
   >> Good afternoon everyone.  My name's John Machella.  I'm the Bureau of Special 

Education Advisor responsible for Alternate Assessments.  And I'd like to welcome you all to the 

first in a series of webinars that we're going to be sponsoring this year regarding some of the 

changes that have come up with Alternate Assessments and we're going to begin by getting into 

a lot of the information in this first round very shortly.  But before we begin, is there a way that 

you can raise your hand and actually -- so that we know that you're specifically hearing us?  Try 

that again.  Could you raise your hand on your screen so that we can see specifically that you 

are hearing the broadcast? 

   >> John, you don't need to raise hands.  It's turned off.  Thank you. 

   >> Okay.  All right, thank you.  Okay, so today joining you will be Sharon Leonard who's one 

of our consultants here at PaTTAN Harrisburg.  She is going to be doing the majority of the 

session regarding the very important information about the eligible content, assessment, and 

instruction and I'll be giving you some information about some of the changes that have 

occurred over the past several months and the direction that we're going.  So Sharon has a few 

things that she wants to review right now. 

   >> Good afternoon, everyone.  Thank you so much for joining us.  We're very excited about all 

of this work and we're very excited about this opportunity to get it out to you.  A couple things; 

we want to encourage you to ask questions.  There is a control panel; the ability -- there's a box 

that fits questions.  Please type in your questions.  We have someone monitoring these 

questions and those that are related to the content today, we are going to compile those and 

make an [INDISCERNIBLE] for you  and we're going to post this after the session today onto 

the PaTTAN website and we'll show you that later on in the session where you can find that 

information.  We also want you to know that there's a link that's sitting in the chat box that will 



get you to the handouts if you weren't already able to download the PowerPoint for today.  But 

it'll be there and again, we'll post it up on the PaTTAN website following this session. 

   So our objectives today, what we want to accomplish with everyone is we want to get you 

familiar with this new alternate eligible content as it aligns to the PA Core Standards.  And we'll 

define what that reduced depth and breadth is, what that looks like, what are the expectations 

for students with significant cognitive disabilities to know and be able to do.  We'll show you 

where to locate and read alternate eligible content.  I myself was a teacher of students with life 

skill support needs for many,  many years and I know I'd be dying right now right to get to my 

grade level to look at what are the expectations for my kids and we're going to get there.  We're 

going to show you that.  We're also going to take a little brief step into looking at alternate 

eligible content and what that looks like with a measurable goal and objectives in an IEP.  And 

I'm going to take a moment right now to thank everyone that answered the survey that we put 

with this registration because it gave us information about what you want to know in regard to 

this alternate eligible content and we'll share with you where we're going based upon that input 

from you.  But thank you so much. 

   We want to also emphasis while today is an overview and we're looking at that alternate 

eligible content and we're thinking about that PASA, that PA alternate assessment.  We want 

you to understand all of this is connected.  It's connected into everything that's being asked of 

you in classrooms, being connected to what it is that your student needs to know and be able to 

do as well.  It's all about the student learning objectives that you as teachers need to write to be 

able to demonstrate student learning.  It's around standards aligned IEPs, effective instruction 

because assessment does not stand alone.  It is really the instruction that drives the effective 

and that continuous circle.  And at the very heart of it there are students and how do they show 

us what they know?  How do they take in information?  So that is really going to be pivotal in our 

conversation over this next year or two as we transition into this content. 



   >> Okay, I'm going to talk about some of the changes that put us on this road to alternate 

eligible content.  And it really started back in the spring of this past year when the Pennsylvania 

Academic Standards were replaced with the Pennsylvania Core Standards.  And once that 

occurred, then there were requirements that we had to adhere to regarding the statewide 

assessments that we use for accountability purposes.  So, therefore, the PSSA and PASA had 

to begin a process to align to the newly adopted Core Standards.  And regarding the PSSA, 

they started on that path and not long after the standards were passed and really set us up in 

the alternate assessment with a nice blueprint to work from. 

