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ESL Planned Instruction 
Webinar 1 

Know Your Students 

October 9, 2014 
Ana Sainz de la Peña 

Paula Zucker 
Connie E Cochran 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

PaTTAN’s Mission 

The mission of the Pennsylvania Training 
and Technical Assistance Network 
(PaTTAN) is to support the efforts and 
initiatives of the Bureau of Special 
Education, and to build the capacity of local 
educational agencies to serve students who 
receive special education services. 
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive 
Environment (LRE) 

Recognizing that the placement decision is 

an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

team decision, our goal for each child is to 

ensure IEP teams begin with the general 

education setting with the use of 

supplementary aids and services before 

considering a more restrictive environment.
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Act 48 

1. This is the first of a series of three webinars, 
if you want to be awarded Act 48 credits, 
you must participate in all three events. 

2. There are participants that use one 
computer and participate in pairs or small 
groups, if that is your case, please email 
Marie Strobel at MStrobel@pattan.net to 
inform her of your participation. 

3. Participants will be required to complete a 
survey at the end of the series. 
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Outcome 

Participants will demonstrate knowledge of ELLs 
by aligning their ESL planned instruction 
objectives to: 
• language development 
• academic history 
• socio-cultural environment 

Teaching and Learning 

• Teachers don’t teach content in the abstract; 
they need to make connections to students’ 
lives. 

• In order to ensure student learning, therefore, 
teachers must know not only their subject 
content and its related pedagogy, but the 
students to whom they wish to teach that 
content. 
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Student Learning 

1.	 Students learn through active intellectual engagement 
with content. 

2.	 While there are patterns in cognitive, social, and 
emotional developmental stages typical of different age 
groups, students learn in their individual ways. 

3.	 In addition, the family and cultural backgrounds of 
ELLs must be considered when planning lessons 
and identifying resources that will ensure their      
learning. 

3 Ideas 

•	 It is first about learning, not teaching 
•	 We teach ELLs with the goal of becoming 

English language proficient in social and academic 
language, so they can succeed and exit the ESL 
Program. 

•	 Learning involves processes of apprenticeship. 

Dr. Aida Walqui 

4 



 

 
    

     
     

 
   

10/6/2014
 

Culturally Responsive Educational Systems 

People 

Policies Practices 

www.nccrest.org 

Supporting Social Competence, 
Academic Achievement and Safety 

SYSTEMS 

Supporting 
Staff Behavior 

OUTCOMES 

Multi‐Tiered 
System of 
Support 

Supporting 
Student Supporting 

Achievement & Decision 
Behavior Making 
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Planned instruction is a process.
 

LEARN 

PLAN 

IMPLEMENT REFLECT 

REFINE 

A Framework for Teaching: 
Components of Professional Practice 

10/6/2014 pbevan 12 

Domain 4:  Professional 
Responsibilities 
•Reflecting on Teaching 
•Maintaining Accurate Records 
•Communicating with Families 
•Participating in a Professional 
Community 
•Growing and Developing Professionally 
•Showing Professionalism 

Domain 3:  Instruction 
•Communicating with Students 
•Using Questioning and Discussion 
Techniques 

•Engaging Students in Learning 
•Using Assessment in Instruction 
•Demonstrating Flexibility and   

Responsiveness 

Domain 1:  Planning and Preparation 
•Demonstrating Knowledge of Content 

and Pedagogy 
•Demonstrating Knowledge of Students 
•Setting Instructional Outcomes 
•Demonstrating Knowledge of Resources 
•Designing Coherent Instruction 
•Designing Student Assessments 

Domain 2:  The Classroom 
Environment 
•Creating an Environment of Respect 

and Rapport 
•Establishing a Culture for Learning 
•Managing Classroom Procedures 
•Managing Student Behavior 
•Organizing Physical Space 
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ESL Program(the BEC) 

(1)planned instruction by a qualified ESL or 
bilingual program teacher(s) 

(2)adaptations/modifications in the delivery of 
content instruction by all teachers based on 
the student’s language proficiency level and 
the Pennsylvania Language Proficiency 
Standards (PA ELPS) for ELLs as well as the 
Pennsylvania academic standards. 

ESL Planned instruction requires: 

Deep knowledge of the students for whom you are 

planning instruction, 

Deep knowledge of PA English Language Proficiency 

Standards (ELPS), PA Core Standards and WIDA 

Performance Definitions. 

Deep knowledge of assessment measures, including 

forms and functions, WIDA Speaking and Writing 

Rubrics, and Model Performance Indicators (MPIs)
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Diversity of ELLs 

• Long-Term ELLs 
• Migrant ELLs 
• Refugees 
• Language (L1) Distance from English 
• LFS or SIFE – Students with Interrupted 

Formal Education 
• ELLs with IEPs (gifted or disabled) 
• Highly Schooled Newcomers 
• ELLs born in the US 

ACCESS for ELLs RESULTS
 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

Year 1 5,358 8,514 14,599 10,723 3,003 645 

Year 2 4,871 7,345 13,078 9,676 3,996 1,009 

Year 3 5,331 7,056 13,393 10,905 5,562 1,215 

16 

8 



10/6/2014
 

K-2 

Consider: 
•	 Students who are born in the U.S. 
 Knowledge of English 
 Familiarity with American culture 
 Some may have been in pre-school programs 

•	 Newcomers 
 Some may have had no prior schooling 
 Some may have interrupted L1 literacy skills 
 Some may have limited experience in appropriate 

classroom behaviors 

Grades 3-5 

•	 ELLs born in the U.S., who have been in the ESL 
program for more than three years, should be en 
route to exit. For such students, aim toward the next level 
of proficiency. 

