens’ motivation to read increased. Next slide. 

As we begin to look at family partnerships that help build literacy skills, it’s important to clarify 

what those skills are that we are referencing. Here you see that there are many types of skills 

involved in what are considered literacy skills. The foundational skills listed here: phonological 



awareness and decoding, are skills that children need to connect learning to read words on a 

printed page with the complex oral language skills that most students in the early grades of 

school already use every day as they listen and speak. The fluency skills listed here includes the 

process of learning to use words, phrases, and sentences quickly and accurately, whether it’s in 

getting words off the printed page or using them in speaking or in writing. The language skills 

here are sometimes not all recognized as important components of a child’s ability to read, write, 

speak, and listen during classroom instruction in literacy, as well as all content areas. All of these 

skills are important for children to master and are skills that continually grow over the course of 

a child’s schooling. Next slide. 

Today, we will look at three specific parent partnership programs that are being used by schools 

in Pennsylvania. The programs are very different, yet they do have some similarities that we 

hope will be helpful to the field as schools look to strengthen partnerships with parents and their 

students. We’ll highlight the work of two LEAs and an online program. The LEA work we will 

be highlighting are the Communication Group from Abington School District, and the Family 

Literacy Workshops and Back Packs from the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. The 

online program is called PTA Family Reading Experience. Our first pres- -- presentation -- will 

be from Abington. Colby is our speaker from Abington and she’ll tell us about their 

Communication Group, which is a parent partnership program. I’ll turn the presentation over to 

Colby. Welcome, Colby. 

>> Thank you for having me. This is my fourth year of being the speech therapist for the Life 

Skills program at Roslyn Elementary School and Abington School District. I’m really happy to 

be with you today to talk about our Parent Communication Group, which started three years ago 

this month. To give you some background, the majority of our students have complex 

communication needs and over the course of my first year, the students were introduced to iPads 

with the Proloquo to Go communication app. My colleagues at the time and myself created a 

classroom-wide system that was flexible for all levels of communication, and we called it Their 

Language.  

With any new language, in order to learn it, a child must be immersed in it. They have to see it, 

hear it, use it, and it has to be all around them. It is my experience when dealing with the AC that 

for this language to be successful, we needed the parents to understand and also be successful 

with this language. We needed the parents to model the language, use the language, and have the 

expectation that this is how we would all now be communicating. In order to do this, we had to 

come together and learn together. Next slide, please. 

As we were programming the new language, we were slowly introducing it to the students and 

we introduced it to the parents through a newsletter which we had at the time and it was made up 

of shiny moments of our kids. And this is where we supported the successes that they had been 

having using the iPads in school. This begat a really nice relationship with the parents and we 

could all celebrate the weekly accomplishments of the kids in our community. We were ready in 

February to set up our first Communication Group in the school library. Our Communication 

Groups meet once a month in the evenings so that most parents can join us. We invited both 

parents and the kids to come. We supplied pizza, drinks, and snacks for dinner, and it made a 

really nice social event where everyone could come together and learn this new language.  



At first, the Communication Groups were very technical. We went over the basics of the system 

and taught them how to navigate through folders and how to program. Some of these parents are 

older than I am, so technology wasn’t a favorite for all of them, but they all did an amazing job. 

And as the parents became more savvy with the technology, we moved on to the other topics. 

Next slide, please. 

When we started our Communication Group, the goal was to have the parents learn a language 

that they could effectively learn to use with their children. It has definitely changed and grown 

over the three years since we started, and these are some of the topics that we have covered. We 

started out with basic communication using ‘yes’ ‘no’s’ and we moved onto programming the 

iPad. As the students and the parents got better and they began using more complex 

communication, we covered those and we gave the parents scripts. We had a night where we 

taught the parents how to read a story to their child using the iPad, which I will talk about a little 

bit more in a few minutes.  

We’ve also worked on playing games with their children. Uno was one of the games. Go Fish 

was another. We worked on creating meals together and how they could do that using the iPad 

with communication. We worked on using money. One time we had an OT come in and talk 

about sensory integration and she was able to talk to each of the parents and help them with the 

sensory needs of each of their children. We’ve worked on chores in the house and setting 

routines in the home. And a lot of our groups end up being parent support groups. They don’t 

always necessarily start like that, but they end like that, and that is just an added benefit of being 

able to come together every month.  