   In addition to what happened at the state level, there were basic foundations for change that 

happened at the federal level and some of the requirements that our state along with all the 

other states had to meet were the Race to the Top and our ESEA waiver and those were things 

that had to be put in place.  The next component was the College and Career Ready Standards, 

our PA Core Standards had to align with College and Career Ready Standards.  So those were 

developed at the federal level and that was another blueprint that we had to follow.  With those 

the alignment not only took in basic education, but it also took in students with disabilities and 

also those with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  In addition at our state level, we also 

have which you probably are all aware of now is the Educator Effectiveness Evaluation System 

which also includes the results from state assessments that are used for accountability 

purposes. 

   Regarding the PA Core Standards, again they went into effect March 4th of 2014.  And just a 

little bit about the process for PSSA; staff from the Bureau of Accountability and Assessment 

and others developed committees that identified the important content for the assessment.  

From that point, and it really, in my opinion, fits in nicely.  They developed assessment anchors 

and eligible content that is used for the assessment.  And that was the foundation when we 

began our work or to think about our work back in March of 2014, that was our basis for a 



starting point where we wanted to start.  And it was before we had Alternate Standards, we had 

a variety of different ways for our state to address students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities.  But when you look at it and it seemed very simplistic to me that to look at what was 

done at the PSSA with their development of the assessment anchors and the eligible content 

and our plan was not to develop alternate assessment anchors, not to develop -- that wasn't our 

focus.  Where we focused and the only part that we really drove home was the alternate eligible 

content and I think the process which I'll explain briefly worked very well over the past several 

months to get us into where we are right now. 

   >> Okay, the alternate eligible content if you want to think about it as the goals of all of the 

input that goes into this alternate eligible content.  When you look at it, we want you to think 

about it identifying the upper boundary of performance when we think about students with 

significant cognitive disabilities.  All of us on this webinar who's worked with students with 

significant cognitive disabilities realize within that 1 percent range, there is a huge range of 

performance.  And so even within one classroom you can have kids functioning at so many 

different levels.  So as we look at this content today, please keep in mind what you're looking at 

is that upper level.  That is the upper target, but that doesn't mean that as we align into it that 

we can't have students demonstrating success along different trajectories towards that upper 

boundary. 

   We also want you to know that the goal of the alternate eligible content is really to modify 

targets that are aligned directly into what all students need to know and be able to do.  And the 

alternate eligible content is really going to be used first and foremost to help design resources 

that help teachers with instruction and support learning aligned to these targets.  And it also is 

going to be used to create material that we assess that instruction in regard to students with 

significant cognitive disabilities. 



   So let's take a closer look at this alignment process.  Just to set the stage when we think 

about for all kids, Pennsylvania has a system in place where we have PA Core Standards and 

under those PA Core Standards there are very broad statements and they're called assessment 

anchors.  And there are assessment descriptors that help us understand the assessment 

anchors a little bit better.  And then it drills down to very specific pieces of information that 

students need to know and be able to do and that's called eligible content. 

   So when the state examines looking at the development of an aligned content for students 

with the most significant cognitive disabilities, they will put designing Pennsylvania Alternate 

Eligible Content.  In grades 3 to 8, you're going to see the content is aligned directly in from the 

PA Core Standards.  To the left of your screen, you see the PA assessment anchors which has 

descriptors aligned directly to the PA Core.  They drill into the PA eligible content, that PSSA 

assessment pieces for students of what they need to know and be able to do.  And then it drills 

down using that same target, that same line, looking at PA alternate eligible content with a 

reduced depth and breadth and it's aligned to the PA Core. 

   Grade 11 looks just a little bit differently.  Grade 11 as you are aware at the high school level 

after grade 8, Pennsylvania has a part of this while assessing students through what are called 

keystone exams.  Pennsylvania made a decision and in the Department of Ed that they were 

not going to have alternate keystone assessments.  But we still are required to provide an 

accountability of assessment at grade 11.  So what was determined as we were taking the PA 

Core Standards as described in Chapter 4 and then we reduced the depth and breadth of these 

standards to design the grade 11 PA alternate eligible content that followed a fluent contingency 

from the grades 3 to 8. 

