
>> Please join me in welcoming Djenne-Amal Morris. 

>> Well, I said to Becky that, you know, karma has a way of biting you in the butt because when I got 

married--actually when I met my husband 30 years ago, believe it or not, I know I only look 22 but, you 

know, good genes and makeup.  When I met him, my grandmother was in her 60s and I had another 

grandmother in her 80s.  Both lived one almost to a hundred and one until 91.  And Michael looked at me 

one day and said, "You know, Djenne, I'm only your first husband because the women in your family live 

really long time."  So now I can text him when I'm done and say, "I've got a second husband, they've set 

me up."  We had easy times.  Well, not quite, you know, Scotland in a--in a castle, I am so, so happy to 

be here.  Speaking of time as we were driving in, the last time I was in Pennsylvania I was about 19.  And 

I drove down--I was working at Harvard University at a summer camp for inner city, children who really 

had never been out of the Boston proper or Cambridge.  And so I had a bright idea, let's take them to 

Pennsylvania Dutch country.  And everyone else looked at me like I had lost my mind.  You're going to 

take nine girls, prepubescent and pubescent girls in a van and the only person helping you was a 16-year 

old to--from Boston to Pennsylvania, Dutch.  We had a blast and it's cathartic that I am here.  So maybe I 

won't tell you how many years later but it's just wonderful to be here kind--and it's really in line of what I'm 

talking about today.  I was a different person then than I am now and it's just exciting that that was a great 

moment and this is going to be a great moment.  Thank you so much for having me.  I really, really 

appreciate to Becky and to everyone that invited me down.  So today with your permission for the next 

couple of minutes, I'd like to take you on a journey.  And I'd like this journey to be one that we embark on 

together.  Yes.  I'll share my story, bits of my story and the experiences for my own personal journey.  But 

more importantly, I invite you as parents, as service providers, professionals, whoever you are, fill in the 

blank to open wide the doors of your journey, the doors and the windows of your journey as much as 

you're capable of and willing to.  Because this is a journey that we're really on together, this is our world.  

We have children that fit into--I hate categories, but that low incidence category.  Children that whether 

we have given birth to them, we have them in our care, we're taking care of them, we are teaching them, 

educating them that have significant challenges but they also bring us significant joys.  So, that's the 

journey that I'd like to invite you on today.  The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen 

or even touched.  They must be felt with the heart.  Anyone know who that is?  Helen Kelly, yes.  One of 

my favorite.  I'd like to share with you three things; they've been so many more, but three main areas that 

have helped me to see clearer over the years.  Anyone that I'm dating myself know the song "I Can See 

Clearly Now"?  Okay.  Yeah.  The ones that laugh.  Yes.  Now, "I can see clearly now the rain is gone.  I 

can see all obstacles in my way."  You know, I read that the other day and I said, "I'm so glad I didn't use 

that song, that's an awful song."  It's a great song but when we are working with our children, it just 

doesn't fit.  So, that's why it's entitled what I'm going to share with you, I Can See Clearer Now.  The three 

things that have helped me creating and recreating a vision for my child, for my family, for my profession 

and I'm going to invite you to do that for yourselves.  And then we're going to talk about how do we 

sustain that.  When life gets hard, how do we sustain that vision and how do we share that vision?  



Jonathan Swift says, "Vision is the art of seeing what is invisible to others."  You know, we've been given 

an amazing task but a unique task as parents, professional service providers, just as people in the care of 

these children to see beyond what out children present to us on the surface.  And then to organize that 

vision around what our children need.  It's not tunnel vision, it's not narrow vision; it's more of a holistic 

vision seeing the big picture not only with the children we serve but with the families that we serve as 

well.  You know, I invite you to ask yourself, "Who do I see myself as?"  As a parent, as a professional, 

just as a person.  "Who do I see my child as and their capabilities?  What are their needs?"  If we have 

that vision, if we can hold that vision, that will help us to create what is best for them in their lives.  But it 

also helped us to see to let them lead us in creating what is best for them in their lives.  So often as a 

parent, we think, "Okay.  We have to figure it out.  I know I can feel that way."  And sometimes I just want 

a crystal ball, you know, what's next, so that I can put it all into a neat--a neat package because my 

children absolutely can't do it for themselves.  But I've learned that once I step back and watch the 