So when school ended that first year, we did not want to lose momentum from the summer, so 

we continued to meet every two to three weeks. We lost our school library during the summer, so 

the parents decided that they would host a group in their home, which was really nice and it was 

a lot of fun. The kids got to have massive playdates and the parents could come together and 

socialize while we were learning at the same time. Next slide, please. 

This was where we started to move into the community. We had our first outing at a pizza place 

and it was really nice because parents sometimes hold back at bringing their kids out. And 

sometimes even if they do take their kids out, they don’t want to really worry about the 

communication; they end up talking with -- talking for their children. So we worked with the 

parents and the kids to help them create sentences that they could use and order their own food. 

We helped them work with the person who was taking their order -- the server or the cashiers. If 

they had questions, we encouraged the parents to direct those questions to their children, instead 

of answering for them. And this was really difficult for some of the parents to do.  

Again, these were really nice social events where children were learning, parents were learning, 

and we were in our community, learning and experiencing things together. This particular photo 

is one of our students and her mother. We were at the mall and she is helping her daughter to set 

up a request for something that she wanted. I think it was at the Yogurt Store. Next slide, please. 

More in line with this webinar topic, one of our evenings covered how to read a book with their 

child using the iPad. Here we are in the group and this is in the library. You can see it’s a very 

relaxed atmosphere and everyone is very engaged with the topic and -- and working together. 

Next slide, please. 



This is the script that we gave them to follow. We read the book, The Brave Little Monster, and 

we are very specific with the parents. We want this to be something that’s really comfortable for 

them and we don’t want them to stress about it, so we want them to feel the joy that they can 

have with their children. So we have things that the parents say. It’s, you know, pretty blatant: 

Read the title, point out the monster on the cover, show your child that he has a flashlight in his 

hands. And then I’m just going to go over the first page with you.  

We have the parents ask, “How did Albert feel?” And then we instructed them to go to the 

Feelings page on their iPad and allow the child to select the feeling that corresponds to Albert’s 

feelings. Then we asked the parents to model it, “He feels scared,” and then have the child make 

the sentence and help them as needed. Now we also had to set this up because our children our at 

different levels. So another level that we could do is if they were at the yes/no level, just ask a 

yes/no question, “Did Albert feel happy, scared?” Have the child answer yes/no, and then go 

back and have the parent model He feels scared, and then have your child either hand-over-hand 

or just with visual and verbal prompts to make the sentence, and then help them as needed.  

So we want the parents to feel really good about interacting, and this was a really nice way. They 

really need this hand-to-hand communication that we are giving them. Next slide, please. 

So after three years, we have quite a few different people in our group and we’re all at different 

levels. The parents are at different levels, the kids are at different levels, so we really have to 

check in with them to see if we are giving them the things that they need, so that we can continue 

to have successful communication groups. Often -- pretty -- well, it’s once a year we send out 

surveys to the parents and we ask for suggestions from them or we ask them to email us at any 

time. We have had a few of those but typically we get most of our information through the 

surveys.  

And this is an example of one of the surveys that we gave this year, and we just kind of get their 

feelings, I want it to occur at Roslyn or I want it to be hosted by one of our families. Our group is 

so big now that it’s harder to meet with the families in their homes, although we have -- we have 

still done that. And this is a really nice way of just getting their information. They can write 

things down that they want if they feel uncomfortable saying it to us. So in closing, there is a lot 

of work scheduling, planning, emailing, and keeping the whole process upbeat. Momentum is so 

important, we have never liked to cancel a month, although we have due to snow or if kids have 

multiple illnesses. But typically, we have about six out of our ten students come with their 

parents. We have some from out -- in one of our other schools, one child has a communication 

system, and anyone who graduates is always welcome to come back to our group, and we have 

our graduates come pretty frequently, which is really nice and it keeps our connection. 

We see our parents as team members and we are team members alongside of them. They take 

ownership in being part of our team and through this Communication Group, we feel like we are 

able to meet so many more goals together because of the relationships that we have created 

through our group. Thank you very much. 

>> The next portion of our webinar -- thank you -- is going to highlight the Family Literacy 

Program from the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. Karen will also be highlighting 

their Family Literacy Workshops, along with their Family Literacy Backpack Program, and 



she’ll be sharing information about this program now, so I’m going to turn the presenting over to 

Karen. 

>> I-I’d like to thank you, Leann, and I’d like to thank Shana for enabling me to be a part of the 

workshop. I, too, just like everyone that’s participating in this is just really excited and 

encouraged by all the hard work that our families do at home, and how willing they are to take a 

little bit and run with it. I’ll share a little bit of my background and a little bit about this school. I 

hate to tell you how many years I’ve been teaching, but it’s in the 30-plus years that I’ve been 

teaching.  