   So how did this process occur?  The process occurred in grades 3 to 8 using the anchors as I 

described, the PSSA anchors and eligible content that are aligned in [INAUDIBLE].  Grade 11 



used the PA Core Standards and went directly to our reduced depth and breadth of the 

alternate eligible content.  This was done with content experts and teachers from across 

Pennsylvania, from across the different [INDISCERNIBLE] of Pennsylvania, from the different 

demographic areas, from the city to the rural areas to the suburban areas to develop a draft 

alternate eligible content in all grades, 3 to 8 and grade 11.  We also went out across 

conferences that PaTTAN holds in the summer that attracts different venues of folks that 

provide opportunities for parents and other stakeholders to get involved.  And we also provided 

an online menu for folks to review the content and provide feedback.  That was all pulled 

together and then another small group reviewed this feedback and following that, it went to an 

expert outside of Pennsylvania and as a result we have what is called the PA Alternate Eligible 

Content. 

   >> All right, some of the implications for the PA alternate assessment we're going to review at 

this time.  Regarding accountability decisions, there was a pen link that was sent out to the field 

several months ago that kind of gave an update as to what specifically we were doing in 

Pennsylvania regarding the PASA for accountability.  And the way it stands now, we're going to 

continue to use the current PASA.  We used it in the 2014-15 year for accountability and we will 

be using the PASA for accountability purposes in 2015.  So those of you who are actually 

administering the alternate assessment, the PASA for this upcoming year, the enrollment 

window's open and you're probably fully aware of that process getting ready for the 

assessments. 

   In addition, as Sharon mentioned, too, with the accountability decisions that it was important 

for us to have that alignment of the alternate eligible content to the PSSA anchors and the 

eligible content.  That was a big piece that we're very well along in the process at this point in 

time.  Also for this upcoming year for the PASA which will be used for accountability, we will 

also be field testing items that are aligned to the PA Core Standards during that assessment.  



I'm not sure of the actual number of items, but they will be included in the field test for the 

upcoming PASA for 2015.  In addition to that and the Bureau of Special Education and I'll make 

a change now and this has just happened recently.  But typically the way things were 

established at PDE, well, there's lots of different bureaus, but we had a bureau of accountability 

and assessment and we also have the bureau of teaching and learning.  Well, during the course 

that was probably, oh six weeks or so ago or a little bit longer ago, that there was a decision 

made to combine and realign those bureaus and it's now called the Bureau of Curriculum 

Assessment and Instruction and I don't know if they'll have an acronym for that, but that's the 

new combined bureaus that handle both the instruction and the assessment and accountability 

sides.  But we work together on a lot of different aspects of what we're doing with the alternate 

assessment so our journey as far as what we've been doing so far as Sharon mentioned was 

getting content experts and special education teachers and outside experts.  We'll continue with 

our alignment and item development and field test processes. 

  And one other item to note and just so that you're aware of this, as per the current 

Pennsylvania policy, the writing part of the PASA will continue to be assessed locally.  It's not 

part of the revised spring 2015 PASA. 

   Some of the consortiums that Pennsylvania is currently involved with at the national level; two 

basic ones that are listed, the National Center and State Collaborative or the NCSC.  We had 

voluntarily participated in a pilot which will be winding down in a few days.  As far as getting 

some information from their alternate assessment, there is I'd say approximately 12 to 15 states 

that are involved in that consortium and we're not using the NCSC alternate assessment for our 

operational test or anything for accountability.  But we did want to participate in the pilot in order 

to gather information from our teachers and from our test coordinators regarding the 

administration of a computer based assessment to assist us with our decision making 

processes for 2016 regarding the alternate assessment. 



   The second group that we work with is Dynamic Learning Maps or DLM.  Again, we're part of 

their consortium.  We're a national voting member, however, we're again just the same as the 

NCSC; not participating in their operational tests, but we are going to be participating in one of 

their field tests that are coming up shortly within about a week or so.  And that will go -- I think 

it's around November 14th through December 20th.  But again, we're going to ask for teacher 

volunteers to administer the DLM assessment with students with significant cognitive disabilities 

so that, again, we can gather more information for our decision making process. 