children, they're really the ones that are leading me.  Sometimes we have to recreate a vision.  I was 

talking to a parent last night.  She said, creating a vision is easy, just kind of, you know, trying to--this is 

what we all want for our children, this is what we want for our lives.  But sometimes we have to recall to 

recreate a vision.  And it takes looking at things like we haven't ever before.  That's what I had to do in my 

life starting--well, 03/04/96, hold that day in your mind.  But just to tell you a little bit about myself and if 

you want to know more, really my secrets come to the--my second session, that's when I really let it all 

hang out literally.  But I was raised in New York City with grandparents and a single mom.  I'm the oldest 

of three girls.  And my life--in my life I thought I'm going to go to college.  I'm going to become a famous 

psychiatrist or psychologist.  I'm going to have a penthouse office/apartment on Clark Avenue, you know, 

marry my childhood sweetheart and life will be fine.  Have three, four kids, you know, with a nanny, of 

course, you know, life will be fine.  Then I woke up, that crystal ball had a little bit of a crack in it.  My--you 

know, I believe there are things in our lives, pivotal times in our life that really alter change encourage our 

vision and that are some of the things I'd like to share with you today.  When I was in high school, I think I 

was a high school junior and I wanted to--I knew that I had to graduate and, you know, the class I needed 

to graduate but this actually I was a senior and I was trying to get out of high school quick.  I thought what 

of a gut classes, remember those classes?  The gut classes I can go in and sail through and just get out 

of here and get on with the rest of my life.  So sign language was offered.  There was an American Sign 

Language class offered and it was the first and I thought, "I could do that, that's easy."  And the teacher 

was real cute too.  So I figured, you know, couple friends of mine and I, we decided we're just going to 

take that class.  That class and that experience was one of the things that changed my life.  We were 

learning sign language and it was probably about mid semester that--and we were up--it was a big cities 

high schools, we were up on the seventh floor.  But going out to the buses in the afternoon I noticed there 

were kids who were signing that were coming out of the basement to get to their buses.  And I thought--

well, obviously they must be deaf or hard of hearing, I didn't know the terms at that time.  I said, "Why are 

they down there and we're up here learning sign language?"  You know, and I was raised by a mom who, 



you know, say, "Speak up, change the system."  You know, she was--she couldn't get enough of 

protesting, let's say that.  She said, "If you don't get what you want, we'll have a seat-in in the school."  I 

said, "Mom, let me just talk to the principal, it's okay."  But we did and our class ended up helping to 

mainstream.  We didn't call it van, that van, if I knew what I do then.  The class who--of children who were 

deaf and hard of hearing in our sign language class.  We said, "If we are trying to learn their language, 

why are we not in the same classes then?  It doesn't make sense."  That was an amazing opportunity and 

that's when I really started to learn how to sign.  And I had this another cute guy, you know, in high 

school, you know, you got to--who would sit with me and he was--he would--we took the bus together, he 

would make me sign and that was my introduction to deaf culture.  In college, I was a psychology major, 

again, you know, Clark Avenue, high rise, nanny.  I said, "Well, I need a job.  I had an opportunity to work 

with deaf adults."  Another kind of stepping stone in my journey.  That was very interesting.  I went from 

high school students to adults that were old enough to be my mom and father.  And then I learned a lot 

there.  Some things that I don't want to repeat, but I did learn a lot.  Fast forward, I ended up marrying my 

childhood sweetheart, the love of my life and we've been married 22 years.  And again, I thought we 

would just, you know, he was a businessman, I was going to be the psychologist again and life took 

another turn.  We were asked to go into the ministry.  Now, what for me, from the Bronx to Boston to the 

ministry, what did I have to offer?  But I said, okay, well, I felt the calling and we went into the ministry and 

served in the ministry for eight years.  Again, the crystal ball was changing.  It wasn't what I thought or 

what I wanted it to be.  I had our first child, 02/01/95.  Did I get right?  He always says I get it wrong.  We 

were on our way.  Couple months later, I knew I was going to have another one, 03/04/96, my world 

stopped.  We knew we were having a boy, we're very excited.  Named him Malik-Asante Lamar and that 

means, "The king that we are thankful for who is destined to do great things."  Big name for a little boy.  