And for the last 15 years or so, we’ve been doing these Family Literacy workshops at school and 

they average about three or four of them per school and we also do them in our sister school in 

Scranton and in Camp Hill. So I’ve got a lot of information regarding these Family Literacy 

workshops and a lot of topics, so if anyone out there is interested in doing them, I don’t want you 

to have to reinvent the wheel. Please feel free; my contact information is going to be at the end. 

Please feel free to contact me. I’m really happy and willing to share any of the ideas that we’ve 

used at the school, because we want you to really run with it and make it a part of what you do 

and how it works for you. Same thing for the -- for the Book Pack Literacy Lending backpack 

ideas that we can use in a school. These students have been doing them about nine years and 

anything that we have, we’re more than happy to share with you because we’d -- we’d love to 

have you make -- make it even better -- better for your families.  

So anyway, I’m going to talk first about our Family Literacy workshops, what they look like, 

what we hope comes out of them, and -- and then we’ll go with the Book Packs. Actually, the 

literacy workshop, like I said, there’s about three or four of them a year. This year at school, 

we’re having three in Scranton, there will be three in Camp Hill there’s two. And basically the 

whole premise of it is that we want to really encourage our parents to read more. Families and 

kids get copies of books. We want to expand that library of books that kids have at home, and the 

way families are engaging with each other.  

We also are always looking at ways of expanding questioning and just really having parents 

provide that positive role model that we know they all are with regards to reading in the home. 

Usually our workshops -- they cover a variety of topics. None of our topics have ever been the 

same, so I’m talking about 15 years, three different ones per year, so we’ve got lots and lots of 

these ideas that are running around. But I thought I’d share a little bit with you about what we’ve 

been covering this year with our families. The first workshop we had focused on writing literacy 

and what good writers look like and what good books that fit in with those -- look like. So we 

had books like Drop it, Rocket, with -- with single words where kids start to learn words and 

what they look like and how they are spelled. Harold and the Purple Crayon, because initially 

before you even start to read words, you’re looking at drawing things and expressing your 

feelings and drawing. And then we’ve moved to over books like Click Clack Moo and Cows that 

Type, because there’s types of writing that occurs. There’s writing for letter writing, there’s 

writing to express your ideas and -- and all those kinds of things, and it works out very well for 

the cows in that story, by the way. And -- and then we also use it -- a new book, a more advanced 

writing one and it’s called Little Red Writing, and about how the story the happens and how the 

[INAUDIBLE] and everything. But our goal really was to enable parents to be more cognizant 

about writing and -- and see the ways that they can include that into their home environment and 

ways that they can work together.  



The big goal is when the families come into the workshops, they’re going to see at least one, if 

not two or more of the stories signed and they [INAUDIBLE] because we’re coming from -- 

with -- with students who maybe have American Sign Language as their primary language, and 

parents who may be hearing and not as fluent of communicators in sign, so we want to be sure 

that the -- the parents and kids are on the same wavelength. So they get to see this story signed 

but also at the end of the workshop, the parents and the kids, they walk away with a storybook. 

They walk away with a sign DVD of those as well.  

But we want the parents and the kids to share some fun activities together with regards to those 

two. So we learn together, the kids and the parents are separated at the beginning and they learn -

- the parents learn some strategies from deaf adults, from myself, from sometimes a keynote 

speakers that come in to share with them, and the kids are with the babysitters -- the childcare. 

They’re reading stories, they’re having fun in classrooms, and then they all get together and we 

share a book together. They get to watch them and then they get to go participate in some 

activities with regards to those -- those stories.  

So they’d be playing a game about Harold and the Purple Crayon and making things with 

purple. They’ll be using a typewriter to type some of the stories from some of the letters from 

Click Clack Moo, and they’d be writing and they’d be just -- just overall, we want them to have -

- have a whole lot of fun. There’s a lot of hands-on activities, at least three or four per book, 

always one of those being with food per each area. The kids always love that. And then like I 

said, at the end of it, the -- the parents and the -- the students walk away with the book and the 

signed DVD. 

But what we’re really learning is together about what we need to know about genres, what we 

need to know about say, cultural literacy, and a whole variety of other things. Our parents were 

also asking us to provide things about the literacy in math, the literacy of social studies and 

science, so we started to cover some books with regards to those and some techniques that they 

can use as well.  