   Now, the important part that I see from my perspective in all this and I think Sharon laid it out 

nicely for you to begin to get an understanding of how we started and how that eligible content 

is going to be used for instructional purpose.  And I think that once you begin to get a good 

understanding as to what's been done, I think you're going to be pleasantly surprised that the 

information that you receive is going to make sense to you.  I know any time that you use the 

word we're going to change things in a system, it brings anxiety to everyone thinking, you know, 

not knowing what's going to be there.  But I think we've taken great efforts to try to make this a 

very meaningful and understandable process so that we try to alleviate as much anxiety as 

possible so that you're not overwhelmed with these changes. 

   >> Okay, let's take a look at alternate eligible content.  I wanted to remind you about some of 

the big ideas about this alternate eligible content.  As part of the reduced depth and the breadth 

of it, there is not going to be a one to one match for every PA Core Standard or every piece of 

PSSA eligible content.  That is reduced breadth.  And the number of pieces of alternate eligible 

content is going to vary by grade and by standards.  Some standards will have a couple pieces 

of alternate eligible content, some will have none.  So it's going to vary and these were 

decisions that were made by the stakeholders that took part in determining what was most 

important for students with significant cognitive disabilities to know and be able to do. 



   And remember, the alternate eligible content represents the highest level of achievement for 

students who are eligible for the assessment.  And the other piece that we have been holding 

true to with this particular content, the alternate eligible content we have not been referencing as 

an acronym.  We know Special Ed is full of acronyms, but we want to be very clear about it is 

that we're talking about not only to those of us who are out there teaching and working with 

students with significant cognitive disabilities, but to our parents and to our stakeholders who 

are also a big part of the process. 

   So what is reduced depth and breadth and what does this look like?  We're going to start with 

an example in grade 8 and this is English Language Art.  And we laid it out for you so you can 

see the alignment all the way through.  You see your PA Core Standards. This is in literature.  

And it's talking about analyzing modern works of fiction using themes, patterns of events, 

character types.  You see your anchor.  Remember I told you it's very, very broad.  And then we 

get down and drill to what is it that all students need to know and be able to do through the 

PSSA eligible content.  And you see how they are asking students to analyze modern works of 

fiction drawing on themes, patterns of events, character types, myths, traditional stories 

including descriptions of how is the material new.   

   So as our team starts together and as we've got the input across the state and to online 

venues, this is what was determined to be a piece of eligible content that was important for 

students with significant cognitive disabilities to know and be able to do.  Identify similarities and 

differences in a modern work of fiction and a traditional story.  I'd like to ask you to take a 

minute where you're at, take a look at the PSSA eligible content, look at the alternate eligible 

content, and jot down what is the difference?  What reduces that depth and breadth?  What was 

changed?  What was taken out?  What was differentiated in order for students with significant 

cognitive disabilities to access this content?  Take a minute and jot it down.  If you have a friend 



right near you, you can talk to them.  And if you're watching this on the recorded version, there 

is a recorded version.  Also take a minute and think about that. 

   What reduces the depth and breadth?  The PSSA eligible content wants us to analyze it.  

Let's take a look at the verbs.  What are they asking the kids to do?  Around what?  What are 

our nouns?  What are the themes?  Is the modern work of fiction that has themes, patterns of 

events, character types?  And how is the material rendered new?  We really reduced it.  We 

looked at instead of analyzing it became identify.  And similarities and differences were 

identified.  But we didn't ask students to look specifically at themes, patterns of events or 

character types.  Myths were excluded.  We did not need to describe what's new in the updated 

version.  We just wanted them to look at a traditional story and a new version and what's the 

same, what's different? 

   Let's look at another example and we tried to as we pulled the examples together to cut 

across all grades.  So we want to make sure that as you're on this today or watching it through 

the recorded version, it's a grade level that you work with specifically is touched.  Here's an 

example of grade 11 math.  And this was applying properties of rational and irrational numbers 

to solve real world or mathematical problems.  And here's the PA alternate eligible content that 

teams of teachers, high school, life skills and MBS teachers, high school math content teachers 

sat and discussed and pulled apart and came up with convert between a rational number to a 

decimal in real life scenario.  Take a minute and I want you to think about what makes that 

reduced depth and breadth.  And then together, we're going to take a look at a poem and I'm 

going to ask you to vote on what you think reduces the depth and breadth.  So write it down, get 

it in your head.  What was changed?  And I'm going to ask for a poll to be pulled up for 11th 

grade math.  It's coming up on the screen.  And then we need you to click on what best 

describes what you were thinking makes the difference. 