When Malik was born, he was whisked away immediately.  I didn't see him for another--probably about 12 

hours.  Malik was born with his esophagus that stopped here and the rest of it was connected to his 

windpipe and that kind of started the rollercoaster.  Here I was, I had a one year old at home and I was in 

the hospital constantly with Malik.  He was taken right from where we gave birth to the Children's Hospital 

in Boston.  And it turned out that he had tracheoesophageal fistula, he had coloboma, he had a hole in his 

heart, AV canal defect, and we found this out all in the first two days of life.  So it literally took me from--I 

was blinded from one world--really two worlds, the world that I thought was going to be my life into this--

and then the world that was my life into this world that I had no idea.  I didn't know the language, I didn't 

know the smell, I didn't know that--what it tastes, so I didn't know anything about it.  I didn't know what it 

sounded like and here I was in this world.  By Malik's--by the time he was six weeks old, he had the 

tracheoesophageal fixed, he had a G2 and he had his heart fixed.  But he never came home.  When we 

did bring him home at about six or seven weeks, he had to go right back and he just was in constant 

distress one thing after another.  So my vision was, it wasn't seeing too good, too well.  But you know, as 

vision does, it drives the goals that we create.  We may not see clearly how we're going to get there but 

the goals that we have, we have to see clearly.  But it's important for them to be fluent and flexible and 



that's what I learned in the first several years of Malik's life to be fluent and flexible.  And not only Malik's 

life, I had a one year that was coming up as well.  A lot of times we can think that it's just the child with the 

special need but it's the whole family that gets affected.  As our kids grow and change even in the 

smallest way, our vision becomes a little clearer with them, a little clearer.  Each goal met is a step closer 

to a larger vision and that's what I have to hold on too for Malik that he could be educated, that he could 

live first of all.  Be educated, be whoever he was going to be, be a great member of the society.  And 

that's the vision I held onto.  When one door opens--well, I'm sorry, when one door of happiness closes, 

another opens.  But so often we look at the close door that we do not see the one that is open for us.  

That's what Malik's life did for our family.  It opened so many doors and so many windows.  Like I shared 

in the beginning, the only thing that brought me here before is a bunch of teenagers in a van and now 

here I am again, very honored to share my life with you.  But when we tried to sustain and maintain this 

vision that's where I think the challenges can come.  That's where reality can become blinded by the 

external issues in our lives.  It become--we can't see straight, things can get blurry.  How do we sustain 

that when things happen like that, when our plan is changed, when the crystal ball is not looking so 

crystal anymore?  You know, I remember being there with the doctor saying, "Is he going to live?  Is he 

going to eat?  Is he going to walk?"  Even with the educators, the professionals that work with him.  I 

wanted a script.  How many of us parents want a script that they can follow, right?  We want a script.  And 

I was very blessed to have very honest professionals in my life that said, "We're going to have to see."  

Because they didn't know, none of us know.  What did I do?  I touched something, sorry.  When that 

reality becomes blinded by the extra wishes, think about some in your life that work, school, moving.  If I 

move from one place to another, how's the education system going to be?  You know, I talked to another 

family last night.  They said, "They just don't get it."  We want the same services.  We moved 10 years 

ago from Boston to North Carolina and had to advocate and fight for services.  I thought it was seamless.  

I did my homework.  Someone didn't get the memo.  The health of your child, it could also be internal 

struggles that can blind us.  When Malik was about three, Michael and I was still in the ministry.  We had 

an inner-city ministry in Boston about--almost 200 people and about--and within that ministry people 

spoke about five or six different languages.  It was intense, incredible opportunity.  And we--I had Imani 

and I had Malik and we were kind of going along just trying to do the ministry but with a very, very sick 

child and raised another child.  And I had a very wise woman come to me once and said, "Something is 

not right."  And then I was taught smiling, you know, put on the lip-gloss and keep it moving.  We can--we 

can make it happen, right?  You know, as women we can do that, you know.  And she sat me down and 

she said, "Your -- something isn't right."  And I really had to get honest with myself.  I really had to get 

honest with myself.  And I know that I bargained with God.  I said to God, well, Malik isn't getting better.  

He's--he was so sick at this point.  And we were just--we had to leave five minutes from the hospital so 

that we could get there quickly.  Even before the ambulance could get there I had to be able to drive 

there.  So, I said, okay.  Remind you we're in the ministry.  You know, so it's supposed to be the whole 

year, you know, the example for everyone and I just thought, "God, just--if you want to take him, it's okay.  