This is just an idea of what the -- the brochures look like that we send out to parents. And we do 

do advertising and we have learned that instead of like mass mailers, although we do do mass 

mailers, we do really try to contact the parents personally and say how vital they are in this 

process and how much we really appreciate their coming. And the parents really respond well to 

do that and so do the kids. We’ve thought about but we haven’t done it yet, having grade level 

competitions to see how many families, which classroom wins, and -- and they can have a pizza 

party or something. We haven’t gone to that extent yet, but we really do try and -- and encourage 

families and kids to get there.  

This is kind of what the breakdown looks like. They socialize a little bit. It’s important for 

parents -- families to feel comfortable together. They have a lot of commonality and things that 

they can talk about, so we try and give our parents time to share. Then there’s -- like you said, 

the key -- the keynote sometimes or just the instructional piece from -- from me where the 

parents and kids are split up. And then there’s time where the kids join us together and there’s 

some family activities that happen and a whole lot of storytelling. So that’s kind of what the day 

looks like. It gives you an idea of what -- what the areas look like and how the parents and the 

kids are moving around and having the goal of the day and having a lot of fun. 



And -- and so that’s kind of what the Family Literacy workshops look like. But we also have a 

Literacy Book Pack lending library that happens ongoing in our Preschool, Kindergarten and our 

First Grade classrooms. And basically they’re a book bag that contains a lot of student -- good 

literature. One -- one storybook that really is based on a read-aloud that parents can need to read 

to their child that’s probably a little bit harder reading level than their child could tackle on their 

own.  

And it’s provided -- they’re provided with the DVD that goes with that and props for the stories 

so that they can retell and a lot of fun activities. But you’ll get to see a picture of what those look 

like, too. That’s a picture of the spider one. It gives you some ideas that there’s some fun games. 

The Very Busy Spider in that one would be the one that was a little stretched because this is a 

Kindergarten classroom. Not too big of a stretch, but a stretch enough that parents should be 

doing the read-aloud and eventually we’d hope the kids would be doing the -- the storytelling. 

There’s always a writing piece to the Literacy Book Packs, because they want parents and kids to 

understand the importance and the -- and the connecting this of reading and writing. It may be as 

simple as, “Have you ever seen a spider? Could you write about it?” Or it may be for some of 

our younger kids, our Book Packs are relating more to cultural literacy and classic stories like 

The Three Pigs, The Three Bears -- a lot of the ‘threes.’  

So part of it might be, “Have you ever had porridge before?” or “What’s your favorite kind of 

cereal?” So it’s -- it’s actually getting families and kids engaged in the lending backpacks that 

goes home with the students, stays home with the students for two weeks, because some of our 

students are residents in the dorms, so they’re at school for four or five days and then they go 

home for the weekend, so it gives parents and kids a lot of time to be able to use the activities in 

the book pack and share the stories together before they have to bring them back.  

The logistics of this too are a little cumbersome in that you need to make sure you know where 

the Book Packs are, what all is involved in the Book Packs, what might not come back, what you 

need to resupply, or when you need to send a note out to the parents, “Oh, by the way, you may 

not have realized that you didn’t include the DVD for the -- for the book packs. Could you please 

return it to us?” Parents have been really good about it -- about sending everything back. But 

really, usually our rule of thumb is if it’s the book they keep, we have extras because we really 

want books in the homes of kids. We don’t get too upset about those kinds of things. Some of the 

other activities sometimes are a little harder to make or find. They might be out of print and we 

may encourage them to get those back to us if we can. 

But this gives you an idea of what it looks like. For example, for The Three Bears, this would be 

for a Preschool Literacy Book Pack. We always usually try to have them retell the story in some 

sequence or some form. We get them to talk because we’re looking at them expanding their 

language. And tying things in incidentally -- like I said, “What’s your favorite cereal at home?” 

“Oh, and you know, rolled oats is really similar to porridge. Have you ever tried it before?” “Do 

you like hot cereal?” So just encouraging them then to look at some of the concepts as well in 

this book pack, like big -- you have small, medium, large -- however you want to talk about 

them, and starting to compare sizes. “What big things can you find at home?” “What small things 

can you find at home?” Just encouraging families and kids to really be engaged in and talking 

with each other.  