•	 Newcomers who enter ESL Program in Grades 3-5 have 
literacy skills in L1 

•	 Newcomers must be taught the behaviors of      
U.S. school 

•	 Shareholders must understand that students go 
through the process of acculturation 
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Grades 6-8 

• ELLs, who have been in the ESL Program since 
K, should be exited within this grade cluster. 

• If an ELL has an IEP, the IEP Team (including 
the ESL teacher) should determine whether 
the student can benefit from participating in 
the ESL Program or not. 

Grades 9-12 

• ELLs who have been in the ESL Program since Grade 
4 should be exited within this grade cluster 

•	 Newcomers who enter ESL Program in Grades 9-12 
have literacy skills in L1, as well as school experience and 
content knowledge. 

• Refugee students who arrived with interrupted 
education must be provided with a coordinated 
effort to support their discreet social and academic 
needs. 

• A consistent and equitable system to award 
credits must be in place. 

• Parents and students should be part of a discussion 
regarding graduation and post-graduation goals. 
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Six Key Principles for ELL Instruction 

•	 Instruction focuses on providing ELLs with 
opportunities to engage in discipline- specific 
practices which are designed to build conceptual 
understanding and language competence in 
tandem. 

•	 Instruction leverages ELLs’ home language(s), 
cultural assets, and prior knowledge. 

Six Key Principles for ELL Instruction 

•	 Standards-aligned instruction for ELLs is rigorous, 
grade-level appropriate, and provides deliberate 
and appropriate scaffolds. 

•	 Instruction moves ELLs forward by taking into 
account their English proficiency level(s) and prior 
schooling experiences. 
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Six Key Principles for ELL Instruction 

•	 Instruction fosters ELLs’ autonomy by equipping 
them with the strategies necessary to comprehend 
and use language in a variety of academic 
settings. 

•	 Diagnostic tools and formative assessment 
practices are employed to measure students’ 
content knowledge, academic language 
competence, and participation in disciplinary 
practices. 

Analyze the data 

• Examine ACCESS for ELLs scores in all four 
domains 

• Examine W-APT scores 
• Examine PSSA scores 
• Examine P-VASS data 
• Examine reading and mathematics Benchmarks 
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“The time spent in asking specific questions about 
a student’s background will yield benefits in 
planning assessment and instruction. The formal 
and home literacy experiences of ELLs will also 
provide insights about their instructional needs.” 
A Cultural, Linguistic, and Ecological Framework for 
Response to Intervention with English Language Learners 

What needs to happen? 

A systematic process for examining the specific 
background variables or ecologies of ELLs that 
impact academic achievement in a U.S. classroom; 
 first and second language proficiency, 
educational history including bilingual models, 

interrupted education, rural schools, length of 
school year and day, 

 immigration pattern, 
socioeconomic status, and 
cultures 
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Next Steps 

In order to develop the ESL Planned Instruction 

objectives, make sure to review:
 
PA ELP Standards (www.pdesas.org)
 
WIDA Performance Definitions (handout)
 
PA Core Standards (www.pdesas.org) 


PI Format: scope and sequence by grade or cluster 

Students First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 

Standards (PA Core & ELP) 

Objectives: 
- WIDA Performance Definitions 
- PA Core  Standards  

Assessments: 
- WIDA Can Do Descriptors 
- WIDA Speaking and Writing Rubrics 
- W-APT  
- ACCESS for ELLs sample items 
- Model Performance Indicators 

Materials & Resources 

Links: 
- Life experiences
 
- Culture (American and Native)
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“Our future rests on the promise of the next 
generation. Accordingly, we must develop the 
capacity to respond to an increasingly diverse 
student population, and ensure that these and all 
children develop to their fullest potential. By 
building on the cultural wisdom and linguistic 
knowledge students bring with them, we can help 
all children succeed.” 
A Cultural, Linguistic, and Ecological Framework for 
Response to Intervention with English Language Learners 

Resources 

NCCREST 
www.nccrest.org/briefs/Framework_for_RtII 
SAS www.pdesas.org 
Understanding Language www.ell.stanford.edu/ 
West Ed www.wested.org/aida_walqui 
WIDA www.wida.us 
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Act 48 

1. This is the first of a series of three webinars, 
if you want to be awarded Act 48 credits, 
you must participate in all three events. 

2. There are participants that use one 
computer and participate in pairs or small 
groups, if that is your case, please email 
Marie Strobel at MStrobel@pattan.net to 
inform her of your participation. 

3. Participants will be required to complete a 
survey at the end of the series. 

Contact Information www.pattan.net
 

Victor Rodriguez-Diaz 
Assistant Director 
vrodriguezdiaz@pattan.net 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Tom Corbett, Governor 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 

Carolyn C. Dumaresq, Ed.D., 
Acting Secretary of Education 

Patricia Hozella Director 
Bureau of Special Education 

16 

mailto:vrodriguezdiaz@pattan.net
http:www.pattan.net
mailto:MStrobel@pattan.net