   Okay?  Let's take a look at our poll results.  Okay, 74% of you said all of the above.  If you 

answered any of those you would be correct because actually all of them reduce by depth and 

breadth.  So it requires rational numbers only.  We're not asking students with significant 

cognitive disabilities to start working with irrational numbers.  They took applying properties to 

just converting.  It was limited to real life scenarios so when we think about money or 

measurement.  And so it actually encompassed all of the above. 

   So let's take a look at another example.  We want to take you through different grade levels.  

Here's grade 4.  Take a moment and read that to yourself the PA Core Standards.  Here's the 

PSSA eligible content and here's your PASA alternate eligible content.  There's actually two 

pieces that go with this particular standard.  Take a minute, jot down what it is that changed.  

What was reduced in depth and breadth?  Look at some of your verbs.  Look at your nouns.  

What is it that was changed?  Okay?  I'm going to ask them to open the poll.  And go ahead and 

vote. 

   Okay, let's take a look at the poll results.  And again at 81% said all of the above.  And if you 

answered any of them, all of the answers were correct.  When we look at this particular one, 

when we look at these two pieces of content, again compare and contrast changes to identify.  

Similarities and differences is limited either first or third person.  And typical kids are going to 

have to know both.  Identify could be similarities or differences.  And only a single text is 

referenced.  We're not asking to go through a cross multiple text. 

   So here is grade 11 ELA.  Let's take a look at this one.  And this is literature.  Okay?  I wanted 

to make sure you can see my screen.  And I'm just double checking to make sure my screen 

can be read. I'm checking with my organizers.  Okay.  Looks like everyone can see my screen 

now.  Let's take a look at 11th grade ELA.  This is literature in 11th grade.  So remember there 

is not 11th grade eligible content as we are not going with the eligible content of the pieces, but 



we're going directly from the standard.  Here's the PA Core Standard as it appears in Chapter 4 

and two pieces of alternate eligible content.  Jot down what it is or in your head.  You're 

probably getting pretty good at this.  What is reduced in depth and breadth?  Okay?  Do you 

want to open the poll?  Okay, having a little technical difficulty.  I appreciate everyone's patience 

staying with us again.  All of the above.  There was no objective summary required.  The 

analyzed changes to sequence main events, relationships are already stated.  And determining 

the theme is limited to one text.  So we can close the poll.  Okay.  You should be able to see my 

screen.  And we just talked about the pieces that reduce in depth and breadth.   

   Take a look at grade 3.  Okay?  We're having again technical difficulty with seeing my screen.  

They're working on that.  I see half of you can see my screen.  Now 99% of you should be able 

to see my screen.  Third grade math.  This is very interesting.  When we look at third grade 

math, third grade has many, many alternate eligible content standards.  I'm taking a look at my 

screen.  Okay.  We're going to pause this.  We're going to just check -- thank you for being 

patient with our technical difficulty.  Okay.  We are working on this.  If you have your PowerPoint 

in front of you, you can see that the grade 3 math example is about place value understanding 

and properties of operation.  To perform multi-digit arithmetic that's the PA Core Standard.  And 

the PSSA eligible content asks us for all kids that two and three digit whole numbers limiting 

some 100 to a thousand or subjecting two and three digit numbers.  The PA alternate eligible 

content talks about two pieces of information.  The first one is to demonstrate understanding of 

addition with small sets.  And the second piece is to demonstrate understand subtraction with 

small sets.   

   So thinking about that, when we think about reducing the depth and breadth of that PSSA 

eligible content.  Can we go to the poll and see if people can, from what they've heard, the 

PSSA eligible content asked students to add two and three digit whole numbers 100 through a 

thousand or subtract two and three digit numbers from three digit whole numbers.  The PSSA 



alternate eligible content talks about demonstrating understanding a PA essay.  Also 

demonstrating understanding addition with small sets.  And demonstrate understanding of 

subtraction with small sets.  What reduced the depth and breadth there?  If you can see the poll, 

go ahead and vote.  An excellent yes.  All of the above were correct, but the sums of 100 to a 

thousand were reduced to small sets.  We can ask students, you know, to demonstrate addition 

by putting things together.  Pushing things apart, showing subtraction.  Addition and subtraction 

were pushed into two pieces, two subsets of information that students need to know and be able 

to do.  And computation was replaced with demonstrating understanding.  Okay. 