I'll be sad, I'll be devastated but I can do that.  Or let Malik stay here on earth and be healthy.  So take 

him or let him live and be healthy."  Guess what God did.  Neither one and I was furious but of course I 

couldn't say that, you know, God forbid, I'm going to get struck by a lightning, you know.  And that was a--

I shared that because that was a time that it hit my faith and I just--but I had to make a decision.  My 

choice was does Malik and my family need a bitter and angry wife and mother?  Or can I take what I have 

been given and make it into something great?  Two lessons I learned.  Number one, can't bargain with 

God.  That's one lesson.  That doesn't work.  But I decided I'm not going to live my life teetering on the 

fence of wanting a normal child and having one with a disability because that is an uncomfortable place to 

be.  And after 18 years I can say I'm glad I jumped the fence, I really can.  We ended up leaving the 

ministry because it was just too much to try to handle what Malik's illnesses and I needed to stay home as 

a fulltime parent.  I started working with volunteering at Malik's school.  He went to Perkins School for the 

Blind, wonderful, wonderful place with wonderful teachers there.  So I decided, you know, I want to do 

something to get involved and I just started working there.  I'm sorry, I started volunteering there and I 

was there every day.  I just needed to learn.  I mean they--I was a sponge.  Tell me more about deaf-

blindness.  Tell me more about what Malik had.  At that point we didn't.  He was not diagnosed.  At three-

year-old--three years old he was diagnosed with the CHARGE syndrome.  I was there so much.  I said at 

one day, "You need to offer me a job, I'm here so much running this and doing this."  Little way, that was 

a Thursday.  Monday, I got a call from the president.  "We have a job for you.  Do you want to run the 

parent group here at Perkins?"  And that begin my other--my next journey of being a family specialist with 

children who are deaf, deaf-blind, multi-handicapped.  Again, I was a sponge.  I just wanted to learn so 

much about not only what Malik had and how to help him but how to help other families.  I figured if I'm 

going to be in this I'm going to take someone else with me.  Not them, but I'm going to take them up.  And 

so my decision was to walk with others through this journey.  I wasn't clear then how I was going to do 

that.  It was just starting to happen.  Without vision, people perish.  You know, our life lessons, think of the 

life lessons that you have.  It gave me the courage to do what I do.  The big picture of why we do what we 

do.  It was a career choice, a career change, change of kind of dreams and I had to redream, I had to 

recreate.  How do you do this?  This is going to be difficult.  Have a visual.  That's what I like to do.  Have 

a visual.  You know, you--the only example I can think of is either a gin commercial of that tiny yellow 

bikini commercial, you know, that if you eat this yogurt you'll fit in this bikini.  That's a terrible one but, you 

know--and then by the time you get to my age, you shouldn't be in the bikini so, you know, but have a 

visual for yourself as well as your child.  What is your visual?  What can you either hang up or keep there 

so that you can remind yourself of the bigger picture?  Sometimes you need to borrow someone else's 

vision.  I do that a lot.  You know, we're talking with someone recently that when you're parents and then 

you kind of cross over and become a professional--we're just talking about that at the table, everything 

that you know as a professional goes out to the window when you're trying to be parent.  But then you 

have other parents--I mean professionals and parents looking at you that--oh, you're the professional, you 

should know what's going on, you know.  So, sometimes as a parent I have to borrow other people's 



vision.  I had a wonderful early intervention teacher who came and I called her Mary Poplin.  She had a 

bed, she got Malik to do things that I would never think he would do like sit up or look straight at her.  She 

was determined to get this kid to respond and communicate when I thought how does a child with deaf-

blindness, multi-handicapped who's learning this.  I'm sorry.  How does--how did they communicate?  

