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Step 1: Choose an image that meets at least  
one of these criteria: 

 relates to something that you teach, 

 connects to a personal experience,  

 inspires questions. 

 

Irresistible Invitations  
to Thinking 

Rhonda Bondie 
Fordham University 

rbondie@fordham.edu 

Understanding Goal:  
Seekers often find things 

Agenda 
Explore how learning with primary 

sources develops our ability, 
sensitivity, and inclination to think. 

 

Model learning routines that 
enable students to deepen their 
understanding of the curriculum. 

What 
makes an 
invitation  

impossible 
to resist? 

Irresistible Invitations 
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Irresistible 

invitations to 

thinking 

Images Draw You In 

1. Add a question that would draw  
students into discussing the image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Share your name, image, why you chose the 

image, and the question. 

Ways to Differentiate 

Differentiation can 
occur across… 

Content 
Process 
Product 
 

The images 
 
The questions students use to engage 
with the images 
 
The share out or work product at the 
end of the activity 
 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/cwnyhs:@field(DOCID+@lit(aj88004))
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Look at EXAMPLE 1 (Content) 

 Which primary source would you assign to an 

 English Language Learner? Why? 

 

Look at EXAMPLE 2 (Process) 

 Are these questions equally rigorous? What makes 

 you say that? 

 

Look at EXAMPLE 3 (Product) 

 Are these products differentiated? Would you offer 

 these options in your classroom? Why or why not? 

 What kinds of  learners might you give each 

 assignment to? 
 

 

 

 

You’re invited to be… 

Zoom-In 
Inquiry 

Examine primary source clues 
carefully.  Determine what you see 

and what questions you might ask to 
“get the big picture”. 
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What do you see? 

Describe who you see in this image. 
 
Where do you think this image was taken? 

What new people or  
things do you see? 

 
When do you think this  

image was taken? 

Make a hypothesis about what is 
happening in this picture. 

What new evidence do you have to support  
or shift your hypothesis?  

Why do you think this image was created? 
Spectators standing on a dirt road, looking at a house damaged by a tornado. Illinois  

1928. Photographs from the Chicago Daily News, 1902-1933 American Memory, 

Library of  Congress 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/cdnhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/cdnhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/cdnhome.html
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Thinking about your Thinking 
• How did your 

perception of the image 
change as you saw 
more of the image? 
 

• Why did your 
hypothesis change? 
 

• What questions did the 
image leave you with? 

Understanding the “big picture” 

How might we describe the 
relationship between humans 

and nature? 

Claim Support Question 
? 

What do we know about the relationship between  
humans and nature? 

Claim Support Connection 

What do we know about the relationship between  
humans and nature? 

 Examine these images to determine how they 
help us understand the relationship between 
humans and nature. 

Galveston disaster, I'm 
glad Ise living 

Library of Congress 
Prints and 

Photographs Division  

Survivors of the earthquake, 
Messina, Sicily, Italy 
Library of Congress  

Prints and Photographs Division  

Under the descending fury of 
 Mt. Pelee, Martinique 
Library of Congress  

Prints and Photographs Division  

Stream pollution. City dump. 
Dubuque, Iowa 

Library of Congress  
Prints and Photographs Division  

Zoom-In Inquiry offers 

irresistible invitations  

to thinking 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3c23885))+@field(COLLID+stereo))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b33742))+@field(COLLID+stereo))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/fsaall:@field(NUMBER+@band(fsa+8c36073))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3c08497))+@field(COLLID+cph))
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You’re invited to be 

Curious 
Curious 

 Wonder 

 Ask questions 

 Observe closely 

 Find problems 

 Be playful 

You’re invited to be… 

Intellectually  

Careful 

Intellectually Careful 

 Evaluate Evidence 

 Alert for errors 

 Check for accuracy 

 Corroborate information 

 Justify opinions with 

evidence 

You’re invited to be… 

Reflective 

Reflective 
 Compare a  product to criteria 

 Evaluate a process 

 Seek understanding 

 Gather other opinions 

 Consider relationship between parts 

and a whole 
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Can you  

Crop It? 
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Common Core Learning Anchor Learning 
Standards Reading K-12:  

Key Ideas and Details 
 

1. Read closely to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to 

support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Chronological Thinking 

Common Core Learning Anchor Learning 
Standards Reading K-12:  

Craft and Structure 
 

 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a 

text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

 

Historical Comprehension 

Common Core Learning Anchor Learning 
Standards Reading K-12:  

Key Ideas and Details 
 

 

 6. Assess how point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and style of a text. 
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Historical Analysis and Interpretation Historical Research Capabilities 

You’re invited to be… 

52 

Interesting and Useful 

Note two things 
 
1. (+) What you want to do 
 
2. () Why this would be useful for your  
     students and for you 

Hands On Differentiation 

Digital Primary Sources 

  

Rhonda Bondie, Ph.D. 