   As they continue to work on it, we have one more and I'm going to try to talk you through this 

one.  And this a grade 6 math and the PSSA eligible content, and if you have your PowerPoint 

in front of you, we have it in the PowerPoint, talks about writing, interpreting, and explaining 

statements of order for rational numbers in real world context.  An example they give is -3 

degrees Celsius is greater than -7 Celsius.  In order for students to demonstrate they 

understand the fact that 3 degrees Celsius is warmer than -7 degrees Celsius.  Our alternate 

eligible content is select an appropriate meaning of a negative integer in a real world situation.  

So think about that.  Select the appropriate meaning of a negative integer in a real world 

situation.  The PSSA eligible content, write, interpret, and explain statements of order for 

rational numbers in real world context.  So let's vote.  Here's the alternate eligible content again.  

Select the appropriate meaning of a negative integer in a real world situation. 

   Excellent.  And let's take a look at the poll results.  If you answered of them, you'd be correct.  

Since they're not expected to write or explain or interpret, interpretation really becomes 

selecting the appropriate meaning.  So the students are going to have choices.  And it gives it a 

real world, real life understanding to what that is.  They're not required to order rational numbers 

which is what all students need to know and be able to do.  However, this is clearly connected in 

to what all students in sixth grade are learning in regard to math.  Okay. 



   I am so hoping you can see my screen now.  This is an additional example.  We want you to 

take a look at what this looks like when you are looking at this, when you get to look at this on 

the PaTTAN website.  We're going to show you how to get there.  You're going to see it looks 

different than how we had it organized, but this is the example in grades 3 to 8 you're going to 

see the documents organized in this particular way.  Here's grade 5 ELA and grade 5 ELA 

shows us that your core standards are listed.  Your assessment anchor, that broad statement of 

what the context is of this.  This is informational text.  You're going to see the descriptor for your 

anchor and then you're going to see the eligible content.  And if you go straight across, that's 

the PSSA eligible content and what all students need to know and be able to do.  Then you see 

our alternate eligible content code and your alternate eligible content will be then to the right. 

   So for example quoting accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and drawing inferences in the alternate eligible content, students are going to have to be able to 

demonstrate understanding of key ideas and details in non-fiction.  And also with that particular 

eligible content, we're going to ask them to locate information from the text to answer literal and 

inferential questions.  And again, remember this is the top.  This is where when you think about 

that wide range of students in that 1%, this is at the absolute top where we'd be heading and it 

will be definitely scaffold back from there for all the different levels that we assess with our 

PASA. 

   Here's example of grade 7 math and I hope you're working on it, but when you go onto the 

website, you're going to see -- okay, it looks like 75% of folks, a hundred percent can now see 

my screen.  I am hoping that you are looking at the 7th grade math.  It's also set up in the same 

way.  You have your PA Core Standards.  You're going to see your reporting category of 

expressions and equations.  This is algebra.  The assessment anchor is very broad.  Here's the 

descriptor and then your PSSA eligible content followed by the eligible content over to the right.  

The alternate eligible content.  As you can see, it's a reduced graph.  Not every piece of eligible 



content has alternate eligible content assigned to it.  And you'll notice that when you go on and 

take a look at this content for yourself.  

   Here's an example of grade 11 and grade 11 looks at the standards and then goes directly to 

the reduced depth and breadth.  Here's an example in ELA of what you're going to see of how 

it's laid out.  It is a little bit different because we do not have the PSSA because there is no 

PSSA in 11th grade eligible content.  Here's an example of grade 11 math.  As you can see with 

every standard, there's not going to be eligible content and that is indicated within these 

documents. 