Cathy Carpenter was amazing.  She said--told me, "Djenne, you have to look--not look at him as he is not 

but look at him as he can be.  And every couple of years we do a trip back to Boston to show Cathy that 

she was right.  She takes all the credit.  I had a sign language teacher come in and teach us who is a 

deaf woman.  And said Malik can communicate.  You know, even at 18 years old I have to borrow the 

vision sometimes.  We just recently went through guardianship with Malik and that was an intense 

experience.  So I take care of this kid for eight years, you know, and my blood sweating tears, the modern 

mother.  I take care of him and then I have to declare him incompetent in front of a judge, in front of the 

courts and go through all these changes just to still take care of him in my house, you know.  I sent one 

off to college and for his 18th birthday and it happened to be the same week as his birthday I end up 

getting guardianship for my son.  You know, and leading up to that I thought, okay, this is just going to be 

a tough week.  It's going to be a--it's going to be rough because I know Malik's cognitive delays, I know 

what Malik can do, I know his challenges but I have to actually put it down on paper and tell people who 

don't really understand and really--they better do a job, they're not invested in it with me.  It was 

incredible.  That week I kind of braced myself.  We had this 18th birthday party which was a milestone 

because honestly we didn't think Malik would live to 18, so we were, you know, we were going to have a 

nice party.  So I go to a court, do my thing, come back home and there's the sheriff--for those of you that 

had--in our town.  The sheriff has to serve the papers to the individual at their home.  Of course, I'm 

thinking the sheriff is going to come at 8:30 on a Saturday morning, what are my neighbors going to think.  

That's my thought, you know.  And--but the other thing is, is Malik going to get this?  Is he going to 

understand?  Because my vision was just kind of cloudy, I was just seeing what was right here.  The 

sheriff comes in.  He's about six-two, big guy, Michael Donald, wonderful guy and here's Malik right here.  

And he bends down and hands Malik his guardianship papers.  And I'm translating from Malik and I tell 

you what is if Malik understood what was going on.  Malik looks at the cop, looks down in his papers, 

goes and gets his shoes and tells the cop let's go and drive.  So with tears running down I'm laughing, I'm 

crying [inaudible] in time, you know.  The cops looked at me like, "I can't take him for a ride in my car.  

What do I do?"  You know, and that taught me something.  It's like he gets it.  "Mom, I've gotten the 

freedom papers, I'm ready to go with this guy."  You know, and the guy said, "I can't take him."  I said, 

"You know what, my son is 18.  I'm glad that you've given him papers rather than taking him away."  

That's some perspective.  But you know as professionals, as parents, that marriage and that vision is key.  

It's so, so important.  We're both experts.  And I know we have the best parents here, the best service 

providers, the best professionals.  But remember, the marriage between the experts is so key.  I think it's 

also important to give honest feedback to give and be able to receive it and helping our visions.  Like the 

elephant in the room, you know, somebody uniting--I know you're thinking off, you know, situation.  But 



keeping ourselves open to honest feedback and not being afraid to give honest feedback.  Our children--

what we do with them is so crucial.  We don't really--none of us have time for kind of--to skate around.  

The professionals that were got level honest with me really help me.  I'll give you a very honest example 

of--we have a woman that comes in on the weekends and works with Malik now.  And she has raised five 

children, single mom, on her own.  And it was time to get Malik some clothes because he was growing.  

And she--I said, well, can you, you know, why don't we just go shopping together?  And so as we walk 

into the store, she stops me and she says, "Ms. Djenne," she said and she was, you know, humming and 

I said, "Carmen, what is it?"  She goes, "I'm kind of afraid to tell you this but I need to let--I need you to let 

me pick out Malik's clothes for him."  I thought, okay, where is this going?  She said, "Because you pick 

up clothes that are way too young for Malik.  Malik is 18.  He's a man now, legally.  And he needs to look 

like an 18-year old and you know he has special needs.  We don't want to look like he has special needs.  

We want him to look like we want people to treat him."  Okay.  I was supposed to be the mother, right?  

Swallowing the pride, you know, that taught me a lesson.  She was right.  She was so right.  In my mind, 

in my vision, Malik was still this young little boy, my little boy.  But to her in the world, Malik's growing up 

to be a fine, handsome, but a fine young man and she wanted him to be treated as such.  Broke my 

budget but, you know, I can't even tell you how much later and Malik was with us.  He was--he was done 

with us.  He says, "Okay, you know, can I be the man and let's get out of here because I don't like 

shopping with you women?"  You know, but that--that taught me.  I--even now there are things--feedback 

that I need and I need to let that elephant be in the room.  Lastly, it's important that we share the vision.  

Share the vision we have.  You know, our vision can change over time.  It will change over time.  