Fordham University 

rbondie@fordham.edu 

 

Can you  

Crop It? 

mailto:rbondie@fordham.edu


4/23/2014 

10 

Step One: Choose an Image 
 

Choose an image that meets at least one  
of these criteria: 

 
 Connects to an experience that you have had, 
 Relates to something that you know a lot 

about 
 Leaves you with questions 

 

Crop to the part of the image 
that caught your eye first. 

  Think:  
Why did you notice this part? 

Crop to show who or what 
the image is about. 

  Think:  
Why is this person or  
thing important? 

What kind of details help us know 
who something is about? 

Details or evidence that might give 
us information 

Famous person 

Name written 

Location 

Hat 
Tool 
Badge 

Crop to a clue that shows 
where the image takes place. 

    Think:  
    What kind of clues help us  

  identify a place? 

What kind of details help us know 
where something takes place? 

Details or evidence that might give 
us information 

Name in Title 

Landmark 

Landscape/Trees 

Transportation 

Buildings 

Sign 
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Crop to a clue that shows 
when the image takes place. 

  Think:  
What helps us recognize time? 

What kind of details help us know 
when something takes place? 

Details or evidence that might give 
us information 

Sun 

Clock 

Season 

Clothes 

Technology 

Transportation 

Crop to show  
tension or a problem. 

  Think:  
Do you see other problems? 

What kind of details help us 
recognize problems or tension? 

Details or evidence that might give 
us information 

Broken window 

Gaze or stare of people 

Something fragile 

Weapon 

Sign 

Something uneven or out of balance 

Crop to show the  
most important part. 

  Think:  
Whose point of view does this 
part express? 

Step Three: See the Story 
 

We are going to use the 
image to tell a story using 

three crops 
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Brainstorm criteria for each 
part of a story. 

 
1. Engaging Beginning 
2. High Point Middle 
3. Memorable Ending 

We are going to use the 
image to tell a story… 

       Think:  
Does your crop meet our criteria for 
engaging beginnings? 

Crop to show  
an engaging beginning. 

We are going to use the 
image to tell a story… 

       Think:  
What makes a story interesting? 

Crop to show  
an high point middle. 

We are going to use the 
image to tell a story… 

        Think:  
Why do we remember stories? 

Crop to show  
an memorable ending. 

Step Four: Share the Story 

Join with a partner and determine who will 
share their crops first. 

 
Do not begin to share stories. 

Share the Crops  
in Three Rounds 

1. Share Crops in silence. Partner thinks of story 
that might be heard while looking at the crops. 
 

2. Share Crops a second time. This time the 
partner shares the story out loud as the person 
creates the crops. 
 

3. Share the Crops a third time. This time the 
person who created the crops shares the story 
that he/she created. 
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Think about Your Learning 

 What did you learn about our topic? 
 
 What did you learn about looking at 

images? 
 
 When in life might someone use Crop It to 

help them understand something? 

What might 

come next after 

Crop It? 

Crop It offers irresistible 

invitations to thinking 

 

You’re invited to be… 

Strategic 

Strategic 

 Set goals 

 Take action 

 Evaluate and revise plans 

 Use knowledge to make 

decisions 

 Reason through problems 

 

You’re invited to be… 

Creative 
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Creative 
 Create novel 

solutions 

 Make unusual 

connections 

 Combine ideas 

 Rearrange elements 

into new patterns 

 

 

 

You’re invited to be… 

Interest Lies in Complexity 

 

 

How many people are in this picture? 

Interest Lies in Complexity 

 

 

 

 

How many people are in this picture? 

Interest Lies in Complexity 

 

 

 

 

How many people are in this picture? 

Interest Lies in Complexity 

 

 

 

 

How many people are in this picture? 

? 
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You’re invited to be… 
 Why do you think this is the case? 

 What would have to change in order for …? 

 What’s another way you might…? 

 What criteria did you use to …? 

 When have you experienced something like 

this before? 

 What do you assume to be true about…? 

 What is the connection between…and…? 

 What sort of impact do you think…? 

 

Life in a Box Life in a Box 

Examine clues one at a time to determine whose 

life these clues represent and what this evidence 

might tell us about the person. 

Describe: Describe what you see and determine 

what the item might be. 

Guess: Guess whose life this item represents. 

Wonder: What might this tell us about their life? 

 

Describe  Guess  Wonder Describe        Guess 
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Wonder 
Describe            Guess 

Wonder Describe             Guess 

Describe        Guess Wonder 
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Describe  Guess  Wonder Confirm    Surprise   Research 

Alexander 

Graham Bell 

Life in a Box offers  

irresistible invitations  

to thinking 

 

You’re invited to be… 

Adventurous 

Adventurous 
 Explore alternative views 

 Open minded 

 Think with a wide scope 

 Seek understanding 

You’re invited to be… 

 Collaborative 
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Collaborative  

 Share ideas with others 

 Ask clarifying questions 

 Value the opinions of others 

 Build learning through interaction 

 You’re invited to be… 

What other 

invitations 

did you 

experience? 