   So where can you find the alternate eligible content?  I'm giving it a minute for us to catch up 

here.  The alternate eligible content can be found on the PaTTAN website.  You could go to the 

PaTTAN, www.pattan.net and the directions are on the screen.  You click on the initiative tab, 

scroll and click on students with significant cognitive disabilities, and then click on the alternate 

assessment in the box to the right.  I'm going to demonstrate that for you.  Waiting for my screen 

to catch up.  And my screen is not catching up with yours.  I'm going to back to the PowerPoint 

and see if that gets up to our view.  Okay.  I'm going to see if I can click on this to get us there.  I 

thank you again with your patience with our technical difficulties.  And if you're familiar with the 

PaTTAN website, I'm going to try one more time.  The PaTTAN website has initiative tabs, an 

initiative, the word initiative across the top.  And when you click on that on the right hand side, 

you'll see students with significant cognitive disabilities.  And when you click on that, you'll see 

alternate assessment right on the right hand side and that will take you to the alternate eligible 

content. 

   I see it doesn't like me going out online so I'm going to keep going in lieu of our time.  To give 

you a little flavor and taste of what we're going to offer with the next webinar, and that's going to 

be Standards Aligned IEPs.  Based upon your overwhelming response to the survey, this came 



in at number one.  But you as a collective, as teachers and folks interested in this content want 

to learn about how to design goals and objectives with the alternate eligible content.  So that is 

what we're going to focus on next time.  But I wanted to give you a sample and there's a sample 

in the PowerPoint you can download.  And we use that third grade example with the alternate 

eligible content of demonstrating understanding of additions with small sets, demonstrating 

understanding of subtraction with small sets. 

   And based upon a hypothetical student and thinking about basing it on a hypothetical student 

data and this is the student that shows some skill level of putting things together, the goal is set 

and counting to a certain amount, the goal was set to solve small set additions and subtraction 

problems up to 20 using a measure of schooling five out of five correct responses on three 

consecutive trials.  And then the supporting objectives to back up and this particular student is 

going to be solving two digits by one digit using visual cues and prompts and concrete 

manipulatives, probably place value blocks, picture icons.  And they'll build theirselves up to 20 

through these supporting objectives. 

   Communication avenues.  This is most important because we want to hear from you.  We 

want you to be a big part of what it is that we're doing with all of this work and rolling it out 

because what's happening with you, boots on the ground, in the classroom is critical to making 

this applicable for you.  So what we're going to do is if you go to the web page and go to the 

PaTTAN alternate assessment web page that you can find through the directions that are on the 

PowerPoint.  You can sign up for a list serve and you can sign up to volunteer.  We really are 

looking for volunteers.  We have lots of people signed up, but we want to make sure we don't 

miss you.   

   Some things might involve pulling people together to design resources whether it's here at this 

PaTTAN or a PaTTAN office somewhere else in the state or at a local IU.  We may be asking 



folks to help design curriculum maps.  We're looking at that as an option to help support you in 

the field.  We are also wanting input on these presentations and the next one that's coming up is 

on IEPs.  So we're looking for folks to be willing with, you know, enough time ahead prior to the 

next session to review the materials that are going to be used and to provide feedback and what 

else do you want to hear and see?  What's important?  What isn't necessary?  So your feedback 

about what you see and hear comes from all of you.  So we're going to ask you to go there and 

sign up.  And my email is at the end of this as well as John's so if you have questions or have 

difficulty signing up or finding these websites, please contact us. 

  And finally based upon your impact we will have two future webinars.  The next one will be 

December 17th from 3:30 to 4:30 and it will be focused on writing standards aligned IEPs.  And 

then the following one will be on January 14th thinking about how do we instruct, getting started, 

thinking about instruction with math and ELA using the alternate eligible content.  So these are 

coming up.  Look for information for that will be coming out to help you with registering for these 

events.  It will come out, you sign up for both of these, you will receive 48 credits.  We are 

looking to get this as a part of this process and we'll get more feedback from you as we go 

along for what is really most important for you to learn as this content becomes important to 

students that we teach in our classroom. 

   I want to thank you for your time and your patience today and for this information.  We're 

excited.  We're excited to hear from you and how this is impacting in your classrooms and your 

instruction and you roll it forth.  We're already out with teachers and you may be sitting out there 

and we thank you for your willingness to learn this information and be able to work with this in 

your classrooms.  Please feel free to contact Dr. Machella or myself with additional questions 

and we thank you very much and have a good evening. 