Sometimes it's easier to change.  Sometimes we kind of need to be brought into and shown how our 

vision needs to change.  J. Barker has said, "Vision without action is a dream.  Action without vision 

simply passing the time.  Action with vision is making a positive difference."  You know, we all have a 

story to tell.  The power of a shared story is the vision that lies between the lines.  Think about that for a 

minute.  If we share our stories--it's really not the story but it's what we find in common.  The 

commonalities, even the differences.  The commonalities bring us together.  The differences give us 

opportunities to learn from one another.  But I won't encourage.  We all have a unique story to tell.  With 

you have a child, with a disability, or you teaching a child, you're still part of that story.  You know, Malik 

had--about two weeks ago I almost--I was telling Becky when I talked to her last week.  I almost called her 

and said, "Sorry, I can't do this.  Malik had some--this is--this last month has just been an incredible with 

Malik."  He said a couple of surgeries and procedures that he needed anesthesia for and just--his 

sleeping has been off and then two weeks ago he had some exploratory surgery.  And, you know, I 

thought that kind of all of the medical stuff was working itself out which why we moved to North Carolina 

but some other things of surface line was I called Becky and says, "You know what, I can't do this."  I'm 

done.  I'm done.  What do I have to get up there and say?  I haven't slept.  I'm tired.  We have, you know, 

been in the hospital.  What can I share?  And then I, you know, started reading what I wrote and I guess I 

had to be to live what I wrote.  We all have a story.  We all have a story that's important to tell at with--



from our experiences.  I challenge you, encourage you.  Put on one another's glasses to see what it's like.  

What do you see when you put on a parent's glasses or a professional's glasses?  That's what's essential 

to develop a common vision for our children.  People need the validation and that's one of the ways I 

believe we can validate one another.  I am so grateful for those that invested in my child.  Whether it's at 

school, whether it's--we have a--in North Carolina we have a special needs ministry for families that they 

hire people to work with your children.  That's an investment in our children.  You know, sometimes we 

can be like a bucket, right?  You know, we have this, you know, we have a vision of bucket, you know.  

And we have--you'll see these one or two holes in the bucket.  Do we ever feel like that and we just 

constant draining?  Draining out.  That's how I thought about two weeks ago.  You know, everything was 

coming out of the bucket.  But if we invest in one another, one can hold the bucket, one can plug up the 

holes, and the other can really start pouring in.  And the more we pour in, the more we can pour out.  And 

we all need someone to invest in us regardless of what our position is in the children's lives.  What if 

someone that invests us?  What do they do?  They see the big picture clearly whether it's a financial 

invest.  So let's take that example.  They look at your portfolio and they're willing to put in the time and the 

effort, listen to your goals to help you make a big picture.  They're in tune with what your needs are.  Are 

we in tune with each other's needs in order to help one another to see clearer when our vision get 

cloudy?  Our goal as parents and as educators is to assist our children in building.  The best and most 

productive life they can.  I can't build Malik's life for him.  I can assist him in building.  Our kids really are 

kind of the master carpenters, you know.  We need to follow their lead.  I looked up carpentry because I 

just was thinking about building.  Carpentry is a skill trade in which the primary work performed is cutting, 

shaping, and installing of building materials.  Cutting, shaping, and installing.  That's what a carpenter 

does.  And it requires training which involves both acquiring knowledge and physical practice.  So 

knowledge and practice, isn't that what we're doing?  That's really why we're here, learning.  So that we 

can gain more knowledge and more practice so that we can take it back to our children.  You know, I've 

learned so much over the last 18 years from Malik, from my girls.  My career has changed.  My 

perspectives changed.  My marriage has changed.  That's whole another workshop is--if you invite me 

back next year--no, really.  Everything.  What we plan for our lives has changed.  I wouldn't change it for 

the world though.  You know, one of the things I do in North Carolina now besides teaching--training and 

speaking is I work for BEGINNINGS for Parents of Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing as a 

parent educator.  Once the child is identified as having a hearing loss, I go into the home and educate 

them about hearing loss A to Z and make sure they're connected with the right agencies and we stay in 

their life until 22.  And it's amazing to hear the stories of the parents.  The first thing when I walk into the 

house is tell me your story.  Tell me how you feel.  Tell me what you understand about your child and we 

take it from there.  And I can share--yes, it's different than what I had planned.  But different doesn't 

always mean that it's bad.  Three quick things that have helped me is to have a toolbox.  What do you put 

in a toolbox?  If we're carpenters, we have tools.  Tools are the strategies that you can put in your arsenal 

to equip you through your journey.  Now, I can't tell you the tools.  I don't have a great PowerPoint that 



has as whole bunch of tools for you to put in your toolbox.  You have to figure that out.  But three things I 

offer you.  The first one is to find your village.  Who is your support system?  Who are your investors?  