We always give a laminated hard copy of the activities and what they need to remember to 

return. We always give the kids and families some projects that they can make together that they 

get to keep out of there, so just really trying to have them engaged. And then this Clifford Book 

Pack is for like the First Grade students. The reading level is higher, the writing -- what you’re 

expecting them to write -- is more intense, and the books that we’re including in there usually are 

about at the child’s independent reading level so that the parents begin to get surprised at how 

much their kids can do. And we’ve had some parents give us that kind of feedback. “I didn’t 

realize that they were reading so well.” 

And this fifth Literacy Book Pack, I love the writing activity in there. They take home a big 

stuffed Clifford and they get to write about what all he’s done with them. And they take pictures, 

some of them, and we build on the writing journal. So the first student who took it home, there’s 

not anything to build on, but the second student gets to see what the first student had done when 

they had Clifford at home. And then the second student adds theirs on through all the students 

who get to borrow the Book Pack. 

And so by the end, Clifford’s had a real -- real adventure and -- and sometimes I’m a little 

envious of some of the characters that some of the students have taken home, because some of 

them have been to Steelers games and I have not, or flying to places where I have not been. So 

it’s always exciting to see where Clifford’s been and to get to share those things together and as a 

classroom of learners for -- for the First Grade teacher as well. So it just kind of gives you an 

idea of what the -- the Clifford Book Pack and activities and ideas are.  

It may be as simple as together doing the coloring page or, you know, help your child take care 

of Clifford. You know, dogs are -- are take a lot of care. Remember, he has a dog toy, his bones, 

and his blankets, but he always needs a bedtime story, so please remember to read him a story 

before he goes to bed. Or, if you take the book Curious George home, you’re reminded that he is 

very mischievous and if you do not tell him a story, he is going to keep you up at night.  

So it’s just exciting to see how the kids and families interact with them. The book -- Book Packs 

have been a lot of fun for our families and they have sent in a lot of suggestions about some -- 

some new ones that they would like to see us put together. But we -- like I said, we always add 

some kind of support with story retelling, because we all know how critical that is to really 

understand the reading process and -- and the retell process. The goal is always to have fun. I’m 

always keeping my eye open at Dollar Tree, because there’s always some fun -- some fun thing 

that you can pick up at the Dollar Tree for not very much money that could be added into a -- a 

book pack for families.  

Writing is always critical as part of our whole reading-writing process and there’s always 

feedback forms from -- from parents. Some of the feedback that we’ve gotten, you know, “It was 

fun.” “All the kids in the family loved it.” “They all look forward to writing,” and that’s not 

always the case with kids, so it’s nice for them to be able to be encouraged to write. As -- as 

simple as, “We love the books! Everyone loved dressing up snowman!” He was from CVS, a 

little snowman, after Christmas that you actually could dress and he’d sing some songs and 

dances. He’s an all-time favorite but it didn’t really cost much to put in the backpack.  

But also there are some commercially available Literacy Book Packs. The only difference that 

we need to do with those is that because our families, some of the students are ASL users only, 



although they do speak and -- and things like that, as far as processing the information to really 

understand the story, they’d do better with an ASL story presentation. So we have to modify the 

-- the Book Packs in that we make the DVD -- signed DVD -- available and put in the backpacks 

for families to see the story. And then the encouragement is please don’t sit down and just watch 

the video with your child. You watch the video, get an idea of how to tell the story, and then try 

and tell the story with your child. Although certainly we’re not opposed to if a parent would just 

sit there and watch it with their child, but we’re really hoping that the parent and child are 

engaged in the story process.  

These Book Packs are available through Lakeshore. They’re a pretty inexpensive way to get a 

whole literacy library put together, and they too have activities for kids that always involve some 

kind of writing. But I’m -- I’m also a big advocate of if you can, create your own. Or if you want 

to, create and make the ones that we use even better, because I’m -- like I said at the beginning, 

really willing to share any of that information with anyone who might like to do it. The Literacy 

Backpacks that we’ve put together already and what they look like. And we probably have I’m 

thinking about 30 of them that we’ve put together on our own that are independent of -- of any of 

these Literacy Book Packs.  

I also included if you’re interested in some signed library information where you can find some 

signed storybooks for -- for students who may be deaf and hard of hearing in your district, that 

you’re interested in -- in having some signed stories, that’s -- that’s some places where you can 

get them and they’re readily -- readily available. And there’s just also some of the places where 

we get some of the great activities that go with some of our Family Literacy workshops 

activities, as well as in some of our Book Packs -- the ideas that we put in there for families. So 

that’s basically what it looks like for us at [INAUDIBLE]. And like I said, at any point in time if 

you really would like copies of any of those things, I’d really just be excited to share. So thanks! 