 Look 

 Label 

 Sort 

 

 
Mix-up your sources and  

Look, Label, and Sort in a new way. 

Give your exhibition a title that inspires thinking about an 

important idea that your sources describe. 
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Visitor 

 Describe 

 Question 

 Guess 

 

Sorter 

 Listen 

 Explain 

 Revise 

 

 

   The Exhibition Standards 
Important 

Themes 

Discussion 
 

 How does sorting and the exhibition 

(viewing/receiving feedback) build 

understanding? 

 

 Why might this routine be differentiated? 

How? 

You’re invited to be… 

Adventurous 

Adventurous 
 Explore alternative views 

 Open minded 

 Think with a wide scope 

 Seek understanding 

You’re invited to be… 

Intellectually  

Careful 
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Intellectually Careful 

 Evaluate Evidence 

 Alert for errors 

 Check for accuracy 

 Corroborate information 

 Justify opinions with 

evidence 

You’re invited to be… 

 Collaborative 

Collaborative  

 Share ideas with others 

 Ask clarifying questions 

 Value the opinions of others 

 Build learning through interaction 

Thinking Routines 

 Work the first time 

 

 Very few steps 

 

 Widely applicable 

 

 Create engagement 

 

 Ageless 

 

 

 Invoke high level 

thinking 

 

 Can be made visible 

 

 Can be used  

individually or in a group 

Understanding Goal:  
Seekers often find things 

Write down take away 

ideas from our learning 

together that you can use 

in your work setting. 
 

1.     

 

 

2.     

 

 

3.      

Talk – Think - Open Exchange 

Talk 
Think 

Repeat 
once for 
each person 
in your 
group 

Open Exchange 

Task 

Listener 

Presenter 

Listener 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/images/wooden_tool_box.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/product_info.php?products_id=157&usg=__lxEY0W2u_L95YOeCEyeVhQgJoIQ=&h=392&w=450&sz=26&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=igmOKquvc6DdLM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=tool+box&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SKPB_en&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/images/wooden_tool_box.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/product_info.php?products_id=157&usg=__lxEY0W2u_L95YOeCEyeVhQgJoIQ=&h=392&w=450&sz=26&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=igmOKquvc6DdLM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=tool+box&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SKPB_en&tbs=isch:1
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Differentiated Instruction is the thoughtful response to academic 

diversity  in a learning community that is precise, effective, and 

efficient. 

 
A thoughtful response is a sequence of decisions that enable learners to take charge  

of their own learning. 

 

 Academic diversity is the individual priorities that impact learning outcomes.  

 

Learning Communities are people who engage in building a culture where learning 

with and from each other is valued and visible. 

 

Precise is match between instructional goals and learning outcomes. 

 

Effective is learner performance/product shows evidence of growth toward 

instructional goals. 

 

Efficient is amount of time is appropriate for amount of learning shown in student 

work/performance. 

Bondie, R. 2010  

Questions 

Irresistible invitations  
to thinking 

Using Disciplinary Knowledge to 

Find Meaning 

Benton, T. (1947). Achelous and Hercules. Smithsonian American Art Museum.  

What do you see? What is the most important part of  this painting? 

In this painting, is progress good? 

What kinds of  shapes, colors, and lines do you see? 

 

Why did the artist choose these shapes, colors, and lines?  

 

What is the artist telling us? 

 

What is missing from this mural? 

 

What might a mural look like today that expresses the same idea? Sketch the mural 

that you might paint. 

 

In this painting, is progress good? What makes you say that? 

Artist How is the story told through this mural similar to the song America the 

Beautiful, Greek myth, Achelous and Hercules, or the folktale, Paul 

Bunyan?  

 

How are the stories different? 

 

After comparing the story with the mural, what new things do you see in 

the mural? 

 

What is missing from this mural? 

 

In this painting, is progress good? What makes you say that? 

Author 

http://americanart.si.edu/search/search_artworks1.cfm?StartRow=1&ConID=358&format=long
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Historian How does this mural explain American’s movement west (use these 

economic terms: production, consumption, supply, and demand in your 

response). 

 

What perspective about expansion might this mural represent? What is 

missing from this mural? 

 

What natural resources might be scare in this mural? What might be the 

opportunity cost of  using this resource? 

 

In this painting, is progress good? What makes you say that? 

List the different resources in the mural. How are the resources connected? 

 

What needs might be met with these resources? 

 

What is missing from this mural? 

 

How does the environment affect how people live? 

 

In this painting, is progress good? What makes you say that? 

Scientist 

Using Disciplinary Knowledge to 

Find Meaning 

Benton, T. (1947). Achelous and Hercules. Smithsonian American Art Museum.  

Is progress good? Who benefits from progress? 

What is the relationship between humans and nature? 

http://americanart.si.edu/search/search_artworks1.cfm?StartRow=1&ConID=358&format=long