Who's going to help you hold that bucket, plug up those holes, and pour some water back in when you're 

running dry?  Who's your personal board of directors?  You know, every company has a board of 

directors.  The Morris Corporation, not Warren, Morris.  The Morris-Warren Corporation.  We have our 

board of directors and those are people that we have invited into our lives from all walks of life to be 

honest with us, to advise us on how to help Malik.  I can't do it on my own.  And then you pay it forward 

taking someone else with you.  Secondly, keeping your balance.  You know, we're in a society where 

busy is sexy.  Everybody says, "Oh, I'm just so busy.  Oh, I have no time."  None of us say that, right?  

You know, it's just like oh, but really it's so important to keep the balance and keep readjusting your limits.  

Our boundaries are not hard and fast.  They can't be with our children.  As soon as we get one thing 

figured out they're pushing us--they're pushing the envelope.  As soon as I thought, okay, you know, 

Malik's 18, he's starting to communicate and this is wonderful, he decides he doesn't want to listen to his 

mother anymore.  And he closes his eyes and does this.  I was shocked, not my child.  That's who he is, 

you know.  Engage and evaluate your support and delete when necessary.  I know that sounds harsh but 

the lives that we live, the professions that we have are incredible, they're intense though and sometimes 

you just have to, you know, easy button and delete button.  Keep it easy and delete what is not healthy 

for you and your family.  And finally, know your why.  What inspires you to action?  What is your 

motivation and passion?  I'm going to try--uh-oh.  Mike, I need help.  What is your--what motivates you?  

What makes you get up every morning?  What is your passion around your child?  What is your child's 

passion?  What do they like to do?  You know, Malik likes to go to Target and spend everybody's money 

but his.  So in the middle of a rainstorm--the other night, we went to Target at 9:00 at night right before it 

closed.  You know, but be--why did we do that?  Because Malik signed.  And I said, "Did you see that?  

Did you say--he's telling us.  Get the keys.  We got to go to Target.  Let's go now."  My husband's like, 

"It's a rainstorm."  I'm like, "I don't care.  The boy is talking to us.  Let's go."  That motivated me.  Some 

tools will present themselves to you.  Some tools you'll need help with.  But if you can have your toolbox 

that will equip you as you are living your life as you're helping your child to live their life.  I'm so grateful 

that you had me here.  I know there's so much more to share.  There's so much more in your stories that I 

would love to hear.  Share them with each other.  Share them and listen to one another.  You know, this 

is our world.  This world will challenge us.  It will change us.  It will bring us the greatest joy and possibly 

the biggest heartaches.  It'll teach us lessons and this world will ask us to dream the impossible and to 

believe the impossible can be done.  It'll cloud our vision and it will eventually as we create, sustain, and 

share, it will help our vision to be clearer.  The house of cards--this was a hand that was dealt to me.  I 

didn't choose it.  It was chosen for me.  The suits were missing some cards.  My deck only had two aces, 

twelve jacks, and way too many jokers.  What can I play with this deck of cards?  I asked.  It's uneven, it's 

incomplete.  There's too much of one kind and two little of another.  I cannot play with the full deck.  I 

declared.  But after a while I learned to make up my own game with my own rules and to play with my 



own style.  Then you came along and showed me your deck.  It was incomplete and uneven just like 

mine.  You showed me your way to play and even let me borrow some of your cards when I wanted to 

play with a full deck.  Then one day, we decided to be creative, to put our decks together, to see what we 

could build out of those uneven, incomplete decks.  We threw all our cards on the table and started 

building them together one at a time.  With our marriage was a beautiful, beautiful house of cards.  We no 

longer focused on not having full deck of our own but marveled at the beauty of what we had created 

together for the whole world to see and now I can see clearer.  Thanks to you.  Thank you. 