>> Okay, this is Leanne. Thank you very much, Karen. That was really great to hear from you. 

Another excellent program that another LEA is using. So I’m going to take a few minutes now to 

look with you at a third option that we’re highlighting today, and that is the PTA Family Reading 

Experience, which is a literacy program available online. Next slide, please. 

So what you see on this slide are the National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships. 

The -- the PTA standard that’s most connected to the family reading experience is supporting 

school success and it’s critical that we support student success by partnering with parents to get 

them involved in support their student’s learning at home. If you are interested, there are 

modules on the PaTTAN website as well for each of the PTA standards. We are in the process of 

looking at those and updating them, so if you don’t see them immediately, look back in a -- oh, 

another week or two and see if you can see something more updated.  

So I just want to review before we leave this slide, what the PTA standards are. Standard number 

one is welcoming all families. Number two is communicating effectively. Standard three is 

supporting student success. Standard four is speaking up for every child. Five is shared decision 

making and Standard six is collaborating with the community. Next slide, please. 

So the PTA Family Reading Experience is a specific program that’s ready to use and 

downloadable for anyone who’s interested out there. The materials are available in both English, 

as well as in Spanish. Family engagement and early literacy skills are two critical factors that 



determines childrens’ success in school and beyond. PTA Reading Experience is a national 

program that brings these two elements together by engaging families of children in Grades 

Kindergarten through Five, in fun, school-based literacy events. These special events are 

uniquely designed to teach parents about reading fundamentals and to give them tools to help 

their children become better readers. The PTA Family Reading Experience is one way that a 

local PTA can use the national standards for PTA for family-school partnerships to enhance 

student achievement.  

There are two bands in this program. There is the K -- Kindergarten to Second Grade band and 

the Third to Fifth Grade band. Local PTAs are encouraged to host between two and four events 

every year, with at least one of these events scheduled during March, which is National Reading 

Month. The PTA Family Reading Experience offers families the opportunity to visit a variety of 

learning stations developed by this PTA, in partnership with Reading Teachers. At every station, 

parents engage in creative activities with their children to learn fun, easy ways that can be 

reinforcing to the literacy skills that they’re learning in school at home throughout the year. Turn 

the next slide, please. 

Some PTA Family Reading Experience features are your choice of four child-friendly themes to 

enhance families’ experiences. In addition to being incorporated into each learning station, 

themes provide a focus for reading lists, posters, and flyers. They even offer opportunities for 

families to dress up with costumes and props for added fun. The themes include Arm Safari, 

Under the Sea, Around the World, and Out of this World.  

These activities highlight all of the literacy domains: phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, 

comprehension, and vocabulary, using both physical books as well as eBooks. Families can use 

the take-home activities to continue to support their child’s learning outside of school. What you 

see on this slide is an example of a comprehension station that could be set up for families to 

enjoy together. That’s part of the K-2 band. Next slide, please. 

This shows an example of a fluency station that could be set up for the Grade Three to Five band. 

Most parents understand that talking and singing to babies and reading to toddlers and young 

children is important. However, the role of families in literacy doesn’t end when children enter 

school. A continuous partnership between families, schools, and communities encourages 

childrens’ growth in this critical area of learning. Parents don’t have to know or consciously 

practice the five literacy domains to help their children become successful readers and learners. 

Even parents’ own literacy levels are not the most important factor. What matters most is a 

caregiver’s interest, involvement, and concern for their child’s literacy skills. Next slide, please. 

The PTA Family Reading Experience does have materials that are all ready for you as a PTA or 

as a school to download. There are sample parent letters, flyers, morning announcements, 

newsletter articles, and materials to send home to extend learning, for example, that are available 

for download on this website. Next slide, please. 

So what you see here is the bottom of the screen, there is a web address where you’ll find the 

Family PTA Reading Experience and there is an overview video once you go to that website. We 

won’t be sharing that with you, but if you go to the website, you’ll be able to click on that and 

get a little more information. There are also links to all of the other materials in that website once 

you get in there. Next slide, please. 



We welcome any questions that you may have about this webinar. Please email your questions to 

us at the addresses on this next slide that we’re going to share. And we will make sure that your 

question gets to the right person. Thank you so much for being with us today and have a 

wonderful rest of the day. 


